
Unveiling the Untold Stories: The Early
History of the Center for American Places

Are you ready to embark on a journey through time, unearthing the origins of the
Center for American Places? Join us as we delve into the early history of this
remarkable institution that has shaped the way we understand and appreciate the
rich tapestry of American landscapes, communities, and cultures.
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Long before it became a renowned center for research, conservation, and
education, the Center for American Places had humble beginnings. Founded in
1987 by Dr. Terry Tempest Williams, a passionate environmentalist and writer, the
Center originally operated under the name "Center On American Places 12."

Dr. Williams envisioned a platform that would bring attention to the importance of
place in defining our national identity. She believed that by celebrating the
diversity of American places, we could foster a deeper understanding of the
connections between people and the landscapes they inhabit.

Thus, the Center for American Places was born, with a commitment to
showcasing photography, literature, and art that portrayed the essence of
American places. Its mission was to serve as a catalyst for dialogue, encouraging
individuals to reflect on their own sense of place and how it shapes their lives.
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The early years were marked by the Center's tireless efforts to establish
partnerships with local communities, artists, and scholars. Through exhibitions,
publications, and educational programs, the Center aimed to amplify voices that
often went unheard, shining a spotlight on the hidden stories that lie within the
American landscape.

One notable project that emerged during this time was the "Places of the
American West" exhibition. This groundbreaking display of photographs, essays,
and artwork showcased the uniqueness of the western states' landscapes and
communities. It shed light on the struggles faced by Native Americans, ranchers,
and immigrants who shaped the region and provoked thoughtful conversations
regarding conservation, development, and the future of the American West.

The success of this exhibit catapulted the Center for American Places into the
national spotlight, leading to collaborations with various institutions, including
academic organizations, museums, and environmental groups. As their network
expanded, the Center's influence grew, allowing them to make a lasting impact on
the understanding and preservation of American places.

---

Over the years, the Center for American Places has expanded its focus beyond
exhibitions to encompass research, conservation, and educational programs.
They have published numerous books and partnered with renowned
photographers, writers, and scholars to capture the essence of American places
in a variety of mediums.



They have organized symposiums, workshops, and conferences, bringing
together experts from different disciplines to exchange knowledge and explore
innovative approaches to studying and appreciating American places. By
fostering these collaborations, the Center has become a hub of intellectual
discourse, attracting individuals from all walks of life who share a common
fascination for the diverse landscapes that define our nation.

---

As the world evolves, so does the Center for American Places. With the advent of
digital technology, they have embraced new platforms to reach a wider audience.
Their website now hosts virtual exhibitions, interactive maps, and multimedia
content that allows visitors to explore American places from the comfort of their
own homes.

Furthermore, the Center has taken a proactive stance in addressing
contemporary challenges such as climate change, social justice, and urban
development. Through their research initiatives and policy recommendations,
they strive to shape public discourse and influence decision-making processes,
ensuring that American places continue to thrive for future generations.

---

The Center for American Places has come a long way since its inception as the
"Center On American Places 12." It has shed light on overlooked narratives,
inspired countless individuals, and left an indelible mark on the way we perceive
and value our surroundings.

So join us on this journey to uncover the hidden history of American places and
discover the Center for American Places—an institution that champions the



significance of place, evokes a sense of wonder and curiosity, and reminds us of
the importance of preserving our shared heritage.
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Once maligned as a swampy outpost, the fledgling city of Chicago brazenly
adopted the motto Urbs in Horto or City in a Garden, in 1837. Chicago Gardens
shows how this upstart town earned its sobriquet over the next century, from the
first vegetable plots at Fort Dearborn to innovative garden designs at the 1933
World’s Fair.

            Cathy Jean Maloney has spent decades researching the city’s
horticultural heritage, and here she reveals the unusual history of Chicago’s first
gardens. Challenged by the region’s clay soil, harsh winters, and fierce winds,
Chicago’s pioneering horticulturalists, Maloney demonstrates, found imaginative
uses for hardy prairie plants. This same creative spirit thrived in the city’s local
fruit and vegetable markets, encouraging the growth of what would become the
nation’s produce hub. The vast plains that surrounded Chicago, meanwhile,
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inspired early landscape architects, such as Frederick Law Olmsted, Jens
Jensen, and O.C. Simonds, to new heights of grandeur.  

            Maloney does not forget the backyard gardeners: immigrants
who cultivated treasured seeds and pioneers who planted native wildflowers.
Maloney’s vibrant depictions of Chicagoans like “Bouquet Mary,” a flower peddler
who built a greenhouse empire, add charming anecdotal evidence to her
argument–that Chicago’s garden history rivals that of New York or London and
ensures its status as a world-class capital of horticultural innovation.      

            With exquisite archival photographs, prints, and postcards, as well as field
guide descriptions of living legacy gardens for today’s visitors, ChicagoGardens
will delight green-thumbs from all parts of the world.
Please note: The digital edition does not include 2 of the 177 images that appear
in the physical edition.
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