
Unveiling the Untold Stories: Dive into the
Fascinating Correspondence 1927-1987 - The
Collected Works of Joseph Campbell
Joseph Campbell, a name synonymous with mythology and comparative religion,
is revered worldwide for his unparalleled contributions to these fields. While most
are familiar with his groundbreaking books and lectures, few are aware of the
fascinating correspondence that took place behind the scenes, shaping the ideas
and philosophies that would come to define Campbell's legacy.

In this definitive collection, "Correspondence 1927-1987: The Collected Works of
Joseph Campbell," readers are granted unprecedented access to a treasure
trove of letters exchanged between Campbell and notable thinkers, scholars, and
artists. Spanning a remarkable sixty-year period, this collection sheds light on the
transformative experiences and intellectual journey of one of the most influential
intellectuals of the 20th century.

Unearthing Hidden Gems: The Importance of Correspondence

A letter, though often considered a quaint relic of the past, serves as a time
capsule encapsulating the thoughts, emotions, and intellectual musings of its
author. For someone as profound and perceptive as Joseph Campbell, his letters
offer a unique glimpse into his inner world, his personal connections, and the
evolution of his ideas.
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Acclaimed author, Bill Moyers, who collaborated with Campbell on the famous
PBS series "The Power of Myth," once remarked that "letters are the closest thing
we have to spirit preserved." Understanding this sentiment, the editors of
"Correspondence 1927-1987" embarked on a painstaking journey to curate and
transcribe the letters, ensuring that Campbell's spirit and wisdom endure for
generations to come.

The Who's Who of Intellectual Discourse

One of the most intriguing aspects of this collection is the range of
correspondents Campbell engaged with. From renowned authors like J.R.R.
Tolkien and C.S. Lewis to revered psychologists like Carl Jung and B.F. Skinner,
Campbell's letters demonstrate his insatiable intellectual curiosity and desire to
connect with great minds of his time.

The topics covered in Campbell's correspondence are as diverse and captivating
as the individuals involved. Discussions on mythology, religion, psychology,
literature, and art paint a vivid tapestry of intellectual discourse, revealing the
shared human quest for meaning and understanding.
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The Annotated Insights: Unlocking the Mind of Joseph Campbell

Enhancing the experience of reading the collected correspondence, each letter is
meticulously annotated to provide context, additional information, and key
insights into Campbell's thoughts and ideas. These annotations serve as a
roadmap, guiding readers through the labyrinthine mind of a true intellectual
giant.

In particular, the collection includes previously unpublished letters from
Campbell's early years, offering a fresh perspective on his formative experiences
and intellectual influences. Witnessing the growth and development of Campbell's
ideas over time is a treat for both scholars and dedicated followers of his work.

The Journey Continues: Impact on Contemporary Thought

Joseph Campbell's enduring influence on contemporary thought is indisputable.
His frameworks and concepts have shaped the works of countless artists, writers,
philosophers, and scholars. As readers delve into the correspondence contained
in this collection, they will discover the seeds of ideas that would later bloom into
Campbell's seminal works.

Contemporary readers and scholars can gain profound insights and inspiration
from this collection, using it as a springboard for their own creative and
intellectual endeavors. Campbell's diverse engagements and thought-provoking
reflections continue to resonate, challenging us to question our assumptions and
explore the realms beyond conventional knowledge.

An Invitation to Dive Deeper: Correspondence 1927-1987

Are you ready to embark on an intellectual voyage, discovering the inner
workings of one of the greatest minds of the 20th century? "Correspondence
1927-1987: The Collected Works of Joseph Campbell" invites you to immerse



yourself in the captivating world of letters, forging powerful connections with
renowned thinkers and embracing the transformative power of ideas.

As you navigate the beautifully designed pages, adorned with rare photographs
and facsimiles, you'll witness the evolution of thoughts, the forging of lifelong
friendships, and the spark of inspiration that continues to ignite minds across the
globe.

Prepare yourself for an awe-inspiring journey that will challenge, illuminate, and
expand your understanding of the human experience. Joseph Campbell's
"Correspondence 1927-1987" is a testament to the enduring nature of intellectual
dialogue and the power of letters to unite disparate minds in a shared pursuit of
wisdom.
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Selected letters capturing ongoing conversations between famed
mythologist Joseph Campbell and a remarkable group of artists,
seekers, filmmakers, novelists, and scholars
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This brand-new collection of letters features illuminating conversations between
Joseph Campbell and a fascinating cast of correspondents, ranging from friends
and cowriters to renegade scholars and fellow visionaries. Including letters from
both Campbell and his correspondents, and spanning the course of his entire
adult life (1927–1987),the collection demonstrates the lasting influence of
Campbell’s work, which inspired creative endeavors and radical shifts in so many
people’s lives. Included are exchanges with artists such as Angela Gregory and
Gary Snyder; colleagues including Alan Watts, Ananda K. Coomaraswamy, and
Maud Oakes; editors of his books, from The Hero with a Thousand Faces to The
Mythic Image; and many others who engaged with Campbell in his exploration of
humanity’s “one great story.”

In selecting the letters, editors Evans Lansing Smith and Dennis Patrick Slattery
discovered that the dynamic exchanges formed themselves into what Smith
describes as a “narrative, with multiple voices and points of view, dramatic conflict
and resolution, character development, and even mystery.” In the end, they found
“a portrait not just of Campbell but of a remarkable generation of artists, dancers,
filmmakers, musicians, spiritual seekers, poets, and novelists, all engaged in the
creative powers unleashed by mythology.” With crucial historical context provided
by the editors, this compelling volume provides vital new insight into Campbell’s
personal life and mythological vision.
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