
The Rise of Transnationalism In Iranian
Political Thought: An Exploration of its
Evolution and Impact
In recent years, transnationalism has emerged as a prominent field of study
within political science, examining the ways in which individuals and communities
navigate and challenge traditional notions of state sovereignty. This phenomenon
has not been immune to the discourse surrounding Iranian political thought,
which has its own unique history and perspectives on transnationalism.

The Origins of Transnationalism in Iran

Transnationalism in Iranian political thought finds its roots in Iran's rich cultural
and historical heritage, particularly in regards to Persian literature and philosophy.
From the ancient Persian Empire to the Islamic Golden Age, Iranian intellectuals
have grappled with concepts of universalism, humanism, and the
interconnectedness of societies.

One prominent example of transnational thinking in Iranian political thought is
found in the works of Persian poet and philosopher, Rumi. Rumi's writings
emphasize the unity of all human beings, transcending the boundaries of
nationality and encouraging a collective consciousness. His poetry has resonated
with Iranians throughout history, inspiring a sense of shared humanity and
interconnectedness.
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Modern Transnationalism and Iranian Identity

In the modern era, transnationalism has taken on new dimensions in Iranian
political thought. The Islamic Revolution of 1979 marked a turning point in the
country's socio-political landscape, leading to an increased emphasis on Islamic
identity. However, alongside this emphasis, Iranian intellectuals have also
grappled with the need to maintain global connections and engage with the wider
world.

This tension between national identity and transnationalism is reflected in the
works of contemporary Iranian intellectuals such as Abdolkarim Soroush.
Soroush, a philosopher and Islamic thinker, argues for a reinterpretation of Islam
that allows for engagement with modernity and global issues. He calls for a
"religious democracy" that reconciles Islamic principles with democratic
governance and human rights, advocating for a transnational Islamic identity that
is adaptable to the modern world.

Transnationalism and Iranian Diaspora

An important aspect of transnationalism in Iranian political thought is the impact
of the Iranian diaspora. Following the Islamic Revolution, many Iranians left the
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country, creating vibrant Iranian communities in various parts of the world. These
diaspora communities have played a crucial role in shaping transnational
perspectives and challenging traditional notions of Iranian identity.

Through their interactions with different cultures and societies, Iranian diaspora
communities have contributed to the development of transnational networks that
foster connections and collaborations across borders. This has led to the
emergence of transnational activism, where the Iranian diaspora actively engages
in political and social issues in Iran, advocating for human rights, democracy, and
social justice from abroad.

The Future of Transnationalism in Iranian Political Thought

As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, the relevance of
transnationalism in Iranian political thought will continue to evolve. With
advancements in technology and communication, ideas and movements can
transcend geographical boundaries at an unprecedented pace.

In light of these developments, Iranian intellectuals and activists must continue to
navigate the complexities of transnationalism, reimagining and redefining the
concept within the context of Iran's unique history and cultural identity. The
embrace of transnational ideals does not imply a rejection of national identity, but
rather a recognition of the interdependence of nations and the need for
collaboration on global challenges.

Transnationalism in Iranian political thought is a dynamic and evolving field,
deeply rooted in Iran's cultural history while responding to contemporary global
developments. From the ancient wisdom of Rumi to the discussions around
religious democracy, Iranian intellectuals continue to shape the discourse
surrounding transnationalism.



As Iran navigates its own path in an interconnected world, the exploration and
understanding of transnationalism will remain crucial. By embracing transnational
perspectives, Iranian political thought can contribute to the wider understanding
of how nations and individuals can cooperate and thrive amidst the complexities
of our diverse world.
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During the Iranian Revolution of 1978/9, the influence of public intellectuals was
widespread. Many espoused a vision of Iran freed from the influences of
'Westtoxification', inspired by Heideggerian concepts of anti-Western nativism. By
following the intellectual journey of the Iranian philosopher Ahmad Fardid, Ali
Mirsepassi offers in this book an account of the rise of political Islam in modern
Iran. Through his controversial persona and numerous public and private
appearances before, during and particularly after the Revolution, Fardid
popularised an Islamist vision militantly hostile to the modern world that remains a
fundamental part of the political philosophy of the Islamic Republic to this day. By
also bringing elements of Fardid's post-revolutionary thought, as well as a critical
analysis of Foucault's writings on 'the politics of spirituality', Mirsepassi offers an
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essential read for all those studying the evolution of political thought and
philosophy in modern Iran and beyond.
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