
Unveiling the Extraordinary Life of a
Courageous Woman: Saint Joan Illustrated
George Bernard Shaw

When it comes to extraordinary women in history, the name Saint Joan often
stands out prominently. Her remarkable story has inspired countless people over
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the centuries as they discover her courage, resilience, and unwavering
conviction. In this article, we delve into the intriguing life of Saint Joan, an icon
whose legacy has been immortalized through George Bernard Shaw's renowned
play, "Saint Joan Illustrated."

The Journey Begins

Saint Joan, also known as Joan of Arc, was born in Domrémy, France in 1412.
Growing up during the tumultuous years of the Hundred Years' War, Joan led an
ordinary rural life until she began experiencing visions at the age of 12. According
to her, these visions were divine messages from saints and archangels,
instructing her to help Charles VII, the Dauphin of France, in reclaiming his
rightful throne.
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Undeterred by skepticism, Joan embarked on a journey that would change the
course of history. She cut her hair and dressed as a man, convincing the local
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military leader, Robert de Baudricourt, to grant her an audience with the Dauphin.
Eventually, she gained his trust, and in 1429, Joan led the French army to a
remarkable victory against the English at Orléans, a turning point in the war.

A Symbol of Strength and Faith

As Joan's reputation grew, so did her influence on the French people. She
became a symbol of hope, courage, and divine intervention. Despite facing
numerous challenges, her unwavering faith continued to guide her as she
participated in various military campaigns and played a pivotal role in the
coronation of Charles VII as the King of France.

However, Joan's fortunes took a dark turn when she was captured by the
Burgundians, who eventually handed her over to the English. Accused of heresy,
cross-dressing, and various other charges, she faced a highly controversial trial
that would come to define her legacy.

A Play that Immortalized Saint Joan

Decades after Joan's death, George Bernard Shaw, an acclaimed Irish
playwright, drew inspiration from her life and deeds. In 1923, Shaw wrote the play
"Saint Joan Illustrated" to explore Joan's trial and political machinations of the
time.

Through his play, Shaw presents Joan as a complex and multifaceted character,
not merely a saintly figure. He delves into her motivations, her struggles, and the
challenges she faced against a backdrop of war, political intrigue, and religious
fervor. Shaw's portrayal of Joan has resonated with audiences worldwide,
captivating their imaginations and shedding light on the complexities of her life
and legacy.

Bringing Joan to Life through Illustrations



To further enhance the impact of his play, Shaw collaborated with renowned
illustrators of the time to create stunning visuals of Joan's remarkable journey.
These illustrations depict Joan's bravery on the battlefield, her encounters with
saints, and the drama surrounding her trial and subsequent execution.

The illustrations not only serve as powerful visual aids during the play but also
enable readers and viewers to immerse themselves in the world of Saint Joan,
making her story more accessible and relatable. The vivid depictions breathe life
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into Shaw's words, creating a deeply resonating experience for audiences of all
backgrounds.

A Lasting Legacy

Saint Joan's captivating story continues to evoke admiration and fascination in
present times. Her unwavering faith, courage, and commitment to her cause
make her an enduring symbol of bravery and determination. Shaw's play, "Saint
Joan Illustrated," keeps her memory alive and offers a glimpse into the
remarkable life of a woman who defied societal norms and etched her name in
history.

Whether through historical accounts, plays, or illustrations, it is essential that the
story of Saint Joan remain preserved and shared for generations to come. Her
legacy serves as a timeless reminder that even in the face of adversity, one
person's strength, conviction, and devotion have the power to ignite change and
inspire others to break boundaries and pursue their dreams.

Saint Joan Illustrated George Bernard Shaw is more than just a play; it is a
testament to the indomitable spirit of a young woman who defied the odds and
reshaped history. Through Shaw's powerful words and the enchanting illustrations
that accompany them, the life and journey of Saint Joan come to life in a
mesmerizing way.
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Saint Joan is a play by George Bernard Shaw about 15th-century French military
figure Joan of Arc. Premiering in 1923, three years after her canonization by the
Roman Catholic Church, the play reflects Shaw's belief that the people involved
in Joan's trial acted according to what they thought was right. He wrote in his
preface to the play:

There are no villains in the piece. Crime, like disease, is not interesting: it is
something to be done away with by general consent, and that is all [there is]
about it. It is what men do at their best, with good intentions, and what normal
men and women find that they must and will do in spite of their intentions, that
really concern us.
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