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by Marilyn Coffey

Pricksongs & Descants

Fictions
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“Pricksongs & Descants . . . revéaled Coover to be our most venturesome
metafictional fabulist."—Sven Birkets, The New York limes Book Review

Have you ever stumbled upon a literary masterpiece that weaves together
profound emotions, captivating characters, and an enthralling storyline? Look no
further than Marilyn Coffey's extraordinary novel, Pricksongs. In this article, we

will embark on a compelling journey through the mesmerizing pages of Coffey's
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work, as we delve into its powerful themes, memorable characters, and the

thought-provoking questions it raises.

Unmasking the Narrative of Pricksongs

Pricksongs is a literary gem that explores the intricate web of human
relationships, unearthing the depths of love, loss, and the intricate dance of life
itself. Coffey's masterful storytelling takes readers on a rollercoaster of emotions,

exploring the fragility of human existence and the resilience that comes with it.
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The narrative revolves around the protagonist, Elizabeth Cruze, a fiercely
independent woman navigating life's challenges amidst societal expectations and
personal desires. From the bustling streets of New York City to the serene
landscapes of Paris, Coffey paints a vivid backdrop against which Elizabeth's

journey unfolds.

The Power of Coffey's Prose

One of the enchanting qualities of Pricksongs lies in Marilyn Coffey's lyrical prose.
Every sentence resonates with depth and beauty, immersing readers in a poetic

world where emotions are intricately woven into the very fabric of the narrative.
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Coffey's language dances off the page, impacting readers on both an intellectual

and emotional level.

The author's attention to detail is remarkable, evoking vivid imagery that
transports readers into the heart of each scene. From the scent of freshly baked
croissants in a Parisian café to the cacophony of car horns piercing through the

bustling streets, Coffey's descriptive prowess brings every moment to life.
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Unforgettable Characters

Pricksongs wouldn't be the remarkable novel it is without its unforgettable
characters. From Elizabeth Cruze, the spirited protagonist, to the supporting cast
that intricately weaves their way into the narrative, each character leaves an

indelible mark on readers' hearts.

Elizabeth Cruze epitomizes resilience and determination. As readers follow her
journey, they become intimately acquainted with her struggles, joys, and
moments of self-discovery. Coffey crafts her characters with such depth that they

feel like old friends, their experiences mirroring our own human complexities.

The Universal Themes Explored

Pricksongs touches upon thought-provoking themes that resonate deeply with
readers from all walks of life. Love, loss, self-discovery, societal expectations —

these themes are masterfully explored within the pages of Coffey's novel.

The novel opens up a profound discussion about the nature of identity,
challenging readers to reflect on their own perception of self and the masks they
wear to navigate the world. As we accompany Elizabeth Cruze through her
journey of self-realization, we are encouraged to question the societal constructs

that shape our lives and the true essence of happiness.
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: A Must-Read Masterpiece

Pricksongs by Marilyn Coffey is a novel that enthralls from the first page to the
last, immersing readers in a rich tapestry of emotions, vivid landscapes, and
unforgettable characters. Coffey's exquisite prose and insightful exploration of
universal themes make this novel a must-read for anyone seeking a literary

experience that will leave a lasting impact.
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So, grab a copy of Pricksongs, immerse yourself in its pages, and prepare to

embark on a breathtaking journey that will stay with you long after you close the
book.
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Marilyn Coffey in her libidinous book Pricksongs recreates her youthful freedom
from sexual taboos. Her steamy poems are as crazy, diverse, risque, and

turbulent as The Sixties when she wrote them.

he was slight of

build and/ liked/ to

have his ear bitten

Make Love, Not War advised the slogan, and she did.
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when you strummed me
like a bass viol

in the bath tub?

Some funny, some passionate, some provocative, Coffey’s poems will sweep you
back to a decade when gaudily painted Flower Power buses roamed the streets
when mini skirts, bell-bottoms, and love beads adorned bodies when The Pill and

sexual liberation were new.

Named after her Pushcart Prize winning poem, Pricksongs is Coffey’s second
poetry book. She has also published a biography, Mail-Order Kid; an essay
collection, Great Plains Patchwork; and Marcella, the first novel written in English
that used masturbation as part of its main theme. Coffey’s work has been read in

Canada, England, Australia, Denmark, Japan and India.
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The rivalry between Newport and New Zealand in the world of rugby is

well known and deeply rooted in history. The All Blacks have long been
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