
The Untold Heroes: North Carolina Black
Soldiers in the Civil War Era
When we think about the American Civil War, we often overlook the significant
contributions made by black soldiers, especially those from North Carolina. These
brave men risked their lives, fought against oppression, and played a crucial role
in shaping the outcome of the war. Join us on a journey to explore the untold
stories of North Carolina's black soldiers during the Civil War era.

The Importance of North Carolina

North Carolina's strategic location made it a critical state during the Civil War. As
part of the Confederacy, it was responsible for providing troops and supplies to
the Southern armies. The state's economic and political influence within the
Confederacy cannot be underestimated.

Before the war, slavery was deeply ingrained in North Carolina's society.
However, as the conflict escalated, enslaved people began seeing the Union
Army as a beacon of hope and a way to secure their freedom. Thousands of
black men, both free and enslaved, enlisted in the Union Army, determined to
fight for their rights and for the freedom of others.
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The Formation of the United States Colored Troops (USCT)

As the demand for black soldiers increased, the Union authorized the formation of
regiments made up exclusively of African American men. These regiments were
named the United States Colored Troops (USCT). Eventually, 180,000 black men
served in the USCT, making up almost 10% of the Union Army.

In North Carolina, the 35th and 36th USCT regiments were formed, composed
mostly of free black men and former slaves from the state. As the war
progressed, their ranks swelled with eager recruits willing to fight for their
freedom and equal rights.

The Challenges Faced by North Carolina's Black Soldiers

Enlisting in the USCT was not without its challenges for black soldiers from North
Carolina. They faced racial discrimination, unequal pay, and an increased risk of
violence if captured by Confederate forces. Despite these challenges, their
dedication and resilience never wavered.

North Carolina's black soldiers often faced harsh treatment from their white
counterparts in the Union Army. Many white soldiers believed that black soldiers
were inferior and didn't deserve the same treatment and recognition. However,
this didn't deter the black soldiers' determination to prove their worth and
contribute to the Union Army's success.

The Fight for Equal Rights
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While the primary objective of the Civil War was to preserve the Union, it also
served as a catalyst for the struggle for equal rights for African Americans. North
Carolina's black soldiers understood the significance of their participation in the
war and perceived it as an opportunity to fight for a better future.

Their bravery and service played a crucial role in changing public opinion, both in
the North and the South. By consistently demonstrating their military prowess and
dedication to the Union cause, black soldiers challenged the widely held
stereotypes about their race.

Unsung Heroes

The stories of North Carolina's black soldiers often go untold, overshadowed by
more recognized figures and events of the Civil War. Despite their bravery and
sacrifices, these brave men seldom receive the recognition they deserve.

It is essential to remember the contributions of North Carolina's black soldiers
during the Civil War era. Their determination to fight against oppression and
secure their freedom paved the way for future generations and contributed to the
eventual outcome of the war.

Legacy and Remembrance

Today, North Carolina proudly honors its black soldiers from the Civil War era.
Monuments and memorials have been erected to commemorate their bravery
and sacrifice. Museums and educational programs strive to shed light on the
stories of these unsung heroes, ensuring that their legacy lives on.

The brave men who fought as North Carolina black soldiers in the Civil War era
played a significant role in shaping the United States as we know it today. Their



sacrifices and determination paved the way for future generations, setting an
example of resilience and courage.

The stories of North Carolina's black soldiers during the Civil War era are stories
of resilience, courage, and determination. These unsung heroes played a vital
role in shaping the outcome of the war and fighting for the rights and freedom of
all African Americans.

As we reflect on the past, it is crucial to acknowledge and honor the contributions
of those who often go unnoticed. North Carolina's black soldiers are worthy of our
remembrance and gratitude - their sacrifices serving as a testament to the
indomitable spirit of the human will.
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More than 5,000 North Carolina slaves escaped from their white owners to serve
in the Union army during the Civil War. In Freedom for Themselves Richard Reid
explores the stories of black soldiers from four regiments raised in North Carolina.
Constructing a multidimensional portrait of the soldiers and their families, he
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provides a new understanding of the spectrum of black experience during and
aftger the war.
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