Theology As If Animals Mattered: Exploring
the Divine Connection with the Animal
Kingdom

When it comes to theology, most discussions revolve around the human
relationship with the divine. However, what if we broaden our perspective and
consider the significance of animals in theological discourse? This thought-
provoking article delves into the concept of "Theology As If Animals Mattered,"
exploring the intricate connection between humans, animals, and the divine. Join
us on this enlightening journey as we unravel the profound implications of

recognizing the sacredness of all living creatures.

The Divine Reflection in Animals

In many religious texts, humans are often portrayed as being made in the image
of the divine. This understanding has led to a belief in human exceptionalism,
where our species is considered superior and separate from the rest of the
animal kingdom. However, a growing movement in theology challenges this

notion and proposes that animals, too, bear the imprint of the divine.

By embracing the idea of Theology As If Animals Mattered, theologians argue that
recognizing the divine reflection in animals has significant implications for our
relationship with them. Animals cease to be mere resources for human
consumption or objects of scientific study but become sacred beings deserving of

respect and care.
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The Healing Power of Animal Companionship

Animals have long been recognized for their ability to provide healing and
companionship to humans. From therapy dogs offering emotional support to
individuals with mental health issues, to horses providing therapeutic riding
experiences for those with physical disabilities, animals have a unique way of

connecting with us on a deep, spiritual level.

Theological perspectives that acknowledge the importance of animal
companionship emphasize the role of animals as fellow travelers on our spiritual
journey. They remind us of the interconnectedness of all living beings and the
importance of nurturing these relationships for our well-being. The unconditional
love and acceptance that animals offer can be spiritually transformative, opening

our hearts to the divine presence in our lives.

The Liberation of Animal Stewardship

One of the central tenets of Theology As If Animals Mattered is the liberation of
animal stewardship from anthropocentric control. Traditionally, humans have

viewed animals as subservient to our needs, exploiting them for food, clothing,
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and labor. However, this perspective fails to recognize the inherent value and

worth of animals as individuals.

By reframing our understanding of stewardship, theologians argue for an
approach that centers on empathy, compassion, and responsibility. This shift calls
for the rejection of systems that exploit animals, such as factory farming and the
use of animals in entertainment. Instead, it emphasizes the ethical treatment of
animals, prioritizing their well-being and acknowledging their agency within

creation.

The Eschatological Hope for Animals

The concept of eschatology refers to the theological beliefs concerning the
ultimate destiny of all creation. In many religious traditions, conversations about
eschatology often focus solely on the salvation of human souls. However,
proponents of Theology As If Animals Mattered argue that a comprehensive
understanding of eschatology must include a vision of redemption for animals as

well.

This perspective envisions a future where the suffering and exploitation of
animals come to an end. It offers a hopeful vision of a restored paradise, where
humans and animals coexist in harmony, freed from the chains of oppression and
violence. By embracing this broader eschatological hope, theologians emphasize
the interconnectedness and interdependence of all living creatures as we journey

towards a shared destiny.

Embracing Theology As If Animals Mattered

Theology As If Animals Mattered encourages us to reevaluate our relationship
with the animal kingdom and recognize the intrinsic worth of all living beings. By

acknowledging the divine reflection in animals, we are compelled to treat them



with respect and care, honoring their agency and their contribution to the tapestry

of creation.

We are called to advocate for the ethical treatment of animals, recognizing their
right to live free from exploitation and harm. This means supporting movements
that champion animal welfare and challenging systems that perpetuate their

suffering, such as factory farming and animal testing.

Moreover, embracing Theology As If Animals Mattered invites us to deepen our
spiritual connection with animals. Whether through the companionship of pets,
volunteering at animal sanctuaries, or engaging in conservation efforts, we can

actively participate in the healing and redemption of our shared world.

The Divine Tapestry of Life

, Theology As If Animals Mattered presents a powerful perspective that
engenders a more compassionate and just relationship between humans,
animals, and the divine. By recognizing the sacredness of animals, we expand
our understanding of theology and invite a more inclusive and holistic spiritual

journey.

Let us embrace this theology that challenges us to live in harmony with our
animal companions, stewarding the earth with empathy and care. As we do so,
we can contribute to the realization of a future where all creatures are seen as

essential threads in the divine tapestry of life.
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Gary Kowalski, author of The Souls of Animals, explores the ancient stories of the

Creation, Noah's Ark, Abraham's near sacrifice of Isaac, the torment of Job, and
Jonah and the whale to explore their relevance today —especially in regard to
how we view and treat other animals. Kowalski draws together the fascinating
findings of animal science with the best religious scholarship to create an
ecologically inspired rendition of the scriptures that honors the sanctity and
kinship of all living beings. In lyrical and affecting prose, Kowalski uncovers the
psychological and spiritual connections we have with other animals and those,
such as children, who are left in our care. He calls for a different reading of the
ancient wisdom of the Bible—one that advocates nonviolence, tolerates

difference, and demands justice.
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