The Lost Dare Stones: Unlocking the Mystery
of Sir Walter Raleigh's Lost Colony

Deep within the heart of North Carolina lies a longstanding enigma that has
captivated historians, archaeologists, and treasure hunters for centuries. The
intriguing tale of the Dare Stones and the unsolved mystery of Sir Walter
Raleigh's Lost Colony continues to puzzle and enthrall those who dare to delve

into its secrets.

In 1587, a group of English settlers led by John White established the first English
colony in the New World on Roanoke Island, off the coast of present-day North
Carolina. Among the settlers was White's daughter, Eleanor Dare, who gave birth

to the first English child born in America, Virginia Dare.

However, due to the harsh living conditions and strained relations with
neighboring Native American tribes, John White was forced to return to England
in 1588 to seek additional supplies. When he finally returned to Roanoke in 1590,
he found the colony abandoned and only one clue left behind: the word

"Croatoan" carved on a post.
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This mysterious disappearance of an entire colony became a riddle wrapped in
an enigma, and it sparked decades of speculation and exploration in search of
answers. One of the most intriguing discoveries came in the form of the Dare

Stones.

In 1937, a series of engraved stones emerged, allegedly providing clues and
revealing the fate of the lost colonists. A man named Louis Hammond claimed to
have found the first stone in the vicinity of Roanoke, bearing an inscription that
suggested some colonists had survived and traveled westward. However, these
initial findings were met with skepticism and dismissed by experts as an elaborate

hoax.

Almost five decades later, another set of stones known as the "Heavener
Runestone" were discovered in Oklahoma in 1987. These stones featured similar
inscriptions to the Dare Stones and seemed to strengthen the credibility of the
initial find. However, the authenticity of these stones remains hotly debated

among scholars and enthusiasts.

Despite the controversy surrounding the Dare Stones, they have become a
subject of great intrigue and fascination. Each stone is marked with a series of
engraved messages purporting to tell the story of the lost colonists, their routes,
and their encounters. However, deciphering their true meaning and verifying their

authenticity is an ongoing challenge.
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Some researchers believe that the stones hold valuable historical information,
suggesting the fate of the colonists as they braved the hardships of a new,
unfamiliar land. Others argue that these stones are mere fabrications created to

perpetuate the enigma and foster romanticized notions of the lost colony.

Further deepening the mystery, analysis of the Dare Stones has revealed startling
inconsistencies and variations in subjects such as spelling and handwriting styles,
raising doubts about their legitimacy. Skeptics maintain that the makers of these
stones were cunning enough to imitate the language and handwriting of the time

to give their creations an air of authenticity.

Nonetheless, enthusiasts continue to explore the potential links between the Dare
Stones and the fate of the lost colonists. Some assert that the stones lead to
hidden caches of treasure, while others believe they provide clues to a forgotten

settlement that could rewrite American history.

While the unsolved mystery of Sir Walter Raleigh's Lost Colony remains a subject
of ongoing research, many questions still linger. What was the fate of the
colonists who vanished without a trace? Did they assimilate into Native American
tribes? Did they perish in the harsh wilderness? Or did they manage to survive

and create a hidden community?

Every new discovery and analysis brings us closer to unraveling the secrets of
the Dare Stones. As technology advances, researchers can employ modern
techniques such as isotopic analysis and DNA testing to shed light on the DNA of
the alleged descendants of the lost colonists and potentially uncover their true

fate.

The Dare Stones continue to be a source of both fascination and skepticism,

encapsulating a centuries-old enigma that remains unsolved. Whether one



believes in their authenticity or considers them a captivating hoax, there is no
denying the enduring allure and mystique surrounding the mystery of Sir Walter

Raleigh's Lost Colony.

As historians, archaeologists, and enthusiasts tirelessly work to demystify the
clues left behind by the Dare Stones, humanity holds its breath for the day when
the true fate of the lost colonists may finally be unravelled. Until then, the riddle of
Sir Walter Raleigh's Lost Colony will continue to capture the imagination of those

who dare to embark on this captivating journey.
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What if the 1587 Lost Colony of Roanoke was not lost? What if the survivors left
North Carolina’s Roanoke Island and found their way to Georgia? That is the
scenario scholars contemplated when a series of engraved stones were found in
the 1930’s. The first, found near the Chowan River in North Carolina, claimed that
Eleanor Dare and a few other settlers had made their way inland after an Indian

attack wiped out the rest of the colony - including Eleanor’s daughter, Virginia --
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the first English child born in North America -- and her husband Ananias. The
rest, more than forty in number, told a fantastic tale of how the survivors made
their way overland, first to South Carolina, and then to Georgia. If true, North
Carolina stood to lose one of its most cherished historical legends. Author David
La Vere weaves the story of the Dare Stones with that of the Lost Colony of
Roanoke, in a tale that will fire your imagination and give you pause at the same
time. The question: Was the greatest American mystery finally solved? The Lost

Rocks is published by Burnt Mill Press of Wilmington, North Carolina.
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