
The Last Days Of The Confederacy In
Northeast Georgia Civil War Series

When one thinks of the American Civil War, iconic battles such as Gettysburg,
Antietam, and Bull Run often come to mind. However, beyond these famous
battlegrounds, there is a lesser-known chapter in the war's history – the last days
of the Confederacy in Northeast Georgia.
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A Glimpse into History

In the spring of 1865, as the Confederacy's grip on the South began slipping
away, General Robert E. Lee's surrender at Appomattox Courthouse signaled the
imminent end of the war. However, pockets of Confederate resistance continued
to exist in remote regions, including Northeast Georgia.
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Historians point to Northeast Georgia's mountainous terrain, dense forests, and
rugged landscapes as factors that facilitated the persistence of Confederate
forces in the area. Union troops tasked with subduing the Confederate holdouts
faced significant challenges navigating the treacherous terrain.

The region's unique geographical features created an ideal environment for
Confederate guerrilla warfare, allowing them to carry out hit-and-run attacks,
ambushes, and sabotage missions against Union forces. The woods and
mountains became a crucial advantage for the Confederate soldiers, who were
determined to fight until the bitter end.
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The Battle of Combs' Hill

One of the most notable engagements during the last days of the Confederacy in
Northeast Georgia was the Battle of Combs' Hill. On June 23, 1865, Union forces
led by Colonel George Washington Lee attacked a Confederate stronghold in
Union County.

The Confederate defenders, numbering around 300, were heavily outnumbered
by the Union troops. Despite the odds, they fiercely defended their positions,
entrenched on the hilltop. The battle raged on for several hours, with both sides
sustaining substantial losses.

Eventually, the Confederate forces ran out of ammunition, and with no
reinforcements in sight, they had no choice but to surrender. The Battle of Combs'
Hill proved to be one of the final major engagements of the war, marking a
significant turning point in the Northeast Georgia theater.

The Surrender of General James Williams

As news of General Lee's surrender spread throughout the South, many
Confederate soldiers chose to lay down their arms and accept defeat. However,
some defiant commanders, like General James Williams, were reluctant to
surrender despite the hopelessness of their situation.

General Williams, known for his tactical brilliance and unwavering determination,
continued organizing his forces and defying Union attempts to subdue the region.
His stronghold in Lumpkin County proved to be a major thorn in the side of Union
commanders.

It wasn't until early May 1865, nearly a month after Lee's surrender, that General
Williams finally accepted the inevitable. With dwindling supplies, exhausted



troops, and increasing pressure from the Union army, he agreed to a surrender
arrangement.

The surrender of General Williams symbolized the last gasp of Confederate
resistance in Northeast Georgia. The region, once a hotbed of Confederate
guerrilla activity, would finally come under Union control, marking the end of an
era.

Remembering the Last Days of the Confederacy

Today, remnants of the Confederacy can still be found in Northeast Georgia if you
know where to look. From historic markers commemorating the Battle of Combs'
Hill to preserved artifacts from General Williams' command, the region's Civil War
legacy lives on.

Visiting sites like the Georgia Civil War Naval Museum in Columbus or the T.R.R.
Cobb House in Athens provides a deeper understanding of the extraordinary
events that unfolded in Northeast Georgia during the last days of the
Confederacy.

So, next time you find yourself traveling through this picturesque region, take a
moment to delve into its rich history. Discover the stories of the brave individuals
who fought valiantly in the face of overwhelming odds, leaving behind a legacy
that will forever be etched in the fabric of Northeast Georgia.
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In 1861, northeast Georgians were the driving force into secession and war. In
1865, Confederate president Jefferson Davis, his government collapsing and
himself a wanted man, brought the reality of the war to the region's doorstep.
Governor Joseph Brown, U.S. senator Robert Toombs and the politically
influential Howell Cobb of Athens and his brother Thomas R.R. Cobb all fought
passionately for Southern independence. The region epitomized the reasons for
which the South waged and supported the war, yet it was spared the destruction
seen in other places. Even Sherman's Union army touched only the region's
fringes. Author Ray Chandler brings to light the final act of the Confederacy in the
Peach State's northeast and the lasting impact it had on Georgians.
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