
The Ultimate Guide to Mastering Tarrega's 16
Right Hand Arpeggio Studies on Ukulele
Are you an enthusiastic ukulele player looking to take your skills to the next level?
Have you ever wondered how to master the beautiful arpeggio techniques
pioneered by the legendary Spanish guitarist Francisco Tarrega? Look no further
– in this comprehensive guide, we will delve deep into Tarrega's 16 Right Hand
Arpeggio Studies, specifically tailored for the ukulele. By the end of this article,
you'll be equipped with the knowledge and practice exercises necessary to
impress your audience with mesmerizing arpeggio melodies.

The Origins and Significance of Tarrega's 16 Right Hand Arpeggio
Studies

Francisco Tarrega, born in 1852, was a gifted Spanish composer and guitarist.
Often referred to as the "father of classical guitar," Tarrega revolutionized guitar
playing techniques, and his influence can still be felt in contemporary music. His
16 Right Hand Arpeggio Studies are renowned for their technical complexity and
captivating melodies. Originally composed for the classical guitar, these studies
have been adapted for the ukulele, providing a unique and refreshing challenge
for aspiring ukulele players.

The Building Blocks: How Arpeggios Work

Before diving into Tarrega's studies, it is crucial to understand the fundamental
principles of arpeggios. An arpeggio is a musical technique where the notes of a
chord are played sequentially rather than simultaneously. By mastering
arpeggios, you gain the ability to highlight individual notes and create melodic
lines within a chord progression. This skill will undoubtedly elevate your ukulele
playing to new heights.
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Unlocking Tarrega's Techniques: Analyzing the 16 Right Hand
Arpeggio Studies

Now, let's explore each of Tarrega's 16 Right Hand Arpeggio Studies in detail. We
will examine the technical challenges they present and provide practice exercises
to help you master each study. By the end of this section, you'll have a solid
foundation in Tarrega's techniques, allowing you to apply them creatively in your
own compositions and performances.

Study 1: Thumb and Index Finger Pizzicato

This initial study focuses on developing precision and control over your thumb
and index finger. With a series of pizzicato movements, your fingers will learn to
pluck the strings with a refined touch, producing resonant and vibrant sounds. To
practice this, start by playing simple open chords while alternating between your
thumb and index finger plucking the strings.

Study 2: Triplet Arpeggios
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In this study, Tarrega introduces triplets, adding a layer of rhythmic complexity to
your arpeggio playing. By perfecting this technique, you'll be able to navigate
intricate chord progressions with ease. Begin by practicing slow and controlled
triplet arpeggios on open position chords, gradually increasing the tempo as you
gain proficiency.

Study 3: Slurs and Staccatos

Tarrega's third study incorporates slurs (hammer-ons and pull-offs) and staccatos
to enhance your overall expressiveness. These techniques allow you to create a
more dynamic and engaging performance. Focus on executing clean and
accurate slurs while maintaining a distinct separation between staccato notes.

Study 4: Melodic Thumb

In this study, Tarrega highlights the importance of your thumb's role as a melodic
voice within arpeggios. By emphasizing specific thumb notes, you can add a
melodic layer to your chord progressions. Start by isolating the thumb notes in
simple chord shapes and gradually incorporate them into more complex arpeggio
patterns.

Study 5: Harmonics

Harmonics add a magical touch to your arpeggios, creating a sparkling and
ethereal sound. Tarrega's fifth study introduces the skill of producing harmonics,
leveraging the natural harmonics present on the ukulele fretboard. Experiment
with different hand positions and pressure to achieve the desired harmonics.

Study 6: Tremolo Picking

Tremolo picking is a breathtaking technique that allows you to create sustained
and rapid-fire notes within an arpeggio. Tarrega's sixth study challenges you to
perfect this technique, unlocking new possibilities for dynamic and emotive



performances. Start slowly, gradually increasing your picking speed while
maintaining accuracy and clarity.

Study 7: Chromatic Movement

This study introduces chromatic movement within arpeggios, adding a touch of
sophistication and tension to your playing. By incorporating chromatic notes, you
can create smooth and seamless transitions between chords. Begin by practicing
chromatic movement on simple chord shapes, gradually exploring more complex
progressions.

Studies 8-16: Advanced Techniques

The remaining studies in Tarrega's collection introduce advanced techniques
such as artificial harmonics, legato playing, and fingerpicking patterns. Each
study builds upon the previous ones, incorporating more complex rhythms and
challenging finger positions. Develop your proficiency in these techniques by
practicing each study diligently, gradually increasing the tempo as you progress.

Mastering Tarrega's 16 Right Hand Arpeggio Studies: Practice Tips

While the journey to mastering Tarrega's studies may seem daunting, consistency
and patience are key. Here are some practice tips to aid you in your quest:

1. Start Slowly: Build a solid foundation by practicing each study at a
comfortable tempo. Focus on accuracy and clean execution before adding
speed.

2. Break It Down: If a particular passage proves challenging, break it down into
smaller segments and practice them individually. Gradually piece them
together as you gain confidence.



3. Record Yourself: Regularly record your practice sessions and
performances. Listening back to your recordings will reveal areas that need
improvement and allow you to track your progress over time.

4. Experiment and Adapt: Don't be afraid to experiment with different
fingerings, dynamics, and interpretations of the studies. Make them your own
and embrace your unique musicality.

5. Seek Guidance: Consider seeking guidance from a ukulele teacher or
joining a community of fellow players. Learning from others and sharing
insights can significantly accelerate your progress.

Tarrega's 16 Right Hand Arpeggio Studies provide an exceptional opportunity for
ukulele players to expand their technical skills and develop a deeper
understanding of musical expression. By dedicating time and effort to practicing
these studies, you'll unlock a world of possibilities for captivating performances
and creative compositions. So grab your ukulele, apply the techniques outlined in
this guide, and embark on a musical journey that will leave both you and your
audience in awe.
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Much Tarrega has been transcribed from guitar to ukulele. His right hand studies,
however deserve to be enjoyed by ukulele players as well as guitarists. This book
contains not only 16 of these studies, but several original ones based on the
Tarrega patterns.
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