
"We Are Not From Here" - A Gripping Story of
Struggle, Redemption, and Finding Home
Join us on a journey like no other as we delve into the captivating world of "We
Are Not From Here." This thought-provoking novel by Jenny Torres Sanchez
takes readers on an emotional rollercoaster ride, exploring themes of identity,
immigration, and the universal longing for a place to call home.

"We Are Not From Here" introduces us to three young protagonists, Pulga,
Pequeña, and Chico, who seek sanctuary from the turmoil and violence in their
hometown of San Cristóbal, Guatemala. Determined to escape their
circumstances, they embark on a treacherous journey towards the United States,
in search of a better life.

The powerful narrative is driven by the authenticity of the characters and their
aspirations for a brighter future. Pulga, the fiercely loyal and protective older
brother, serves as the anchor of the group, guiding his sister Pequeña and their
friend Chico through countless dangers. Each step of the way, they face
treacherous terrain, harsh weather conditions, and the constant threat of violence
from various sources.
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Sanchez skillfully weaves in the characters' backstories, immersing readers in
their lives and providing a deeper understanding of their motivations. Through
vivid descriptions and heartfelt dialogue, we witness their strength, resilience, and
unwavering determination to build a life free from fear.

As the trio navigates the arduous journey, "We Are Not From Here" sheds light on
the complexities of immigration and the desperation that drives people to risk
everything for a chance at a better future. The story challenges readers to
confront their own preconceived notions about immigrants, reminding us of the
shared humanity that transcends borders.

Throughout the novel, the concept of identity takes center stage. Pulga, Pequeña,
and Chico grapple with questions such as: Who are we? Where do we come
from? What does it mean to belong? These universal dilemmas resonate with
readers of all backgrounds, inviting introspection and fostering empathy.

The author's lyrical writing style captivates readers from the very first page,
painting vivid imagery of both the characters' inner worlds and the harsh realities
they face. Sanchez's ability to convey their emotions with such rawness and
authenticity allows us to truly connect with the characters, igniting a sense of
solidarity and understanding within ourselves.

From gripping action sequences to tender moments of camaraderie and hope,
"We Are Not From Here" keeps readers on the edge of their seats, emotionally
invested in every twist and turn. The story serves as a testament to the resilience
of the human spirit and the power of friendship in the face of adversity.
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As we accompany Pulga, Pequeña, and Chico on their harrowing journey, their
quest for a place to call home becomes our own. We become immersed in the
complexities of their lives, experiencing their triumphs and tribulations as if they
were our own. The novel serves as a powerful reminder that our shared humanity
transcends borders, and the longing for a sense of belonging knows no
boundaries.

We implore you to embark on this deeply moving journey through "We Are Not
From Here." Allow the characters to enchant you, challenge your perspectives,
and spark conversations about the social issues that shape our world today.
Rediscover the power of empathy, compassion, and the unyielding pursuit of a
place to call home.

So strap yourself in and get ready to experience a story that will stay with you
long after you turn the final page. Dive into "We Are Not From Here" today and
join the chorus of voices echoing the sentiments: We are all human, and we all
deserve a home.
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A poignant novel of desperation, escape, and survival across the U.S.-Mexico
border, inspired by current events.

A Pura Belpré 2021 Young Adult Author Honor Book!
A BookPage Best Book of 2020!A Chicago Public Library Best of the Best of
2020!A School Library Journal Best Book of 2020!A New York Public Library 2020
Top 10 Best Book for Teens!

Pulga has his dreams.
Chico has his grief.
Pequeña has her pride.

And these three teens have one another. But none of them have illusions about
the town they've grown up in and the dangers that surround them. Even with the
love of family, threats lurk around every corner. And when those threats become
all too real, the trio knows they have no choice but to run: from their country, from
their families, from their beloved home.

Crossing from Guatemala through Mexico, they follow the route of La Bestia, the
perilous train system that might deliver them to a better life--if they are lucky
enough to survive the journey. With nothing but the bags on their backs and
desperation drumming through their hearts, Pulga, Chico, and Pequeña know
there is no turning back, despite the unknown that awaits them. And the darkness
that seems to follow wherever they go.

