
Unlocking the Secret to Literacy Success For
Emergent Bilinguals: Boosting Language
Skills and Confidence
In an increasingly diverse world, ensuring literacy success for emergent bilinguals
has become a critical focus for educators. With the number of students who are
non-native English speakers rising, it is crucial to develop strategies that
empower these learners to excel academically and beyond.

In this article, we will explore the power of language in literacy acquisition and
discuss effective approaches to support emergent bilinguals on their journey
towards literacy success. From embracing cultural diversity to providing targeted
language support, we will uncover the secrets to unlocking the potential of
emergent bilinguals.

The Importance of Language in Literacy Success

Language plays a fundamental role in literacy development. For emergent
bilinguals, establishing a strong foundation in both their native language and
English is key to achieving literacy success. Research shows that a solid grasp of
their first language actually accelerates the learning process of English reading
and writing skills.
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By valuing and nurturing a student's native language, educators can promote a
positive self-identity, enhance cognitive development, and create a bridge to
English. This approach provides emergent bilinguals with the tools they need to
transfer their language skills and effectively engage in the process of acquiring
literacy proficiency.

Embracing Cultural Diversity

One of the greatest assets that emergent bilinguals bring to the classroom is their
rich cultural diversity. By integrating cultural experiences, literature, and customs
into the curriculum, educators can make learning more relevant and meaningful
for these students.

When emergent bilinguals see their cultures and languages represented in the
classroom, it fosters a sense of belonging and connectedness. This positive
environment empowers them to take risks, contribute to discussions, and
ultimately develop a love for reading and writing.

Providing Targeted Language Support

Supporting emergent bilinguals' language needs is crucial for their literacy
success. By offering targeted language support through specialized programs
and resources, educators can address the unique challenges these students
face.
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Strategies such as language immersion, English as a Second Language (ESL)
instruction, and bilingual programs have shown promising results in boosting
emergent bilinguals' language skills. These approaches provide the necessary
scaffolding to bridge the language gap and foster a deep understanding of
academic content.

Cultivating Confidence and Building Literacy Skills

Confidence is a key component of literacy success for emergent bilinguals. To
foster confidence, educators must create a supportive and inclusive classroom
environment that celebrates linguistic diversity and encourages active
participation.

Through interactive activities, group discussions, and collaborative projects,
emergent bilinguals can develop their language skills while gaining confidence in
their ability to communicate effectively. By incorporating multimodal resources like
audio, visuals, and technology, educators can cater to diverse learning styles and
enhance engagement.

In order to ensure the literacy success of emergent bilinguals, it is essential to
acknowledge and embrace their cultural diversity, provide targeted language
support, and cultivate their confidence in communicating effectively. By
implementing these strategies, educators can empower emergent bilinguals to
not only become proficient readers and writers but also engaged learners who
contribute their unique perspectives to the world.
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This practical book will help early childhood teachers (preK–2) understand and
respond to the multiple influences (school, home, and societal) that affect
emergent bilingual children’s academic achievement. The author explains the
foundations of first- and second-language development and then provides
teaching and curriculum practices specific to reading and English language arts.
Chapters address incorporating first-language strengths, acquiring a second
language, learning to read, building vocabulary, comprehending and thinking with
text and language, helping children persevere, and more. Approaches for
collaborating with families accompany each chapter. This book is designed to
help teachers understand the underlying principles so they can modify, develop,
and adjust their practice to be most effective for the emergent bilingual children
they teach. It is a valuable resource for developing bilingual programs, teacher
preparation, and professional development.

“An excellent resource for PreK–2 educators who need to know how to effectively
implement school standards and fortify children's primary languages to guarantee
their success.”
—Anita Pandey, Morgan State University & Author, Language Building Blocks:
Essential Linguistics for Early Childhood Educators
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“It is rare to find a scholar with as much commitment to making research real for
teachers as Theresa Roberts. This book is a gift to teachers and to teacher
education.”
—Sharon Walpole, Delaware University

“This book offers critical information that will enable educators to start students
down the road of literacy and language mastery from the moment they enter a
classroom.”
—Sara Tellman Veloz, founder, Buckerfield Educational Consulting, Inc.
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