
When The Men Were Gone Review: A
Captivating Tale of Courage and Resilience
When The Men Were Gone is a gripping novel written by Marjorie Herrera Lewis
that takes readers on a journey back to a time when men were called to serve
their country in World War II, leaving behind a small Texas town with its high
school football team and cheerleaders. The novel explores the remarkable true
story of Tylene Wilson, a courageous woman who steps up against all odds to
coach a high school football team in a male-dominated society. With its
captivating storyline and powerful themes of strength and resilience, When The
Men Were Gone is bound to captivate readers from start to finish.

The Setting: A Small Texas Town on the Brink of Change

The novel is set in Brownwood, Texas, during the early 1940s when World War II
was at its peak. As men from the town are drafted into war, the high school
football team is left without a coach. In a time when women were expected to play
traditional roles, Tylene Wilson volunteers to take on the challenge of coaching
the team. This decision not only challenges societal norms but also exposes the
town's deeply rooted prejudices against women in positions of authority.

The author, Marjorie Herrera Lewis, expertly brings the town to life through vivid
descriptions of its dusty streets, quaint homes, and the palpable sense of
patriotism that hangs in the air. Through her detailed writing, readers are
transported back in time to witness the struggles and triumphs of a community
grappling with change and the hardships of war.
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The Courageous Protagonist: Tylene Wilson

Tylene Wilson is the heart and soul of this novel. Her determination to fight
against gender stereotypes and her unwavering dedication to the football team
make her an incredibly compelling protagonist. As a woman stepping into a man's
world, Tylene faces numerous obstacles and prejudice from the community. She
must confront her own doubts, as well as the doubts of others who believe that
women have no place on the football field.

However, Tylene's strength and resilience shine through, making her an inspiring
character. Her journey is filled with moments of empowerment and self-discovery.
Through her coaching, she not only helps the boys on the team grow and develop
their skills, but she also challenges the entire town's perception of gender roles.

The Themes: Strength, Resilience, and Breaking Barriers

When The Men Were Gone delves into powerful themes that resonate in today's
society. It explores the limitations society places on individuals based on their
gender, and the strength it takes to defy those expectations. Tylene's journey
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challenges the status quo and emphasizes the importance of resilience and
determination in the face of adversity.

The novel also examines the impact of war on small communities and the
resilience of those left behind. Through Tylene's struggles, we witness the
sacrifices and hardships faced not only by the men at war but also by those left at
home.

A Captivating Narrative of Determination and Triumph

Marjorie Herrera Lewis's writing style is captivating. The narrative is filled with
poignant moments, heartwarming interactions, and thrilling football scenes that
keep readers engaged from the first page to the last. Lewis's attention to detail
and the authenticity she brings to the characters make for a deeply immersive
reading experience.

The novel's pacing is perfect, with the tension building steadily as the football
season progresses and Tylene faces increasing challenges. The emotions run
high, and readers will find themselves rooting for the underdogs in every game
and willing Tylene to succeed against all odds.

The Verdict: A Must-Read Tale of Empowerment and Courage

When The Men Were Gone is an extraordinary novel that depicts a time when
women were underestimated and restricted by society's norms. Tylene Wilson's
story is a testament to the power of resilience, determination, and the indomitable
spirit of individuals who dare to challenge the status quo.

Throughout the novel, readers will witness Tylene's undeniable strength and the
transformation she brings upon the town. When The Men Were Gone is a riveting
blend of historical fiction, sports, and empowerment, making it a must-read for



readers who seek inspiring stories that push boundaries and celebrate the
triumph of the human spirit.

Don't miss out on this remarkable novel—grab a copy of When The Men Were
Gone and prepare to be captivated by Tylene Wilson's incredible journey!

"When The Men Were Gone: A Tale of Courage, Football, and
Breaking Barriers"
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“…Sublimely ties together the drama of high school football, gender politics, and
the impact of war on a small town in Texas.” – Sports Illustrated

A 2019 One of the Best Books So Far--Newsweek.com

A cross between Friday Night Lights and The Atomic City Girls, When The Men
Were Gone is a debut historical novel based on the true story of Tylene Wilson, a
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woman in 1940's Texas who, in spite of extreme opposition, became a female
football coach in order to keep her students from heading off to war.

Football is the heartbeat of Brownwood, Texas. Every Friday night for as long as
assistant principal Tylene Wilson can remember, the entire town has gathered in
the stands, cheering their boys on. Each September brings with it the hope of a
good season and a sense of unity and optimism.

Now, the war has changed everything.  Most of the Brownwood men over 18 and
under 45 are off fighting, and in a small town the possibilities are limited. Could
this mean a season without football? But no one counted on Tylene, who learned
the game at her daddy’s knee. She knows more about it than most men, so she
does the unthinkable, convincing the school to let her take on the job of coach.

Faced with extreme opposition—by the press, the community, rival coaches, and
referees and even the players themselves—Tylene remains resolute. And when
her boys rally around her, she leads the team—and the town—to a Friday night
and a subsequent season they will never forget.           

Based on a true story, When the Men Were Gone is a powerful and vibrant novel
of perseverance and personal courage.
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