
The Untold Story of Iraq and Iran After the
Gulf Wars: From Destruction to Reconciliation
It has been decades since the Gulf Wars transformed the landscape of the Middle
East, leaving Iraq and Iran devastated and fractured. The long-lasting effects of
these conflicts continue to shape the region today, often overshadowing the
stories of resilience, rebuilding, and attempts at reconciliation.

Rebuilding Lives and Infrastructures

The fall of Saddam Hussein's regime in Iraq and the subsequent ousting of the
Taliban in Afghanistan marked the beginning of a tumultuous journey towards
rebuilding both nations. Amidst the chaos, ordinary citizens sought to piece their
lives back together, overcoming immense challenges in the process.

In Iraq, the destruction caused by both the Gulf War in the 1990s and the Iraq
War in the early 2000s left the country's infrastructure shattered. Roads, bridges,
schools, and hospitals were either in ruins or severely damaged. Rebuilding
these essential structures became a top priority for the new Iraqi government.
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Meanwhile, in Iran, the aftermath of the Gulf Wars brought a different set of
challenges. The war with Iraq in the 1980s had already caused immense
destruction and loss of life. The subsequent economic sanctions further hindered
Iran's progress, isolating it from the international community.

Despite these obstacles, both nations made remarkable efforts to reconstruct
what was lost. Through international aid, internal initiatives, and the resilience of
their people, Iraq and Iran slowly began to restore their countries.

Political Shifts and Regional Dynamics

The aftermath of the Gulf Wars had profound political implications in the region.

In Iraq, the fall of Saddam Hussein created a power vacuum, leading to a series
of political struggles and a new wave of sectarian violence. The delicate balance
between different ethnic and religious groups was disrupted, sowing the seeds of
further conflicts that would last for years. However, the country also saw glimmers
of hope, as Iraqis began engaging in the political process and advocating for a
more inclusive government.

In Iran, the perception of the country as a regional threat grew in the aftermath of
the Gulf Wars. U.S.-led military interventions in the region and the ongoing
nuclear program in Iran heightened tensions between the country and the
international community. Nevertheless, Iran also experienced internal changes,
with calls for increased political transparency and social reforms.

Paths to Reconciliation
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Despite the complexities of post-Gulf War dynamics, there have been attempts at
reconciliation.

The formation of the Iraqi government in the wake of Saddam Hussein's fall
marked an important step towards reconciliation. Different political factions,
representing various ethnic and religious groups, came together to govern the
country. However, sectarian tensions and external influences continued to pose
significant challenges.

In Iran, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) signed in 2015 aimed to
limit Iran's nuclear program in exchange for sanctions relief, offering a chance for
Iran to engage more constructively with the international community. While the
agreement faced challenges and changes in subsequent years, it represented an
opportunity for dialogue and diplomacy.

Looking Ahead: Overcoming the Legacy of the Wars

As Iraq and Iran continue to navigate their post-Gulf War realities, there are
glimpses of hope for a more peaceful and prosperous future. Rebuilding
infrastructure, strengthening political institutions, and fostering regional
cooperation are key to overcoming the legacy of these wars.

The people of Iraq and Iran have shown their resilience time and time again.
From the ashes of conflict, they have rebuilt their lives, pursued education, and
embraced cultural milestones. Grassroots movements, civil society organizations,
and ordinary citizens are actively engaging in initiatives promoting unity, dialogue,
and the pursuit of shared values.

While many challenges still lie ahead, the untold story of Iraq and Iran after the
Gulf Wars is not one of perpetual conflict but rather one of ongoing efforts for
reconstruction, reconciliation, and building a better future.
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This highly controversial and topical book provides the first full, balanced account
of how Iraq cheated the UN inspectors on disarmament and how the US
manipulated and infiltrated the UN inspection teams and other staff to gather
intelligence on Iraq to overthrow Saddam Hussein.

Aimed at the general reader, it follows and assesses the role of Saddam Hussein
who became president of Iraq in 1979. Dilip Hiro, an experienced journalist who
has written extensively on the region, provides a historical and accessible
perspective to the relationship between Iraq and Iran and examines the
consequences of internationally significant events such as the death of Ayatollah
Khomeini in Iran a year after the end of the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq War and the 1990
invasion of Kuwait by Saddam Hussein.

Providing a full account and analysis of events in Iraq since the 1991 Gulf War,
he contrasts the long totalitarianism under Hussein with the evolution of the
political-religious system in Iran and the development of its internal politics.
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This is an essential overview to the conflicts in the Gulf, and should be read by
anyone with an interest in the region, its politics and its interactions with the US
and UN.
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