
The Intellectual Romance With Fascism From
Nietzsche To Postmodernism Second
Throughout history, intellectuals have shared a complex relationship with fascism.
From its roots in the philosophies of thinkers like Friedrich Nietzsche to its
influence on postmodernism, this article explores the intellectual romance with
fascism.

The Nietzschean Foundations

Friedrich Nietzsche, a renowned German philosopher of the 19th century, laid the
groundwork for the intellectual engagement with fascism. Nietzsche's concepts of
the "superman" and the "will to power" resonated with fascist ideologies. His
critique of Christianity and the traditional moral order paved the way for
intellectuals to explore alternative systems.

In the early 20th century, intellectuals such as Martin Heidegger, Carl Schmitt,
and Giovanni Gentile embraced elements of Nietzschean philosophy and
developed their own interpretations of fascism. They believed that fascist regimes
could provide a means to overcome societal decay and restore a sense of
purpose and vitality.
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The Fascist Intellectuals

As fascism gained momentum in the mid-20th century, intellectuals from various
disciplines started to engage with the ideology. Writers like Ezra Pound and T.S.
Eliot were attracted to the idea of a strong leader who could revive culture and
tradition. They believed that fascism offered an antidote to the perceived moral
decline of society.

In the field of literature, intellectuals such as Gabriele d'Annunzio and D.H.
Lawrence explored fascist aesthetics and advocated for a return to ancient,
mythic values. They saw fascism as a means to promote a sense of organic unity
and spiritual renewal.

The Postmodernist Connection

Postmodernism, a philosophical and cultural movement that emerged in the late
20th century, also demonstrated a degree of intellectual fascination with fascism.
Key postmodern thinkers like Michel Foucault and Jacques Derrida suggested
that power structures and language itself were inherently oppressive.

Although not endorsing fascism directly, these intellectuals questioned the
foundations of liberal democracy and sought to deconstruct traditional institutions.
This skepticism opened the door for criticism of democratic values and created
space for a fascination with alternative ideologies, including fascism.

The Present Landscape
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Today, the intellectual romance with fascism remains a prominent topic of debate
and study. Scholars continue to examine the historical context and intellectual
motivations behind the engagement with fascist ideas. It is important to
differentiate between intellectual interest and actual endorsement of fascist
regimes, as many intellectuals have engaged with fascist concepts critically.

However, the cautionary lessons from history remind us of the dangers of
intellectual flirtation with fascism. The atrocities committed under fascist regimes
serve as a stark reminder of the destructiveness of these ideologies when taken
to their extremes.

The intellectual romance with fascism from Nietzsche to postmodernism
highlights the complexities and dangers of such engagement. While intellectuals
have been drawn to the ideas and aesthetics associated with fascism, it is crucial
to critically examine their motivations and potential consequences. By doing so,
we can better understand the historical and philosophical forces that have shaped
intellectual thought throughout the centuries.
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Ever since the shocking revelations of the fascist ties of Martin Heidegger and
Paul de Man, postmodernism has been haunted by the specter of a compromised
past. In this intellectual genealogy of the postmodern spirit, Richard Wolin shows
that postmodernism’s infatuation with fascism has been extensive and
widespread. He questions postmodernism’s claim to have inherited the mantle of
the Left, suggesting instead that it has long been enamored with the opposite end
of the political spectrum. Wolin reveals how, during in the 1930s, C. G. Jung,
Hans-Georg Gadamer, Georges Bataille, and Maurice Blanchot were seduced by
fascism's promise of political regeneration and how this misapprehension affected
the intellectual core of their work. The result is a compelling and unsettling
reinterpretation of the history of modern thought. In a new preface, Wolin revisits
this illiberal intellectual lineage in light of the contemporary resurgence of political
authoritarianism.
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