
The Untold Story: The Making Of The Filipino
American Community In Stockton California
Stockton, California, a city with a rich and diverse history, has seen the
development of several vibrant and thriving communities over the years. Among
them, the Filipino American community holds a unique place. Often overlooked in
discussions of American immigration and assimilation, the story of how this
community emerged and contributed to the fabric of Stockton is one that
deserves to be told.

The Arrival

The roots of the Filipino American community in Stockton can be traced back to
the early 20th century. In search of better economic opportunities, many Filipinos
made the journey across the Pacific Ocean to settle in America. They arrived in
Stockton, drawn by the promise of work in agriculture, canneries, and other labor-
intensive industries.

Life in Stockton wasn't easy for these early immigrants. They faced
discrimination, low wages, and often lived in substandard housing. However, their
determination and resilience helped them overcome the challenges and build a
sense of camaraderie and support within their community.
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Building Blocks

One of the crucial elements in the making of the Filipino American community in
Stockton was the establishment of social and cultural organizations. These
organizations provided a sense of belonging, preserved Filipino traditions, and
helped newcomers navigate the complexities of American society.

The development of community centers, churches, and schools played a
significant role in fostering a strong sense of identity and unity. These institutions
became important gathering places where Filipino Americans could celebrate
their heritage, preserve their language, and pass on their customs and traditions
to future generations.

Economic Contributions

While facing various challenges, Filipino Americans in Stockton made significant
contributions to the local economy. Many worked in the agricultural industry,
cultivating crops and supporting the thriving agricultural sector of the region.

Additionally, Filipino American entrepreneurs started businesses in Stockton,
ranging from small mom-and-pop stores to larger enterprises. Through their hard
work and entrepreneurial spirit, they not only supported their families but also
helped shape the local economy and created job opportunities for others in the
community.

Political Empowerment
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As the Filipino American community grew in size and influence, its members
began to actively engage in political processes. In Stockton, Filipino Americans
participated in local politics, advocating for their rights, promoting social justice,
and improving community conditions.

Several community leaders emerged, who, through their involvement in politics,
fought for equality, challenged discriminatory practices, and paved the way for
future generations of Filipino Americans to participate in civic affairs.

Preserving Cultural Heritage

The Filipino American community in Stockton has worked tirelessly to preserve its
cultural heritage and pass it on to younger generations. Festivals, cultural events,
and Filipino American heritage month celebrations are just some of the ways in
which this vibrant community showcases its rich traditions, customs, and
contributions.

Language classes, dance troupes, and music groups have also played a
significant role in preserving the Filipino identity. By actively engaging in cultural
preservation and education, the community ensures that future generations have
a strong understanding and appreciation of their Filipino roots.

The making of the Filipino American community in Stockton, California, is a
testament to the resilience, strength, and contributions of its members. From the
early pioneers who faced adversity to the current generation preserving their
cultural heritage, this community has thrived and left an indelible mark on the city.

Despite the challenges faced along the way, the Filipino American community in
Stockton has overcome obstacles, built strong bonds, and flourished
economically, socially, and politically. Their story is an inspiration and a reminder
of the rich tapestry of immigrant experiences that mold the American identity.
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In the early twentieth century—not long after 1898, when the United States
claimed the Philippines as an American colony—Filipinas/os became a vital part
of the agricultural economy of California's fertile San Joaquin Delta. In downtown
Stockton, they created Little Manila, a vibrant community of hotels, pool halls,
dance halls, restaurants, grocery stores, churches, union halls, and barbershops.
Little Manila was home to the largest community of Filipinas/os outside of the
Philippines until the neighborhood was decimated by urban redevelopment in the
1960s. Narrating a history spanning much of the twentieth century, Dawn
Bohulano Mabalon traces the growth of Stockton's Filipina/o American
community, the birth and eventual destruction of Little Manila, and recent efforts
to remember and preserve it.

Mabalon draws on oral histories, newspapers, photographs, personal archives,
and her own family's history in Stockton. She reveals how Filipina/o immigrants
created a community and ethnic culture shaped by their identities as colonial
subjects of the United States, their racialization in Stockton as brown people, and
their collective experiences in the fields and in the Little Manila neighborhood. In
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the process, Mabalon places Filipinas/os at the center of the development of
California agriculture and the urban West.
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