The Nation Must Awake: Unveiling the Urgent
Need to Drive Positive Change

In a world plagued by various challenges and crises, the need for nations to

awaken and actively work towards positive change has never been greater. With
issues such as social inequality, environmental degradation, political unrest, and
economic instability wreaking havoc across the globe, it becomes imperative for

individuals, communities, and governments to unite and take collective action.

The Current State of Affairs

Before delving into the reasons why the nation must awake, it is crucial to
understand the gravity of the problems we face today. Many nations find
themselves in a state of complacency, focused on short-term gains and personal

interests rather than the long-term well-being of their citizens and the planet.

Income inequality is at an all-time high, with the wealth gap widening every day.
Millions of people struggle to meet their basic needs, living in poverty and facing
limited access to education, healthcare, and other essential services. This

inequality breeds resentment, social division, and a lack of cohesion within

societies.
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Moreover, environmental issues loom large over the future of our planet. Climate
change, pollution, deforestation, and the depletion of natural resources pose
significant threats to global stability and the well-being of current and future

generations.

Political systems are also facing unprecedented challenges. Corruption, lack of
accountability, and decisions driven by personal gain rather than public interest
erode trust in governments and undermine democracy. Polarization and

extremism are on the rise, tearing societies apart and hindering progress.

The Call for Awakening

Amidst these pressing issues, there is a growing call for nations to wake up and
take responsibility for the future they are shaping. The awakening involves
recognizing the gravity of the problems at hand and committing to implementing

concrete solutions that drive positive change.

The first step is acknowledging the interconnectedness of all these challenges.
Addressing social inequality cannot be separated from environmental
sustainability or political stability. A holistic approach is required to tackle the root

causes and create lasting solutions.

Education is an essential tool for awakening nations. By prioritizing education at
all levels, nations can empower their citizens with knowledge and critical thinking

abilities. Education fosters empathy, understanding, and a sense of global
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citizenship, making individuals more inclined to actively participate in creating a

better world.

Additionally, individuals must engage in active citizenship and hold their
governments accountable. By demanding transparency, participating in peaceful
protests, and casting informed votes, citizens can influence policy decisions and

ensure that their voice is heard.

Driving Positive Change

Awakening the nation and driving positive change requires collaboration and
solidarity. Governments, businesses, civil society organizations, and individuals
must work together to develop sustainable solutions and implement policies that

prioritize the well-being of people and the planet.

Addressing social inequality entails redistributing wealth and resources more
equitably, providing equal opportunities for all, and ensuring access to quality
education, healthcare, and social services. It requires fostering inclusive societies

that value diversity and promote justice and human rights for all.

Confronting environmental challenges necessitates adopting sustainable
practices and policies. Renewable energy sources, responsible consumption, and
action against deforestation and pollution are just some of the steps that need to

be taken to mitigate the impact of climate change and protect biodiversity.

Political reform is another critical aspect of driving positive change. Governments
must prioritize transparency, accountability, and participatory decision-making
processes. Strengthening democratic institutions and promoting the rule of law
can help restore trust and ensure that policies are driven by the collective good

rather than individual interests.



The Time for Action is Now

As individuals, we each have a role to play in awakening our nations. No matter
how small, every action counts towards creating a more just, sustainable, and

peaceful world.

We must educate ourselves on the issues at hand, engage in open dialogue with
others, and continuously question the status quo. We can support organizations
and initiatives that are working towards positive change and use our consumer

power to endorse sustainable products and services.

Furthermore, active citizenship involves actively participating in the democratic
processes of our nations. Voting in elections, staying informed about current
affairs, and advocating for policies aligned with our values are ways we can have

a significant impact.

Finally, we must foster a culture of empathy, respect, and unity. By valuing
diversity and treating all individuals with dignity, we can build bridges rather than

walls, finding common ground to address the challenges that affect us all.

Let us awaken our nations today and work together to create a better future for

ourselves and future generations. The time for action is now!
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Mary Parrish was reading in her home when the Tulsa race massacre began on
the evening of May 31, 1921. Parrish’s daughter, Florence Mary, called the young

journalist and teacher to the window. “Mother,” she said, “I see men with guns.”

The two eventually fled into the night under a hail of bullets and unwittingly

became eyewitnesses to one of the greatest race tragedies in American history.

Spurred by word that a young Black man was about to be lynched for stepping on
a white woman’s foot, a three-day riot erupted that saw the death of hundreds of
Black Oklahomans and the destruction of the Greenwood district, a prosperous,
primarily Black area known nationally as Black Wall Street. The murdered were
buried in mass graves, thousands were left homeless, and millions of dollars
worth of Black-owned property was burned to the ground. The incident, which
was hidden from history for decades, is now recognized as one of the worst

episodes of racial violence in the United States.

The Nation Must Awake, published for a wide audience for the first time, is
Parrish’s first-person account, along with the recollections of dozens of others,
compiled immediately following the tragedy under the name Events of the Tulsa
Race Disaster. With meticulous attention to detail that transports readers to those
fateful days, Parrish documents the magnitude of the loss of human life and
property at the hands of white vigilantes. The testimonies shine light on Black
residents’ bravery and the horror of seeing their neighbors gunned down and their

community lost to flames.
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Parrish hoped that her book would “open the eyes of the thinking people to the
impending danger of letting such conditions exist and in the ‘Land of the Free and
the Home of the Brave.’ ” Although the story is a hundred years old, elements of
its racial injustices are still being replayed in the streets of America today.
Includes an afterword by Anneliese M. Bruner, Parrish’s great-granddaughter, and
an by the late historian John Hope Franklin and Scott Ellsworth, author of The

Ground Breaking: An American City and Its Search for Justice.
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