
The Story Of Vermont's Largest Little Known
Lake: Exploring the Hidden Wonders of Lake
Willoughby
Discovering the natural wonders that lie off the beaten path is always an exciting
adventure, and Vermont's Lake Willoughby boasts an enchanting story waiting to
be told. While it may not be a household name like Lake Champlain or Lake
Memphremagog, Lake Willoughby is the state's largest little-known lake that will
leave you awestruck with its stunning beauty and tranquil surroundings. Join us
on a journey to uncover the captivating tale and remarkable features of this
hidden gem in the heart of the Green Mountain State.

The Birth of a Serene Paradise

Situated in Vermont's Northeast Kingdom, Lake Willoughby stretches its pristine
waters between two soaring mountains, aptly named Mount Pisgah and Mount
Hor. This glacial lake, formed over 10,000 years ago during the last ice age, is a
natural marvel that took millions of years to shape into the breathtaking spectacle
it is today.

With its crystal-clear waters, dramatic cliffs, and lush green forests that embrace
its shores, it's no wonder that Lake Willoughby has earned the title of "The
Lucerne of America," reminiscent of Switzerland's picturesque lake resort. The
lake's depth reaches an astonishing 320 feet, further adding to its allure and
mystery.
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Tales Unveiled: Legends and Myths Surrounding Lake Willoughby

Like any significant body of water, Lake Willoughby has inspired an array of
fascinating myths and legends throughout the years. One particularly intriguing
tale revolves around a mythical monster that allegedly dwells deep within the
lake's depths, similar to the renowned Loch Ness Monster of Scotland's Loch
Ness.

Legend has it that the waters of Lake Willoughby conceal a serpentine creature
with a long neck and humps, ominously known as "Willoughby Wally." Fishermen
and locals claim to have spotted mysterious ripples, unexplainable splashes, and
even glimpses of Wally's elongated neck breaking the surface. A legend that
inspires both fear and curiosity, captivating the imagination of all who hear it.

Unleashing the Adventurer in You

While the legends surrounding Lake Willoughby evoke a sense of mystery, the
lake's wealth of outdoor activities and attractions provide ample opportunities for
adventure and exploration.
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Water enthusiasts can indulge in thrilling experiences like swimming, fishing for
abundant trout and salmon, kayaking, and paddleboarding on Lake Willoughby's
pristine waters. Imagine gliding through the lake's mirror-like surface, surrounded
by majestic cliffs and verdant trees.

Hiking enthusiasts are in for a treat, as the area offers numerous trails with
breathtaking views. The challenging Mount Pisgah Trail rewards hikers with
panoramic vistas of the lake and surrounding mountains, leaving them in awe of
nature's grandeur.

Communities United by the Lake's Charms

Hidden away from the hustle and bustle of city life, the towns around Lake
Willoughby have found solace in the tranquility and natural beauty of their
surroundings. These resilient communities have thrived by embracing the lake's
charms and welcoming travelers eager to explore one of Vermont's best-kept
secrets.

Westmore, the town nearest to the lake, serves as the gateway to Lake
Willoughby. It offers charming accommodations, delicious farm-to-table
restaurants, and welcoming locals happy to share their love for this hidden
paradise.

Preserving Nature's Masterpiece

Lake Willoughby's untouched beauty and unique ecosystem require our utmost
care and protection. Recognized as a sacred place by the indigenous populations
long before European colonization, Lake Willoughby is a testament to the delicate
balance between nature and human presence. It is crucial for visitors and local
communities alike to practice responsible tourism, ensuring its preservation for
future generations to enjoy.



Embark on an Unforgettable Adventure

Through legends, natural wonders, and vibrant communities, the story of
Vermont's largest little-known lake, Lake Willoughby, unfolds. Embark on an
unforgettable adventure, where you can bask in the tranquility of crystal-clear
waters, indulge in thrilling activities, and immerse yourself in the charm of hidden
communities.

So set aside the famous lakes for a moment and discover a uniquely captivating
destination that will leave you yearning for more. Lake Willoughby awaits, ready
to etch its splendor in your heart and become your cherished secret amidst the
splendors of Vermont.
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Historic photographs document the history of one of Vermont's finest spots, Lake
Bomoseen.
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Lake Bomoseen- the largest lake entirely within Vermont's borders- once
attracted thousands of visitors each year. Its resorts and restaurants welcomed
travelers of all stripes, from Walt Disney and Harpo Marx to humble groups of
workers and families. Crowds flocked to beaches and picnic areas during the
daytime, and headliners like Frank Sinatra and Louis Armstrong kept the Casino
at the lake buzzing late into the night. Donald H. Thompson describes these and
other glamorous moments in Lake Bomoseen's past and explains how the area
has evolved since the last hotels and dance halls closed their doors. Carefully
researched and accompanied by dozens of rare images, this is the definitive
history of one of Vermont's finest spots.
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