In this striking portrait of lives torn apart, the plight of migrants at the U.S.
southern border is brought to light through poignant, vivid storytelling. An epic
journey of danger, resilience, heartache, and hope.

Praise for We Are Not From Here:



“A fierce and tender story...Relevant, timely, and perceptive.” --Margarita Engle,
winner of the Pura Belpre Award and Newbery Honor

"With poignant, exhausting lyricism and heart wrenching poetic prose, Jenny
Torres Sanchez digs deep and shows us the throbbing, aching corazón--the
hopeful, unbreakable spirit of the embattled immigrant. A book for the starving,
lost soul." --Guadalupe García McCall, Pura Belpré Award-winning author of
Under the Mesquite

"An incredibly powerful, soul-searing YA. [I]mportant and necessary.... I could not
put this book down." --Padma Venkatraman, award-winning author of The Bridge
Home

"One of the most relevant and needed young adult novels of the year, a must-
read." --Jennifer Mathieu, critically acclaimed author of The Liars of Mariposa
Island and Moxie

"An achingly beautifully story...masterfully told...Jenny Torres Sanchez is a true
leader within young adult fiction." --Christina Diaz Gonzalez, award-winning
author of The Red Umbrella

"We Are Not From Here is absolutely stunning. It's raw and real, gritty and
gorgeously told. A story that's painfully relevant today, and told with such
precision and beauty, you can feel it. It's breathtaking and left me absolutely
breathless." --Lauren Gibaldi, author of This Tiny Perfect World

"[This] is a book that will mark your heart. Jenny Torres Sanchez challenges us to
feel, empathize and understand. A searing, necessary and ultimately beautiful
book." --Alexandra Villasante, critically acclaimed author of The Grief Keeper



* "A brutally honest, not-to-be-missed narrative...gripping, heart-wrenching, and
thrilling." --Kirkus Reviews, STARRED REVIEW

* "A candid, realistic story that will leave readers thinking about the characters--
and about our own world--long after the last page." --SLJ, STARRED REVIEW

* "Gripping, poignant...this soul-shaking narrative [recalls] the works of Gabriel
García Márquez." --Booklist, STARRED REVIEW

* "A devastating read that is difficult to put down, this unforgettable book
unflinchingly illuminates the experiences of those leaving their homes to seek
safety in the United States." --Publishers Weekly, STARRED REVIEW

The Most Insightful and Liberating Experiences
Found in Very Short Introductions
When it comes to expanding our knowledge and exploring new concepts,
Very Short s (VSIs) have proven to be an invaluable resource. These
compact books are packed with...

Dax To The Max Imagination: Unlock the Power
of Creativity!
Welcome to the world of Dax To The Max Imagination, where creativity
knows no bounds! If you're looking to unlock your creative potential, dive
into a realm...
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The Hidden Case of Ewan Forbes: Uncovering
the Mystery Behind an Enigmatic Figure
Ewan Forbes: a name that sends shivers down the spine of those who
have heard of him. Yet, despite the intrigue and the countless rumors...

When Newport Beat New Zealand: A Historic
Rugby Upset
The rivalry between Newport and New Zealand in the world of rugby is
well known and deeply rooted in history. The All Blacks have long been
considered one of the most...

The Soul of an Astronomer: Women of Spirit
Astronomy, the study of celestial objects and phenomena, has fascinated
human beings for centuries. It has allowed us to explore the vastness of
the universe and...

The Military Origins Of The Republic 1763-1789
When we think about the birth of the United States, it is often images of
the Founding Fathers, the Declaration of Independence, and the
Revolutionary War that come to...
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RPO System for 10 and 11 Personnel: Durell
Fain
When it comes to offensive strategies in football, one name that stands
out is Durell Fain. Fain is renowned for his innovative and successful
RPO...

Madness: The Ten Most Memorable NCAA
Basketball Finals
College basketball fans eagerly await the annual NCAA Basketball
Tournament, lovingly referred to as "March Madness," where the best
teams compete for dominance on the court...
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