
"Unearthing Go Blue Michigan's Greatest
Football Stories: Reliving Classic Moments"
Michigan football has always been known for its rich history, passionate fanbase,
and iconic moments that have shaped the sport. From legendary coaches to
unforgettable game-winning plays, the Wolverines have a storied tradition that
extends back over a century.

In this article, we will dive deep into the greatest football stories from Go Blue
Michigan, highlighting classic moments that defined the program and left a lasting
impact on the college football landscape.

1. The Iconic "Four Horsemen" and the First Michigan-Notre Dame
Clash

One of the earliest and most memorable football stories from Michigan is their
clash against Notre Dame in 1887. This game not only marked the beginning of
one of college football's greatest rivalries but also witnessed the birth of the
famed "Four Horsemen" terminology. The Michigan team, consisting of James E.
Duffy, Thomas H. McNeil, Samuel Fallows, and Martin J. Kelley, earned this
nickname after their exceptional performance against the Fighting Irish. Despite a
tough loss, their legacy lives on in the rivalry's annals.
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2. Fielding Yost's "Point-a-Minute" Teams: Dominating the Early
1900s

Fielding H. Yost, one of the most successful coaches in college football history,
led Michigan to multiple national championships and a lengthy winning streak
during the early 1900s. His innovative "Point-a-Minute" strategy transformed the
game, emphasizing speed and precision. This era saw the rise of stars like Willie
Heston and Bennie Oosterbaan, who ran over opponents while wearing the
maize and blue. Yost's dominance laid the foundation for the program's continued
success.

3. Desmond Howard's Heisman Moment and the Epic Clash with
Ohio State

Desmond Howard's indelible Heisman Trophy-winning season in 1991 remains
one of the greatest individual performances in Michigan football history. His
incredible skills as a wide receiver and electrifying punt returns catapulted him
into college football stardom. But it was his iconic "Heisman pose" touchdown
celebration against Ohio State that etched his name into Wolverine folklore
forever. The game itself was a nail-biting clash between two powerhouses,
elevating the rivalry to new heights.

4. The Return of the Victors: Lloyd Carr's National Championship
Glory
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Under the guidance of head coach Lloyd Carr, Michigan climbed the mountain
once again and captured the national championship in 1997. Led by quarterback
Brian Griese and an impressive defense, the Wolverines showcased their
determination and resilience throughout the entire season. Their victory in the
Rose Bowl against Washington State cemented their place in history, ending a
49-year championship drought for the program and bringing glory back to Go
Blue Michigan.

5. Jim Harbaugh's Return and the Revival of Michigan Football

Jim Harbaugh, a former Michigan quarterback, returned to his alma mater as
head coach in 2015, bringing a renewed sense of optimism and energy to the
program. Through his relentless work ethic and emphasis on player development,
Harbaugh aimed to restore Michigan's winning traditions and reclaim their status
as a perennial powerhouse. This ongoing chapter in Michigan football is filled with
thrilling moments and with each passing season, fans eagerly anticipate the
return of the Wolverines to their former glory.

Uncovering the Legacy, Preserving the Tradition

Go Blue Michigan has given us countless football stories that have become
ingrained in the sport's history. From legendary games and players to iconic
coaching eras, the Wolverines have left an indelible mark on college football. As
the program continues to evolve and define itself, the legacy of Go Blue Michigan
remains, inspiring a new generation of players, coaches, and fans to carry the
torch forward and create even more extraordinary tales on the field.
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Some of greatest untold stories from Michigan’s football program are shared
in this book based on intimate interviews with former players and coaches. Due to
his long history covering Michigan football, author Steve Kornacki was given
open-door access to Lloyd Carr, Bo Schembelcher, and Gary Moeller, all of whom
provided hours of their time sharing their personal accounts and of occurrences
during their coaching tenures; the stuff that legends are made of. Stories include
being in the Michigan locker room after Bo Schembechler’s last game in the Big
House and hearing his rousing speech leading the team in “The Victors” as they
punctuated each verse by thrusting red roses toward the ceiling. Coach Carr tells
about riding in a limousine through New York on the eve of the Heisman Trophy
presentation with Desmond Howard en route to a meeting at NBC Studios with
Tom Brokaw and a night in the green room at Late Night with David Letterman. A
more heartfelt yarn is the “American Dream” tale of quarterback Elvis Grbac’s
Croatian family and the story of center Steve Everitt’s family surviving Hurricane
Andrew in a bathtub with the family dog and his 1990 Gator Bowl MVP trophy. Go
Blue! reaches back to those special places in time in the program’s history in
addition to sharing heartwarming anecdotes. This collection is something no
Michigan football fan will want to be without.
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