
The Untold Stories of Daughters Of The Trade:
Unraveling the Forgotten Heroines

Hidden within the annals of history lie countless stories waiting to be unveiled.
One such incredible narrative belongs to the Daughters Of The Trade, a group of
brave, resilient women who persevered against all odds during the era of the
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transatlantic slave trade. These remarkable heroines, often overlooked and
overshadowed, deserve to have their voices heard and their stories shared.

Origins of the Daughters Of The Trade

The Daughters Of The Trade were descendants of African women who, against
their will, were forcibly transported across the Atlantic Ocean during the brutal
slave trade. However, their journey did not start there. It began generations
before, when African societies were disrupted, and their people were captured
and sold into slavery.
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These women, often young girls, were traded and transported to various parts of
the Americas, where they were subjected to unimaginable cruelty and violence.
Yet, even amidst the inhumane conditions, they managed to preserve their
cultural heritage and maintain their strength.

Life as Daughters Of The Trade
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Life as a Daughter Of The Trade was fraught with uncertainty and anguish.
Separated from their families, these women were forced to adapt to an unfamiliar
world, where they were regarded as nothing more than commodities.

Many Daughters Of The Trade were given new names, stripping them of their
birth identities. Yet, within their hearts, they clung to remnants of their true
heritage. Songs, dances, and stories carried across generations kept their
memories alive, acting as a beacon of hope in the darkest of times.

Resilience and Resistance

Despite the immense hardships they faced, the Daughters Of The Trade
exhibited unparalleled resilience. They formed tight-knit communities within the
oppressive slave quarters, helping one another endure the trials of their everyday
lives.

Resisting against their oppressors, these women engaged in acts of rebellion,
albeit secretively. They defied the dehumanizing treatment through subtle
subversions, using traditional healing practices and spiritual beliefs to foster
strength and unity among their peers. Their silent resistance formed the
foundation of a legacy that continues to resonate today.

Telling Their Stories



For centuries, the stories of these extraordinary women have remained unseen
and unheard. While history predominantly focuses on the male narratives of
resistance and survival, the significance of women's contributions often goes
unrecognized.

However, in recent years, scholars and historians have begun delving into the
accounts and experiences of the Daughters Of The Trade, shedding light on the
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overlooked heroines of the past. Through meticulous research and analysis, their
stories are finally being brought to the forefront.

Legacy and Impact

The resilience and determination exhibited by the Daughters Of The Trade cannot
be overstated. Their cultural influences, traditions, and survival strategies have
shaped not only their direct descendants but also the wider African diaspora.

These women left a lasting legacy that permeates throughout history, igniting a
sense of empowerment for generations to come. By unraveling their stories, we
pay homage to their endurance and celebrate the strength of the human spirit
even in the face of unimaginable adversity.

The Daughters Of The Trade stand as symbols of resistance, resilience, and
hope. Their stories serve as testaments to the strength of the human spirit and
the power of unity. As we uncover the untold narratives of these forgotten
heroines, it becomes our duty to champion their legacies and ensure their
indomitable spirits are never forgotten.

Keywords: Daughters Of The Trade, transatlantic slave trade, resilience,
forgotten heroines, legacy, strength
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Severine Brock's first language was Ga, yet it was not surprising when, in 1842,
she married Edward Carstensen. He was the last governor of Christiansborg, the
fort that, in the eighteenth century, had been the center of Danish slave trading in
West Africa. She was the descendant of Ga-speaking women who had married
Danish merchants and traders. Their marriage would have been familiar to Gold
Coast traders going back nearly 150 years. In Daughters of the Trade, Pernille
Ipsen follows five generations of marriages between African women and Danish
men, revealing how interracial marriage created a Euro-African hybrid culture
specifically adapted to the Atlantic slave trade.

Although interracial marriage was prohibited in European colonies throughout the
Atlantic world, in Gold Coast slave-trading towns it became a recognized and
respected custom. Cassare, or "keeping house," gave European men the support
of African women and their kin, which was essential for their survival and
success, while African families made alliances with European traders and
secured the legitimacy of their offspring by making the unions official.

For many years, Euro-African families lived in close proximity to the violence of
the slave trade. Sheltered by their Danish names and connections, they grew
wealthy and influential. But their powerful position on the Gold Coast did not
extend to the broader Atlantic world, where the link between blackness and
slavery grew stronger, and where Euro-African descent did not guarantee
privilege. By the time Severine Brock married Edward Carstensen, their world
had changed. Daughters of the Trade uncovers the vital role interracial marriage
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played in the coastal slave trade, the production of racial difference, and the
increasing stratification of the early modern Atlantic world.
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