
The Searing Recollections Of Rifleman Harris:
A Remarkable Tale of Courage
The Recollections of Rifleman Harris is a captivating firsthand account of one
man's experiences during the Napoleonic Wars. Written by Benjamin Randell
Harris, the memoir offers a powerful glimpse into the harsh realities faced by
soldiers on the front lines.

The Life of Rifleman Harris

Benjamin Randell Harris, a simple peasant in his early twenties, joined the 95th
Rifles Regiment in 1803 after being inspired by patriotic fervor and a desire to
escape the monotony of his village life. Little did he know that this decision would
forge him into a valiant soldier and a remarkable storyteller.

Harris began his military journey as a private in the light infantry, serving under
the famous General Sir John Moore. From the chilling Battle of Corunna to the
grueling retreat to Corunna, Harris recounts the horrors of war with unflinching
honesty. By offering detailed descriptions and personal reflections, he paints a
vivid picture of the brutality and chaos that defined this era.
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From Ordinary Citizen to Heroic Defender

Harris vividly narrates his participation in some of the Napoleonic Wars' most
iconic battles. He gives a detailed account of his role in the Battle of Talavera,
where he and his fellow riflemen faced the mighty French army. With his skillful
marksmanship and unwavering bravery, Harris played a pivotal role in securing
victory for the British forces.

The memoir takes an emotional turn as Harris describes the heartbreaking Siege
of Badajoz. Through his eyes, we witness the savage fighting, the deafening
cannon fire, and the devastating impact of warfare on both the soldiers and
innocent civilians. These recollections lay bare the trauma and psychological toll
of combat, emphasizing that heroes are not immune to suffering.

Life on the Front Lines

Harris does not shy away from describing the daily challenges faced by soldiers.
From the harsh discipline imposed by superior officers to the inadequate
provisions and bleak living conditions, he offers a candid portrayal of the
hardships endured by the men of the 95th Rifles Regiment.

Beyond the gruesome battles and battlefield anecdotes, Harris also provides rare
insight into the camaraderie and friendship forged amongst the soldiers. He
recounts countless moments of humor, support, and mutual dependence,
revealing the human side of war.

A Reflection on Courage and Sacrifice
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The memoir concludes with Harris reflecting on the significance of his
experiences. He questions whether the war was truly worth the immense sacrifice
and loss. His poignant contemplations resonate with readers and raise essential
questions about the true cost of warfare.

The Lasting Legacy

The Recollections of Rifleman Harris serves as a valuable historical document
that brings to life the experiences and emotions of a common soldier during the
Napoleonic Wars. Harris's storytelling skills and attention to detail draw readers
into the heart of the action, providing a comprehensive understanding of this era
in history.

This unforgettable memoir is a tribute to the countless unsung heroes who fought
and died on the battlefields of Europe. It serves as a reminder of the enduring
courage and resilience displayed by those who sacrificed everything for their
country.

Experience the battles, witness the hardships, and delve into the
mind of a true hero by diving into the remarkable world portrayed in
The Recollections of Rifleman Harris.
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The Recollections of Rifleman Harris provide a rare insight into the
life of an enlisted man in Wellington’s army.

Many published diaries and letters from the Napoleonic Wars come
from officers and so Benjamin Harris’ book gives a unique voice to
the frequently forgotten soldier.

Harris served with the famous 95th Rifles from 1803 to 1814, in
which he saw action in Denmark, the Netherlands, and the Iberian
Peninsula during the Peninsular War, where he fought in the battles
of Rolica, Vimeiro and Corunna.

His Recollections offer the reader a look into what it was like to fight
as a soldier during the Napoleonic wars: how they were recruited
and trained, what strategies they used on the frontlines to combat
the French forces, and how they entertained themselves between
bouts of conflict.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 19th century
military history and for those who wish to hear the story of the
Napoleonic War from a man who fought in it from the front.

Benjamin Harris was a British infantryman who served in the British
army during the Napoleonic Wars. He is most widely remembered
today as the author of a memoir of his time in the army entitled The
Recollections of Rifleman Harris which was first published in 1848.
Harris passed away in 1858.
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The Most Insightful and Liberating Experiences
Found in Very Short Introductions
When it comes to expanding our knowledge and exploring new concepts,
Very Short s (VSIs) have proven to be an invaluable resource. These
compact books are packed with...

Dax To The Max Imagination: Unlock the Power
of Creativity!
Welcome to the world of Dax To The Max Imagination, where creativity
knows no bounds! If you're looking to unlock your creative potential, dive
into a realm...

The Hidden Case of Ewan Forbes: Uncovering
the Mystery Behind an Enigmatic Figure
Ewan Forbes: a name that sends shivers down the spine of those who
have heard of him. Yet, despite the intrigue and the countless rumors...

When Newport Beat New Zealand: A Historic
Rugby Upset
The rivalry between Newport and New Zealand in the world of rugby is
well known and deeply rooted in history. The All Blacks have long been
considered one of the most...
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The Soul of an Astronomer: Women of Spirit
Astronomy, the study of celestial objects and phenomena, has fascinated
human beings for centuries. It has allowed us to explore the vastness of
the universe and...

The Military Origins Of The Republic 1763-1789
When we think about the birth of the United States, it is often images of
the Founding Fathers, the Declaration of Independence, and the
Revolutionary War that come to...

RPO System for 10 and 11 Personnel: Durell
Fain
When it comes to offensive strategies in football, one name that stands
out is Durell Fain. Fain is renowned for his innovative and successful
RPO...

Madness: The Ten Most Memorable NCAA
Basketball Finals
College basketball fans eagerly await the annual NCAA Basketball
Tournament, lovingly referred to as "March Madness," where the best
teams compete for dominance on the court...
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