The Vagaries Of Swing Footprints On The
Margate Sands Of Time

The nostalgic coastal town of Margate, located in the southeastern county of
Kent, England, holds intriguing stories that span across different eras. From its
humble beginnings as a fishing village to its heyday as a popular seaside resort,
Margate has witnessed the ebb and flow of time, leaving behind footprints

embodying the joys, sorrows, and memories of generations.

A Swing Through History

Step back in time to the Victorian era, when Margate experienced its first
significant wave of popularity. The town transformed into a fashionable

destination for wealthy Londoners seeking respite from the bustling city life.

At the heart of Margate's charm was the allure of its sandy beaches, which
became the canvas for countless stories of laughter and joy. The sound of
children's laughter filled the air as they played on the swings — simple structures
that held an extraordinary power to transport imaginations and make hearts soar.
With each swing, a fleeting moment of weightlessness was captured, etching a

memory in the sands of time.
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As the swinging motion transcended generations, the footprints on Margate's
sands expanded and overlapped. The crude wooden swings of yesteryear were
replaced by more elaborate metal structures in the early 20th century, eliciting
expressions of delight from locals and visitors alike. The shift in swing design
reflected the changing times, acting as a visible testament to the passage of

years.

Dancing Swings and Love Stories

Margate's swinging legacy extended beyond mere enjoyment for children. In the
1930s, the town saw the emergence of "dancing swings" — swings specifically
designed for adults looking for a playful escape. Couples would sashay through
the air, their laughter echoing out over the waves, creating harmonies with

seagulls and the buzz of a vibrant summer atmosphere.

It is said that the swinging motion opened doors to chance encounters, resulting
in lifelong friendships and even budding romances. The whimsical dance
between strangers brought forth a unique sense of serendipity, forever recorded

in the footprints on Margate sands.

A Pause in Swing

Unfortunately, during World War Il, Margate's vibrancy diminished as the town
was heavily affected by bombings. The swinging movement came to a somber
pause, and the once bustling streets echoed with the haunting sounds of

destruction. Lives were lost, and cherished memories turned to rubble.
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Yet, in the face of adversity, Margate stood resilient. As the war ended and the
rebuilding process commenced, swing footprints reappeared on the sands,
signaling a revitalization of hope and a yearning for joyous moments to come

once again.

The Modern Swing Renaissance

Today, Margate continues to embrace its swinging heritage, fusing the nostalgia
of the past with the vibrancy of the present. Remnants of swing structures can still

be found along the coast, reminding visitors of a bygone era.

However, the swing has evolved beyond physical structures. In the virtual realm,
swings manifest as memories, photographs, and shared experiences. People
may no longer hear the creaking of swings in the salty sea breeze, but the spirit
of swing lives on, impacting lives and weaving new stories that merge with those

etched in the sands of time.

The footprints left by swings on Margate's sandy shores are more than mere
imprints; they are the testament to the enduring nature of joy, connection, and the
passage of years. They represent memories made, lives changed, and the
indelible mark we leave on this world. The vagaries of swing footprints on the
Margate sands of time reveal the profound impact of something as seemingly
simple as a swing and remind us of the beauty that lies within the passage of

time.
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The BBC TV series “True Love” was the catalyst for this tale, portraying various
romantic encounters, all set by the Margate seaside. True love has many forms. A
passion for cricket can also be a manifestation of love. Yet it is impossible to
discuss cricket, with its broad themes, without reflecting on life itself. | have set
my story broadly in 1965, when a girl lost her life. At the time, her death meant
little to us but such are the vagaries of writing, that the more | researched the
subject, the greater | became drawn in. Any discussion on the circumstances
surrounding her murder led inevitably to the inclusion of another theme, which |
have encountered in life, violence towards women. | still return to Margate
regularly and regard it with deep affection. It was in danger of becoming a
wasteland. There are those now, some famous, some often unsung, trying to

fashion a resurgence. Another form of true love. May their guardian angels help

them succeed.
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