
Unveiling the Untold Stories of West Point and
the Civil War
From the battlefield to the lecture halls, West Point Academy played a vital role
during the American Civil War. This historical time period is filled with countless
captivating narratives that shed light on the bravery and strategical genius of
those involved. Join us as we dive deep into the annotated history of West Point
and the Civil War, unearthing hidden tales and exploring the impact of this
prestigious institution during one of the nation's most defining conflicts.

The Birth of West Point and its Early Years

Long before the Civil War, West Point Academy, situated on the picturesque
Hudson River, was established with a vision to train engineering and military
leaders. Founded in 1802, the academy quickly gained prominence for producing
some of the finest minds in the nation's history. Future military officers attending
West Point received rigorous training in mathematics, engineering, tactics, and
leadership, forming a solid foundation for their future careers.

The academy's reputation continued to grow, attracting talented individuals from
all corners of the country. By the time the Civil War erupted in 1861, West Point
had become a breeding ground for brilliant military minds, many of whom would
go on to play significant roles during the conflict.
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West Point Graduates on the Frontlines

As the first shots were fired at Fort Sumter, West Point alumni found themselves
torn between loyalty to their respective states and the oath they had taken to
defend the Union. This internal conflict resulted in a splitting of loyalties among
graduates, with some heading to the Confederate Army and others remaining in
the Union's service.

Historians have since studied the crucial decisions made by West Point
graduates during the Civil War. Figures such as Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S.
Grant, both West Point alumni, would rise to prominence on opposing sides of the
conflict. Their strategic brilliance and military prowess would shape the outcome
of major battles and alter the course of history.

The Battle of Antietam and West Point's Role

One of the most significant chapters in West Point's involvement during the Civil
War was the Battle of Antietam. This brutal clash between Union and Confederate
forces saw numerous West Point graduates leading troops on both sides. Their
battlefield experiences and tactical decisions would prove instrumental in
determining the battle's outcome.
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Annotated accounts of the Battle of Antietam provide fascinating insights into how
West Point graduates utilized their training to maximize strategic advantages and
minimize losses. These stories showcase the brilliance and courage of the
soldiers, shedding light on the decision-making process behind each movement
and maneuver.

West Point's Impact on Post-War America

As the Civil War drew to a close, West Point graduates found themselves facing
the daunting task of rebuilding a divided nation. Their leadership and expertise
played a crucial role in the reunification of the United States, ensuring a smoother
transition into peacetime.

Moreover, West Point Academy experienced significant changes following the
Civil War. The curriculum was expanded to include a broader range of subjects,
reflecting the evolving nature of warfare and the need for adaptable military
leaders. This transformation marked the beginning of West Point's modernization,
ensuring it remained relevant in an ever-changing world.

Preserving History through West Point Archives

The timeless stories of West Point's involvement in the Civil War are preserved
within the academy's extensive archives. Researchers and history enthusiasts
can explore firsthand accounts, letters, and diaries that offer unique insights into
the experiences of cadets and graduates during this period.

The West Point archives serve as an invaluable resource for historians and
scholars seeking to understand the interconnectedness of the institution and the
war. Through meticulous research and annotation, these records help paint a
vivid picture of the time, bringing to life the triumphs and struggles faced by those
affiliated with West Point Academy during this pivotal moment in American history.



The annotated history of West Point and the Civil War unveils a rich tapestry of
stories waiting to be explored. From the formation of the academy to the intricate
role its graduates played on the battlefield, and its legacy in shaping post-war
America, each aspect provides a deeper understanding of this influential era.

West Point Academy continues to stand as a testament to the contributions made
by countless individuals who dedicated their lives to the preservation of the
Union. By engaging with these histories, we ensure their sacrifices and
achievements are never forgotten, allowing us to learn from the past and shape a
better future.

Before the Storm: West Point and the Civil War
(Annotated) by Hafsa Lodi(Kindle Edition)

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 591 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 179 pages
Lending : Enabled

One of the most wonderful collections of memories of the West Point graduates
who served with and against each other in the American Civil War. Written by one
of their own, (Morris Schaff, Class of 1858),this book contains some of the best
anecdotes you'll ever read about the famous men with whom Schaff served.

Here is Grant, Lee, Sedgwick, Thomas, Custer, Cushing, and so many others.
George Armstrong Custer appears frequently, as he was a joyous, well-liked
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cadet at West Point and a distinguished general in the war. This book is unique in
revealing the character of so many without attempting an extensive history of the
war.

The book contains anecdotes of the war as well as Schaff's time at West Point.
Especially poignant are his stories of the disintegration of the band of cadets as
war approached and their sorrowful farewells to one another as they chose sides.

Every memoir of the American Civil War provides us with another view of the
catastrophe that changed the country forever.

For the first time, this long out-of-print volume is available as an affordable, well-
formatted book for e-readers, tablets, and smartphones.

Be sure to LOOK INSIDE by clicking the cover above or download a sample.
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