
The Songs Of Dolly Parton: Celebrating
Women Composers and Their Musical Legacy
When we talk about legendary singers and songwriters, one name that cannot be
overlooked is Dolly Parton. From her iconic performances to her powerful voice,
Dolly has been an inspiration for generations. However, what often goes
unnoticed is the exceptional talent of the women composers who have played a
significant role in shaping Dolly Parton's songs and overall musical legacy.

Unveiling the Stories Behind Dolly's Songs

Behind every great song lies a great story. In the case of Dolly Parton, plenty of
remarkable stories can be discovered through the women composers who have
collaborated with her throughout her career. From heartfelt ballads to catchy
country tunes, Dolly's songs have often touched the hearts of millions, resonating
with the personal experiences of many.

One prime example is the timeless classic "Jolene." This song, written and
composed by Dolly Parton herself, showcases her incredible talent as a
songwriter. However, it is essential to mention the role women composers played
in bringing the song to life through their exceptional musicianship and
arrangement skills. From rendering the enchanting melodies to adding the perfect
instrumental accompaniments, these composers have significantly contributed to
the success of Dolly's music.
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A Tribute to Dolly's Collaboration with Women Composers

Throughout her career, Dolly Parton has been known for her collaborative spirit,
fostering creative partnerships with talented musicians of all genders. However,
recognizing and celebrating the contributions of women composers is crucial,
given the historically male-dominated music industry.

One such remarkable composer is Linda Perry. Known for her work with several
renowned artists, Perry co-wrote one of Dolly Parton's most empowering songs,
"9 to 5." This song, which served as the theme for the hit movie of the same
name, became an anthem for women's rights and work-life balance. Perry's
creative input helped capture the essence of the song, resonating with women
from all walks of life.

Another exceptional collaboration worth mentioning is the partnership between
Dolly Parton and Emmylou Harris. Together, these two musical powerhouses
created the heartwrenching ballad "To Know Him Is to Love Him." This
emotionally charged composition touched the depths of listeners' hearts and
showcased the extraordinary songwriting abilities of both women.

A Musical Journey of Empowerment and Resilience
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What sets Dolly Parton's songs apart is their ability to transcend boundaries and
connect with individuals from diverse backgrounds. These songs often speak to
universal experiences, whether it is heartbreak, empowerment, or the
complexities of human relationships.

One such song that embodies empowerment and resilience is "Coat of Many
Colors." This touching composition, written solely by Dolly Parton, tells the
heartfelt story of her childhood struggles and the invaluable lessons she learned
from her mother. Through this song, Dolly pays homage to the strength and
resilience of her mother and women everywhere, reflecting the remarkable ability
women composers have in capturing the nuances of personal stories and
experiences.

Additionally, songs like "I Will Always Love You" and "Here You Come Again"
display Dolly Parton's versatility as a songwriter, allowing women composers to
showcase their exceptional talents through their interpretations and
arrangements. These songs have become timeless classics, resonating with
listeners of all generations.

The songs of Dolly Parton have touched the lives of millions and continue to do
so to this day. While Dolly's exceptional talent as a songwriter and performer is
undeniable, it is essential to acknowledge and celebrate the women composers
who have played a significant role in creating her musical legacy.

From Linda Perry to Emmylou Harris, these women have added their unique
touch to Dolly's songs, elevating them to new heights. They have brought forth
the emotions and stories behind each lyric, making them relatable and
empowering for listeners around the world.



So, the next time you listen to a Dolly Parton song, take a moment to appreciate
the remarkable contributions of these women composers. Their talent and
creativity have helped shape not only Dolly's music but also the broader
landscape of popular music, paving the way for future generations of women in
the industry.
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Dolly Parton's success as a performer and pop culture phenomenon has
overshadowed her achievements as a songwriter. But she sees herself as a
songwriter first, and with good reason. Parton's compositions like "I Will Always
Love You" and "Jolene" have become American standards with an impact far
beyond country music.

Lydia R. Hamessley's expert analysis and Parton’s characteristically
straightforward input inform this comprehensive look at the process, influences,
and themes that have shaped the superstar's songwriting artistry. Hamessley
reveals how Parton’s loving, hardscrabble childhood in the Smoky Mountains
provided the musical language, rhythms, and memories of old-time music that
resonate in so many of her songs. Hamessley further provides an understanding
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of how Parton combines her cultural and musical heritage with an artisan’s sense
of craft and design to compose eloquent, painfully honest, and gripping songs
about women's lives, poverty, heartbreak, inspiration, and love.

Filled with insights on hit songs and less familiar gems, Unlikely Angel covers the
full arc of Dolly Parton's career and offers an unprecedented look at the creative
force behind the image.
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