
The Little Known De Gaulle Who Fought To
Free Occupied France

Throughout history, there have been countless tales of courage and resilience in
the face of adversity. One such story that often goes unnoticed is that of a little-
known soldier named Charles de Gaulle, who played a pivotal role in liberating
France during World War II.

The Early Years

Born on November 22, 1890, in Lille, Northern France, Charles André Joseph
Marie de Gaulle came from a middle-class background. He developed a passion
for military affairs at an early age and enrolled in the prestigious Saint-Cyr military
academy.
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De Gaulle distinguished himself with his exceptional leadership skills and
strategic thinking. It was during World War I that he first displayed his bravery,
earning several commendations and rising through the ranks.

Defying the German Occupation

After the fall of France in 1940, most French leaders either fled the country or
capitulated to the German forces. However, de Gaulle refused to accept defeat
and formed the French Resistance, an underground network committed to
opposing the Nazi occupation.

The resistance movement lacked support and resources, but de Gaulle's
indomitable spirit and unwavering determination helped galvanize the French
people. He became the voice of hope for those who yearned for liberation and
inspired countless others to join the resistance.
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Leading the Free French Forces

In June 1940, de Gaulle delivered a powerful radio address from London, urging
his compatriots to resist the German occupation. This act marked the birth of the
Free French Forces, which eventually grew into a substantial fighting force.

De Gaulle's leadership qualities shone through as he strategized successful
military operations and worked tirelessly to secure allies. His determination to
restore France's sovereignty earned him respect not only from his fellow
countrymen but also from the international community as a whole.

The Liberation of France
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After years of resisting the Nazi regime, the Allies launched the long-awaited
Operation Overlord on June 6, 1944 – famously known as D-Day. The invasion
marked the beginning of the end for Germany's occupation of France.

De Gaulle played a crucial role in coordinating the French Resistance with the
Allied forces, ensuring a united front against the Germans. He skillfully led his
troops in the liberation of Paris on August 25, 1944, a momentous day in French
history.
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A Champion for French Independence

Following the liberation of France, de Gaulle became the provisional president
and later the elected president of the French Republic. He worked tirelessly to
rebuild the country and restore its standing on the world stage.

De Gaulle's visionary policies, such as the promotion of French nuclear
capabilities and the withdrawal from NATO's integrated military structure,
solidified France as an independent global power. His commitment to preserving
French sovereignty remains a hallmark of his legacy.

The Legacy of Charles de Gaulle

Charles de Gaulle's tireless efforts to free occupied France and restore its
independence have left an indelible mark on history. His unwavering
determination, strategic brilliance, and leadership paved the way for a brighter
future for the French people.

Today, Charles de Gaulle is remembered as a national hero and a symbol of
resistance against oppression. His story serves as a reminder that even in the
face of seemingly insurmountable odds, one individual's courage and conviction
can change the course of history.
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"My dear Uncle Charles," twenty-two-year-old Genevi&egrave;ve de Gaulle wrote
on May 6, 1943. "Maybe you have already heard about the different events
affecting the family." The general's brother Pierre had been taken by the Gestapo;
his brother Xavier, Genevi&egrave;ve's father, had escaped to Switzerland.
Genevi&egrave;ve asked her uncle where she could be most useful—France?
England? A French territory? When no response came immediately, she decided
to stay in France to help carry out his call to resist the Nazis.

Based on interviews with family members, former associates, prominent
historians, and never-before-seen papers written by Genevi&egrave;ve de
Gaulle, The General's Niece is the first English-language biography of Charles de
Gaulle's niece, confidante, and daughter figure, Genevi&egrave;ve, to whom the
legendary French general and president dedicated his war memoirs.

Journalist Paige Bowers leads readers through the remarkable life of this young
woman who risked death to become one of the most devoted foot soldiers of the
French resistance. Beginning with small acts of defiance such as tearing down
swastikas and pro-Vichy posters, she eventually ferried arms and false letters of
transit to fellow r&eacute;sistants and edited and distributed the nation's largest
underground newspaper, until she was arrested and sent to the infamous
Ravensbr&uuml;ck concentration camp. The General's Niece reveals the horrors
the young de Gaulle witnessed and endured there that could have broken her
spirit but instead inspired her many remaining years of activism on behalf of
former prisoners and of France's neediest citizens.
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Finally emerging from the shadow of her famous uncle, the life of this little-known
de Gaulle adds a fascinating layer to the history of the second world war,
including the French resistance, the horrors of and unshakeable bonds formed at
Ravensbr&uuml;ck, and the issues facing postwar France and its leaders.
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