The Russian Suppression Of The Iranian
Constitutional Movement Persia Observed:
Unveiling the Forgotten Chapters of History

In the vast annals of history, there are numerous moments that have shaped the
destiny of nations. However, there are several forgotten chapters that deserve our
attention and understanding. One such obscure yet crucial event is the Russian
suppression of the Iranian Constitutional Movement, known as Persia Observed.
This daring uprising, fueled by Iranians' quest for freedom and democracy, was
tragically silenced under the oppressive weight of Russian military intervention. In
this article, we delve into the depths of this forgotten struggle, shedding light on
the significant role played by the Russian Empire and the fate of the Iranian

Constitutional Movement.

Background: The Iranian Constitutional Movement

At the turn of the 20th century, Iran found itself trapped under the despotic rule of
the Qajar dynasty. Frustrated by years of oppressive governance, the Iranian
people took it upon themselves to demand a more democratic system that would
safeguard their rights and grant them the freedom they so desperately sought.
This movement, known as the Iranian Constitutional Movement, aimed to
establish a constitutional monarchy in Iran, granting power to the people and

limiting the absolute authority of the king.

The constitutional movement gained momentum throughout the country,
attracting intellectuals, religious leaders, and passionate individuals from all walks
of life. It soon became clear that change was inevitable, and under the leadership
of influential figures like Mirza Malkom Khan and Mohammad Ali Shah, the

movement gained traction and became a force to be reckoned with.
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The Suppression Begins: Russian Intervention

The rise of the Iranian Constitutional Movement did not go unnoticed by the
Russian Empire, which had long held a powerful influence over Iranian affairs.
Fearing the potential ramifications of a democratic Iran, Russia decided to
intervene, eager to maintain its dominance over the region. In 1907, the Russian
Empire, together with its British counterpart, signed the Anglo-Russian
Convention, effectively dividing Iran into separate spheres of influence, with

Russia claiming the northern provinces.

Armed with this agreement, the Russian Empire deployed troops, advisors, and a
ruthless strategy to suppress the growing Iranian Constitutional Movement. The
movement, which held the promise of freedom and democracy, suddenly found
itself facing a powerful enemy. Russian forces ruthlessly crushed protests,
arrested movement leaders, and instilled fear among the Iranian populace,

leaving the constitutionalists weakened and demoralized.

Underestimated Resistance: Persian Nationalism Rises
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Despite the brutal suppression unleashed by the Russian Empire, the Iranian
Constitutional Movement did not succumb easily. The movement's ideals had
ignited a profound sense of national identity among Iranians, leading to the birth
of Persian nationalism. This newfound sense of Persian identity bolstered the
movement, as lranians from all walks of life united under a shared vision of liberty

and self-determination.

The Russian Empire had underestimated the resilience and determination of the
Iranian people, who refused to accept subjugation. The spirit of Persian
nationalism became a rallying cry, inspiring resistance against the Russian
intervention and reigniting the passion for constitutional reforms. The Iranian
Constitutional Movement persisted, albeit in underground organizations, as its

members covertly fought for their shared goals.

The Tragic End: The Legacy Lives On

As the years went by, the Russian Empire managed to gradually quell any
prominent signs of the Iranian Constitutional Movement. The dreams of a
democratic Iran were shattered, and the oppressive rule of the Qajar dynasty
continued with Russian backing. However, the legacy of the movement could not

be extinguished entirely.

The Iranian Constitutional Movement and its resistance to Russian suppression
planted the seeds of change, ultimately leading to future movements and
revolutions that would shape Iran's destiny. The fight for democracy, ignited by
the movement, remains woven into the fabric of Iranian society, acting as a
reminder of the perseverance and courage it takes to stand up against

oppression.

In Retrospect: Revisiting Forgotten History



The Russian suppression of the Iranian Constitutional Movement, Persia
Observed, serves as a cautionary tale in the annals of history. It highlights the
struggles faced by nations aspiring for freedom, democracy, and self-
determination against formidable forces that seek to maintain control and
dominance. The forgotten chapters of this movement demand our attention and
reflection, reminding us of the sacrifices made by those who fought for the ideals

we cherish today.

Understanding and acknowledging these forgotten stories is essential to grasp
the complexities of our world and appreciate the achievements and setbacks that
have shaped our present. Persia Observed reveals the indomitable spirit of the
Iranian people, their quest for democracy, and the extraordinary circumstances
encountered as they stood against powerful external forces in pursuit of their

dreams.

The Russian suppression of the Iranian Constitutional Movement may have faded
from mainstream historical discourse, but its significance cannot be overlooked.
As we explore the depths of these forgotten chapters, we unveil a profound
understanding of the struggles, triumphs, and resilience that are an inherent part

of the human experience.
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In August 1907, while Iran was in the throes of its Constitutional Revolution,
Britain and Russia concluded a secret agreement to divide the country between
themselves into zones of influence. In 1910 with the tacit support of the British,
Tsarist Russia occupied northwest Iran and violently suppressed the
constitutional movement in Tabriz, the northwestern city which was at the center
of the constitutional movement. The ferocity of the Russian occupation took the
leaders of the constitutionalists by surprise, and in desperation they cried out for

help to democratic nations.

Edward G. Browne was a scholar and professor at Cambridge University who
wrote The Persian Revolution and the four-volume Literary History of Persia. He
supported the constitutionalists in word and deed. Appalled by the British
government’s acquiescence of the Russian atrocities in Tabriz, he tried through
letters to the editor, political lobbying, and the writing of pamphlets to mobilize

public opinion to force the British government to intervene with Russia.

Letters from Tabriz is the publication, prepared by Browne, of the letters sent to
him by Iranian constitutionalist leaders describing, in rousing eyewitness
accounts, the Russian atrocities in Tabriz. Its full publication was stifled because
of the Anglo-Russian partnership prior to World War |, and it has never been

published in English until now.
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