Unveiling the Intricate Tale: The Anglo
Russian Occupation Of Iran And Change Of
Shahs

Iran, the cradle of ancient civilizations, has withessed numerous conquests and
revolutions throughout its rich history. One such critical chapter in Iran's history is
the Anglo Russian occupation, which led to a significant change in the reigning
Shahs. Let us delve into the depths of this intriguing saga and unravel its

mysteries.

The Precursor: Unrest and Foreign Influence

In the early 20th century, Iran was navigating through a precarious socio-political
landscape. Internal conflicts and foreign intervention had left the country
vulnerable to exploitation. The weakened Qajar dynasty struggled to maintain

control, leading to widespread dissatisfaction among Iranians.

Adding fuel to the fire, the Russian and British empires cast their eyes upon Iran,
perceiving it as a strategic chessboard piece in their ongoing rivalry. Their
heightened interests in Iran's rich oil reserves ignited a series of events that

would forever change the country's destiny.
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The Turning Point: Anglo Russian Occupation

With the onset of World War |, Russia and Britain saw an opportunity to occupy
Iran and safeguard their respective interests. In 1915, they signed the Anglo-
Russian Agreement, formally dividing Iran into zones of influence and

establishing systems of control.

This occupation had severe consequences for Iran's sovereignty. Both powers
held considerable control, with British forces controlling the southern regions and
securing major oil reserves, while Russia occupied the north and maintained

significant military presence.

The Iranian government, led by the Qajar dynasty, was left with limited autonomy,
ultimately resulting in an erosion of their authority and a growing resentment

among the Iranian people.

The Overthrow of the Qajar Shahs

As Iran's dissatisfaction with foreign occupation grew, the stage was set for a
monumental change in the country's leadership. A new movement emerged,
demanding the ousting of the Qajar Shahs and the establishment of a

constitutional monarchy.
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The widespread discontent culminated in the Persian Constitutional Revolution in
1905, which sought to curtail the absolute power of the Shah and establish a
parliamentary system. However, the Russian and British governments, fearing the

repercussions of such a revolution, actively suppressed the movement.

Yet, the Iranian people persisted in their struggle for change. The revolution
gained momentum, and in 1909, the Qajar Shah, Mohammad Ali, was toppled
from power. This marked the end of the Qajar dynasty's rule, opening the door for

a new era in lran's history.

The Rise of the Pahlavi Dynasty

Following the collapse of the Qajar dynasty, a power vacuum emerged. This
vacancy was soon filled by a charismatic and ambitious military officer, Reza
Khan. Reza Khan seized the opportunity and successfully became the new Shah

of Iran in 1925, founding the Pahlavi dynasty.

Under the Pahlavi rule, Iran witnessed significant modernization efforts, aiming to
transform the country into a regional power. Reza Shah and later his son,
Mohammad Reza Shah, implemented widespread reforms, ranging from
infrastructural developments to social changes, significantly altering the course of

Iran's history.

The Legacy of the Anglo Russian Occupation and Change of Shahs

The Anglo Russian occupation and the subsequent change of Shahs left an
indelible mark on Iran. The country's newfound independence was traded for

foreign control, leading to decades of political instability and economic inequality.

The Pahlavi dynasty, while introducing modernization, faced its fair share of

challenges as well. The tensions between tradition and progress fomented



dissent among various factions within Iranian society, culminating in the Islamic
Revolution of 1979. This revolution ultimately led to the overthrow of the Pahlavi

dynasty and the establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Anglo Russian occupation of Iran and the consequential change in Shahs
represents a pivotal period in Iran's history. It highlights the detrimental
consequences of foreign intervention and the struggle of a nation to regain its
sovereignty. The legacy of this era continues to shape Iran's trajectory, reminding

us of the delicate balance between progress and the preservation of cultural

identity.
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Coming shortly after the British occupation of Iraq and the German invasion of
Russia, the Anglo-Russian occupation of Iran secured a vital route for supplies to

Russia and assured British control of the oilfields. To save the Pahlavi regime,
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Reza Shah was replaced by his son and Iranians were given a “New Deal.” The
Allied occupation thus ushered in a brief period of democratic freedoms. Having
described the rise of Reza Shah in a previous work, Majd completes the story by
describing his downfall. The author has made an extensive search of the widely
scattered U.S. diplomatic and military records and these are supplemented by
reports in the The New York Times, The Washington Post, and The Chicago Daily
Tribune, as well as other press accounts. More than seventy years later, this
interesting story has remained untold. August 1941 is the first detailed and

documented account of the affair.
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