
The Untold Visions of World Order: How
Britain and the United States Shaped the Post-
War Era
World War II was a turning point in history that reshaped the global landscape
and prompted a search for a new world order. In the aftermath of the war, two key
players, Britain and the United States, emerged as leaders with their own visions
of how to create a stable and prosperous post-war world. From 1939 to 1950,
these nations were at the forefront of shaping the future of international relations,
each with their unique aspirations and strategies.

The Great Dictator: Winston Churchill's Vision

Winston Churchill, the British Prime Minister during most of World War II, had a
grand vision for the world order. He believed in the ideals of democracy, liberty,
and the British Empire. Churchill envisioned a post-war world where the British
Empire would continue to play a significant role, acting as a force for stability,
democracy, and justice.

Under Churchill's leadership, Britain sought to preserve its empire and its
dominant position in global affairs. Churchill feared the rise of Soviet communism
and sought to contain its influence. He championed the idea of a united Western
front to counter the expansionist policies of the Soviet Union and prevent further
aggression in Europe. Churchill's vision heavily influenced the United States and
set the stage for the Cold War.
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From Isolationism to Internationalism: Franklin D. Roosevelt's
Vision

On the other side of the Atlantic, Franklin D. Roosevelt, the President of the
United States, had his own unique vision for the post-war world order. Roosevelt,
who led the United States through the Great Depression and most of World War
II, believed in international cooperation and collective security.

Roosevelt saw the failure of isolationism and believed that the United States had
a responsibility to promote peace and stability worldwide. He championed the
creation of international organizations, such as the United Nations, to prevent
future conflicts and ensure a just and equitable world order. Roosevelt's vision
was centered around unity, collaboration, and a new era of international
cooperation.

Clashing Visions and the Emergence of the Cold War

While both Churchill and Roosevelt shared a common goal of preventing the
spread of Soviet communism, their visions clashed in significant ways. Churchill's
emphasis on maintaining the British Empire clashed with Roosevelt's call for self-
determination and decolonization.
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The Yalta Conference of 1945 highlighted these differences in vision. Churchill
wanted to preserve British influence in Eastern Europe, while Roosevelt
prioritized democratic governments and independence for countries in the region.
These differing views set the stage for the emerging Cold War between the
United States and the Soviet Union.

A New World Order Takes Shape

Despite their differences, Britain and the United States played crucial roles in
shaping the post-war world order. Through international forums like the United
Nations and the creation of institutions like the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund, these nations worked towards creating a system to prevent
future global conflicts and foster economic cooperation.

The Marshall Plan, initiated by the United States, aimed to rebuild war-torn
Europe and promote economic recovery. Britain also played an essential role in
the reconstruction efforts and the establishment of the welfare state domestically.
These initiatives contributed to the emergence of a new world order based on
economic interdependence and collective security.

Legacy and Lessons

The visions of Churchill and Roosevelt, alongside their respective nations, have
had a lasting impact on the international system. The Cold War dominated global
politics for decades, leading to proxy wars, nuclear arms races, and pervasive
mistrust between the superpowers.

However, the principles set forth by these leaders, such as self-determination,
democracy, and international cooperation, continue to shape the rules-based
international order today. The legacy of their visions, both in Britain and the



United States, serves as a reminder of the power of bold ideas and the
importance of seeking peace, stability, and justice on a global scale.

The visions of world order in Britain and the United States from 1939 to 1950
were instrumental in shaping the post-war era. Winston Churchill and Franklin D.
Roosevelt, with their differing visions for the future, set the stage for the Cold War
and the subsequent international dynamics that followed. Despite their
differences, their shared goal of preventing the spread of Soviet communism laid
the foundation for a new world order based on collaboration, economic
interdependence, and collective security. Their legacies continue to impact the
international system, reminding us of the power of leadership and the pursuit of a
better world.
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How competing visions of world order in the 1940s gave rise to the modern
concept of globalism
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During and after the Second World War, public intellectuals in Britain and the
United States grappled with concerns about the future of democracy, the
prospects of liberty, and the decline of the imperial system. Without using the
term "globalization," they identified a shift toward technological, economic,
cultural, and political interconnectedness and developed a "globalist" ideology to
reflect this new postwar reality. The Emergence of Globalism examines the
competing visions of world order that shaped these debates and led to the
development of globalism as a modern political concept.

Shedding critical light on this neglected chapter in the history of political thought,
Or Rosenboim describes how a transnational network of globalist thinkers
emerged from the traumas of war and expatriation in the 1940s and how their
ideas drew widely from political philosophy, geopolitics, economics, imperial
thought, constitutional law, theology, and philosophy of science. She presents
compelling portraits of Raymond Aron, Owen Lattimore, Lionel Robbins, Barbara
Wootton, Friedrich Hayek, Lionel Curtis, Richard McKeon, Michael Polanyi, Lewis
Mumford, Jacques Maritain, Reinhold Niebuhr, H. G. Wells, and others.
Rosenboim shows how the globalist debate they embarked on sought to balance
the tensions between a growing recognition of pluralism on the one hand and an
appreciation of the unity of humankind on the other.

An engaging look at the ideas that have shaped today's world, The Emergence of
Globalism is a major work of intellectual history that is certain to fundamentally
transform our understanding of the globalist ideal and its origins.
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