
When Newport Beat New Zealand: A Historic
Rugby Upset
The rivalry between Newport and New Zealand in the world of rugby is well
known and deeply rooted in history. The All Blacks have long been considered
one of the most formidable teams in the sport, boasting an impressive track
record and a reputation for their dominance on the field. However, there was once
a time when Newport managed to achieve the unthinkable - beating New Zealand
in a historic upset that left the rugby community in shock and awe.

The Setting

It was the year 1963, and the famous Rodney Parade in Newport, Wales, was
buzzing with anticipation. The All Blacks, led by their captain Wilson Whineray,
were scheduled to face Newport, a team that, at first glance, seemed to pale in
comparison. The odds were heavily stacked against the home team, with many
expecting a one-sided match favoring New Zealand.

For Newport, it was the chance of a lifetime - an opportunity to prove themselves
on the international stage and etch their name in rugby history. They knew that
defeating New Zealand wouldn't come easy, but their determination and
unwavering belief propelled them forward.
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The Battle Begins

As the match kicked off, the tension in the air was palpable. Both teams displayed
exceptional athleticism and skill, engaging in a fierce battle that captivated the
spectators from the very first minute. The crowd erupted with applause as
Newport showcased their relentless energy, refusing to be intimidated by their
formidable opponents.

New Zealand, accustomed to dominating their adversaries, were taken aback by
Newport's resilience. The home team's defense proved to be a formidable force,
making it increasingly difficult for the All Blacks to breach their lines. Each tackle
was executed with precision, each pass carefully timed.

As the minutes ticked by, Newport's forward pack showed their strength, pushing
New Zealand back and gaining precious meters. The intensity of the match
continued to build, both teams hungry for victory.

A Turning Point

With the scores level at nil-nil for much of the game, many wondered if Newport
could truly pull off the unthinkable. Then, in a moment of brilliance, Newport's
legendary winger Ken Jones intercepted a pass, sprinted down the field, and
crossed the try line in one swift, graceful motion.
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The roar of the crowd was deafening as Newport took the lead, stunning their
opponents. This pivotal moment would forever be etched in rugby history, and it
was a testament to the home team's unwavering spirit and determination.

The Final Whistle

The final whistle blew, and the scoreboard read 3-0 in favor of Newport. The
disbelief and shock reverberated throughout the stadium as the crowd erupted in
jubilation. The underdogs had triumphed against all odds, defeating the mighty All
Blacks and etching their place in history.

Newport's victory was not just about beating a formidable opponent; it was about
defying expectations and showcasing the essence of the game of rugby - heart,
passion, and skill. This historic upset served as a reminder that in the world of
sports, anything is possible.

The Legacy

The victory over New Zealand placed Newport firmly on the map of rugby glory. It
became a source of pride for the entire city and inspired future generations of
rugby players. The match remains a significant milestone, reminding players and
fans alike that with determination and belief, even the seemingly impossible can
be achieved.

In the years that followed, the rivalry between Newport and New Zealand
continued to captivate audiences worldwide. The underdog victory became a
symbol of hope and proof that hard work and dedication can overcome even the
most formidable opponents.

The day Newport beat New Zealand will forever be remembered as a moment of
triumph, breaking the status quo and showcasing the beauty of the game. It was



an extraordinary occasion where skill, passion, and sheer determination came
together to create history.

So, the next time you hear about Newport or witness an underdog story unfold on
the rugby pitch, remember the incredible feat achieved on that fateful day. It
serves as a reminder that in the world of sports, the possibilities are endless, and
miracles can happen.
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On 30 October 1963 Newport RFC recorded a historic victory over the Fifth New
Zeland All Blacks. Fifty years on it should be recognised as the finest
performance by any team against the mighty All Blacks outside the international
arena. But it isn't - until now,. The story of how Newport RFC achieved its
greatest triumph and why the result should stand above all others is fully
explained in a book that also considers the major events that made 1963 one of
the most significant years of the post-war era.
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