
The Incredible Tale: The Boxer, The
Enterprise, and The Epic Clash of The War of
1812
The War of 1812, a forgotten chapter in American history, was a remarkable
conflict that shaped the destiny of the young United States. Amidst this chaotic
era, a legendary battle took place between two powerful naval vessels – the
Boxer and the Enterprise. This is the true story of their unprecedented clash and
the brave men who fought valiantly to defend their nations.

 

In the Eye of the Storm: The Start of the War of 1812

The year was 1812, and tensions between the United States and Great Britain
had escalated to the point of no return. Economic restrictions, impressment of
American sailors, and territorial disputes had pushed both nations to the brink of
war.
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The War of 1812 began with an audacious American Declaration of War on June
18th, 1812. This declaration set the stage for a series of intense battles – and in
the midst of it all, the Boxer and the Enterprise sailed towards an inevitable
collision.

The Boxer: A Fighting Champion's Journey

Commissioned in 1813, the Boxer was a fearsome 14-gun British warship under
the command of Captain Samuel Blyth. Armed with cannons and a highly skilled
crew, the Boxer was a force to be reckoned with on the high seas. Its mission
was to protect British shipping lanes and ensure the dominance of the Royal
Navy.

Captain Blyth, known for his fierce spirit and unyielding determination, had turned
the Boxer into a symbol of British naval pride. The ship had developed a
reputation for overwhelming its adversaries, earning victories in several
encounters and becoming a formidable presence during the war.

The Enterprise: America's Pride and Glory

Meanwhile, across the Atlantic Ocean, the United States had its own champion –
the USS Enterprise. Launched in 1799, the Enterprise was a swift and powerful
12-gun schooner commanded by Lieutenant William Burrows.

The Enterprise had achieved significant victories against the British Navy during
its campaigns, earning the admiration of American sailors and striking fear into
the hearts of its enemies. With its expertly trained crew, the Enterprise was a
symbol of American resilience and determination.
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A Fateful Encounter: The Battle of 1813

On September 5th, 1813, fate brought the Boxer and the Enterprise face to face
off the coast of Maine – a battle that would forever etch their names in history.
Neither captain could have foreseen the consequences of their fateful encounter.

As the two ships closed in on each other, tense silence hung in the air. The clash
began with cannons roaring and muskets firing as both crews fought fiercely for
supremacy. The Boxer and the Enterprise exchanged devastating blows,
determined to emerge victorious.

The battle raged on for over an hour, a brutal struggle between equals. Despite
sustaining severe injuries, Captain Burrows refused to yield, fighting on until his
final breath. Captain Blyth, too, fought valiantly until the very end.

When the smoke cleared, the Boxer lay in ruins, its crew decimated. The
Enterprise, battered but triumphant, emerged as the victor of this brutal
confrontation. The loss of both captains was mourned by their countries, but their
legacy would forever be intertwined with the heroism displayed that day.

A Legacy of Honor and Remembrance

The clash between the Boxer and the Enterprise became a legendary tale of
courage and patriotism. It showcased the indomitable spirit of both the American
and British sailors and illuminated the sacrifices made during the War of 1812.

Today, their story lives on, reminding us of the bravery and fortitude exhibited by
those who fought for their nations. The Boxer and the Enterprise will forever be
remembered as symbols of a tumultuous time in history when duty, honor, and
resilience prevailed.



So, the next time you gaze upon the vastness of the ocean – imagine the mighty
warships, the anguished faces of sailors, and the unparalleled bravery that
defined the War of 1812. It is a tale that deserves to be recounted, a testament to
the true cost of freedom and the human spirit's unwavering resolve.
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On a September day in 1813, as citizens watched from the rocky shore of
Pemaquid, Maine, two of the last and bravest military sailing commanders
engaged in a battle that would change the course of the War of 1812...
Samuel Blyth was the youthful commander of His Britannic Majesty's brig Boxer,
and William Burrows, younger still, commanded the USS Enterprise. Both men
valued honor above all, and on this day their commitment would be put to the
ultimate test.

Though it lasted less than an hour, the battle between the Boxer and the
Enterprise was a brutal contest whose outcome was uncertain. When the cannon
smoke cleared, good men had been lost, and the U.S. Navy's role in the war had
changed.
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In Knights of the Sea, David Hanna brings to life a lost era, paying tribute to the
young commanders who considered it the highest honor to harness the wind to
meet their foes, and would be immortalized by the poet Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow. The only major sea battle of the War of 1812 witnessed by landsmen,
the fight between the Boxer and the Enterprise came to represent not only a
military turning point, but a maritime era that would soon be gone forever.
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