
Why The World Needs Anthropologists
Criminal Practice Series
Anthropology, the study of humans and human behavior, provides valuable
insights into various aspects of society. From understanding cultural differences
to exploring the roots of human behavior, anthropology offers a unique lens to
analyze and address complex social issues. One area where anthropology can
make a significant impact is in criminal practice. In this article, we will explore why
the world needs anthropologists in the field of criminal justice and how they can
contribute to creating a more just and empathetic society.

The Power of Anthropology in Criminal Practice

Anthropologists bring a fresh perspective to the study of crime and criminal
behavior. By examining the underlying social and cultural factors that contribute
to criminal activities, they can provide valuable insights that traditional law
enforcement approaches may overlook. Anthropology helps bridge the gap
between understanding crime at an individual level and considering broader
social, economic, and political factors that influence criminal behavior.

One example of how anthropology can be applied in criminal practice is through
the study of gang violence. By conducting ethnographic research within
communities affected by gang activities, anthropologists can gain a deep
understanding of the cultural dynamics, social pressures, and historical contexts
that lead individuals to join gangs. This knowledge can inform targeted
intervention programs that address the root causes of gang involvement, rather
than simply focusing on punitive measures.
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Anthropologists also play a crucial role in addressing the biases and inequalities
within the criminal justice system. By studying the interactions between law
enforcement, judicial processes, and marginalized communities, anthropologists
can shed light on systemic issues such as racial profiling, discriminatory
practices, and social inequalities. Their research can help identify ways to reform
the system and ensure equal treatment for all individuals.

Collaboration with Other Disciplines

The effectiveness of anthropology in criminal practice relies on collaboration with
other disciplines such as sociology, psychology, and law. By combining diverse
perspectives and methodologies, professionals from different fields can work
together to tackle complex issues and develop comprehensive solutions.

For example, psychologists can provide valuable insights into the psychological
motivations behind criminal behavior, while sociologists can analyze the broader
social structures that contribute to crime. Collaboration between anthropologists,
psychologists, and sociologists can result in a more holistic approach to
understanding and addressing criminal activities.
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Furthermore, lawyers and legal scholars can benefit greatly from the expertise of
anthropologists. By incorporating anthropological research into legal practices,
lawyers can enhance their understanding of the cultural contexts within which
crimes occur. This can lead to more effective defense strategies, improved
advocacy for marginalized groups, and better policy-making.

Promoting Empathy and Human Rights

Another crucial aspect of anthropology in criminal practice is its emphasis on
empathy and human rights. Anthropologists strive to understand the experiences,
perspectives, and needs of individuals within the criminal justice system. By
giving a voice to marginalized communities and challenging prevailing
stereotypes, anthropologists can advocate for more compassionate and fair
treatment.

Through ethnographic research, anthropologists can uncover the personal
narratives and lived experiences of those impacted by the criminal justice system.
This humanizing approach not only helps address individual cases but also
contributes to broader societal changes, fostering a more inclusive and just
society.

Educating the Next Generation

To ensure the continued integration of anthropology into criminal practice, it is
essential to educate and inspire the next generation of professionals.
Anthropology programs can offer specialized courses and workshops that equip
students with the necessary skills to engage in criminal practice effectively.

Moreover, collaborations between universities, law schools, and criminal justice
organizations can facilitate interdisciplinary research projects and internships.
These opportunities allow students to apply anthropological principles to real-



world situations, fostering their passion for criminal justice and encouraging
innovative approaches to address social issues.

Anthropology has the potential to revolutionize criminal practice by providing
fresh perspectives, promoting collaboration, and emphasizing human rights. By
understanding the social, cultural, and psychological factors that influence crime,
anthropologists can contribute to creating a more just and empathetic society.
The world needs anthropologists in criminal practice, not only to address
individual cases but also to challenge and transform the entire criminal justice
system for the better.
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Why does the world need anthropology and anthropologists? This collection of
essays written by prominent academic, practising and applied anthropologists
aims to answer this provocative question.

In an accessible and appealing style, each author in this volume inquires about
the social value and practical application of the discipline of anthropology.
Contributors note that the problems the world faces at a global scale are both
new and old, unique and universal, and that solving them requires the use of
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long-proven tools as well as innovative approaches. They highlight that using
anthropology in relevant ways outside academia contributes to the development
of a new paradigm in anthropology, one where the ability to collaborate across
disciplinary and professional boundaries becomes both central and legitimate.
Contributors provide specific suggestions to anthropologists and the public at
large on practical ways to use anthropology to change the world for the better.

This one-of-a-kind volume will be of interest to fledgling and established
anthropologists, social scientists and the general public.
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