
Uncovering the Untold Stories: Documents of
Politics and Protest in Indigenous America
Since 1887 Eugene And
Indigenous communities in America have a rich and vibrant history of political
activism and protest. These movements have played a crucial role in shaping the
social and political landscape, advocating for indigenous rights and challenging
oppressive systems. One significant figure who has documented these struggles
is Eugene And, a renowned historian and activist who dedicated his life to
promoting the voices of indigenous peoples through his collection of documents.

The Life and Work of Eugene And

Eugene And was born into the Yuchi Nation in 1950 and grew up on the
Skokomish reservation in Washington. From a young age, he developed a deep
interest in history and quickly recognized the lack of indigenous perspectives in
mainstream historical narratives. This realization ignited his lifelong mission to
preserve and share the untold stories of indigenous politics and protest.

And studied history at the University of Washington and later pursued a Ph.D. in
Native American Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. During his
studies, he tirelessly collected primary source documents, ranging from personal
letters and speeches to political manifestos and legal proceedings.
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Documents of Indigenous Politics and Protest

And's collection contains an extensive array of documents that shed light on the
political struggles faced by indigenous peoples since 1887. One of the essential
volumes in his collection is titled "Voices Rising: Indigenous Activism in the 20th
Century." This compilation showcases remarkable speeches by influential
indigenous leaders, such as Clyde Warrior, Ada Deer, and Winona LaDuke.

In addition to speeches, And collected newspaper articles, magazine features,
and interviews, providing diverse perspectives on indigenous activism. These
documents offer valuable insights into pivotal events, including the American
Indian Movement (AIM),the fight for tribal sovereignty, and ongoing battles for
land rights and natural resource preservation.

Preserving Indigenous Voices

Eugene And strongly believed that preserving indigenous voices and narratives
was essential for understanding the complex history of Native American
communities. His meticulous documentation has allowed scholars and activists to
access primary sources that otherwise may have been lost to time.
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The digitization of And's collection has further democratized access to these
crucial documents. Online platforms dedicated to indigenous histories, such as
the Native American Rights Fund (NARF) or the National Museum of the
American Indian's digital archive, have made this invaluable resource available to
a wider audience.

The Impact and Legacy

Thanks to Eugene And's dedication, countless researchers, activists, and
students have been able to explore indigenous politics and protest in-depth. By
centering indigenous perspectives, And's work challenges dominant historical
narratives and amplifies the voices and contributions of indigenous leaders
throughout history.

His collection offers a counter-narrative to the erasure of indigenous voices,
allowing for a more nuanced understanding of the ongoing struggles faced by
indigenous communities today. It serves as a reminder of the resilience and
strength exhibited by indigenous activists and their fight for social justice.

The Importance of Remembering

As we reflect on the significance of Eugene And's work, it is crucial to recognize
that indigenous politics and protest are ongoing. Indigenous peoples continue to
face various challenges, including environmental degradation, cultural
assimilation, and systemic barriers.

By acknowledging the historical struggles and achievements of indigenous
communities, we can foster a more inclusive society. And's collection ultimately
serves as a powerful vehicle for advocacy, inspiring future generations to join the
fight for indigenous rights and amplify indigenous voices.



Eugene And's dedication to collecting and preserving documents of politics and
protest in indigenous America since 1887 is an invaluable contribution to the field
of indigenous studies. Through his meticulous work, he has given a voice to the
voiceless, ensuring that the stories of indigenous peoples are not forgotten.

By exploring And's collection, we gain a deeper understanding of the challenges
faced by indigenous communities, the power of collective action, and the ongoing
fight for indigenous rights. His legacy serves to inspire and empower those who
seek social justice and change.
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In this wide-ranging and carefully curated anthology, Daniel M. Cobb presents the
words of Indigenous people who have shaped Native American rights movements
from the late nineteenth century through the present day. Presenting essays,
letters, interviews, speeches, government documents, and other testimony, Cobb
shows how tribal leaders, intellectuals, and activists deployed a variety of protest
methods over more than a century to demand Indigenous sovereignty. As these
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documents show, Native peoples have adopted a wide range of strategies in this
struggle, invoking "American" and global democratic ideas about citizenship,
freedom, justice, consent of the governed, representation, and personal and civil
liberties while investing them with indigenized meanings.

The more than fifty documents gathered here are organized chronologically and
thematically for ease in classroom and research use. They address the
aspirations of Indigenous nations and individuals within Canada, Hawaii, and
Alaska as well as the continental United States, placing their activism in both
national and international contexts. The collection's topical breadth, analytical
framework, and emphasis on unpublished materials offer students and scholars
new sources with which to engage and explore American Indian thought and
political action.
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