The Hired Girl: A Remarkable Tale for Older
Readers - An Ala Notable Children's Book

When it comes to finding a captivating story that appeals to older children, it can
sometimes be daunting. However, "The Hired Girl" is a remarkable tale that is
sure to captivate readers of all ages. This Ala Notable Children's Book has
received critical acclaim for its thought-provoking narrative, relatable characters,

and brilliant storytelling.

Set in 1911, "The Hired Girl" follows the journey of fourteen-year-old Joan
Skraggs, a determined and ambitious young girl. Joan escapes her bleak life on a
farm in Pennsylvania and moves to the bustling city of Baltimore, hoping to find
opportunities and pursue her dreams. Armed with her passion for literature, Joan

takes up a position as a hired girl to a wealthy Jewish family.

Throughout the book, Joan's character develops in unexpected ways as she
navigates the challenges of being a young woman in a rapidly changing world.
Her encounters with multiculturalism, religious differences, love, family, and self-

discovery shape her perspective and ultimately broaden her horizons.
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The author, Laura Amy Schlitz, skillfully crafts a beautifully descriptive narrative
that brings the early 20th century to life. From the bustling streets of Baltimore to
the rich cultural tapestry, readers are transported to a time of social change and

personal growth.

"The Hired Girl" explores universal themes that are relevant even in today's
world. Joan's determination to break free from the constraints of societal
expectations resonates with readers of all ages. The struggles she faces and the
lessons she learns make this novel a relatable and compelling coming-of-age

story.

In a time where young adult literature often focuses on fantastical elements and
supernatural creatures, "The Hired Girl" serves as a refreshing alternative. lts
emphasis on historical accuracy and the challenges faced by young women in the

early 20th century adds depth and substance to the story.

The book's ability to weave together historical accuracy, compelling characters,
and a captivating storyline has garnered it great praise from both critics and
readers. It was named an Ala Notable Children's Book, a prestigious honor

bestowed upon only the most exceptional children's literature.

The character of Joan Skraggs, with her strong-willed personality and unwavering
determination, provides an inspiring role model for young readers. In a world that
often tells young girls to conform, Joan's resilience and ambition are refreshing
and empowering. Readers will find themselves rooting for Joan as she confronts

societal norms and fights for her dreams.
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With its powerful messages about the importance of pursuing passions,
challenging societal norms, and embracing one's true identity, "The Hired Girl" is
a book that can spark meaningful conversations and reflections among readers of

all ages.

, "The Hired Girl" is a remarkable book that deserves its distinction as an Ala
Notable Children's Book. Combining meticulously researched historical details
with relatable characters and a compelling narrative, Laura Amy Schlitz creates a
story that is both entertaining and thought-provoking. Whether you are a young

adult or an older reader, this book is sure to leave a lasting impression.
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Winner of the 2016 Scott O’Dell Award for Historical FictionA 2016 Association of
Jewish Libraries Sydney Taylor Award Winner

Winner of the 2016 National Jewish Book Award for Children’s and Young Adult
Literature

Newbery Medalist Laura Amy Schlitz brings her delicious wit and keen eye to

early twentieth-century America in a moving yet comedic tour de force.
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Fourteen-year-old Joan Skraggs, just like the heroines in her beloved novels,
yearns for real life and true love. But what hope is there for adventure, beauty, or
art on a hardscrabble farm in Pennsylvania where the work never ends? Over the
summer of 1911, Joan pours her heart out into her diary as she seeks a new,
better life for herself —because maybe, just maybe, a hired girl cleaning and
cooking for six dollars a week can become what a farm girl could only dream of —
a woman with a future. Newbery Medalist Laura Amy Schlitz relates Joan’s
journey from the muck of the chicken coop to the comforts of a society household
in Baltimore (Electricity! Carpet sweepers! Sending out the laundry!),taking
readers on an exploration of feminism and housework; religion and literature; love

and loyalty; cats, hats, and bunions.

The Most Insightful and Liberating Experiences
Found in Very Short Introductions

When it comes to expanding our knowledge and exploring new concepts,
Very Short s (VSIs) have proven to be an invaluable resource. These
compact books are packed with...

Dax To The Max Imagination: Unlock the Power
of Creativity!

Welcome to the world of Dax To The Max Imagination, where creativity
knows no bounds! If you're looking to unlock your creative potential, dive

into a realm...
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\'\.Z | The Hidden Case of Ewan Forbes: Uncovering
THE HIDDEN CASE i the Mystery Behind an Enigmatic Figure

EWAN FORBES

Ewan Forbes: a name that sends shivers down the spine of those who
have heard of him. Yet, despite the intrigue and the countless rumors...
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RN \WVhen Newport Beat New Zealand: A Historic
All Black

Rugby Upset
Amber

The rivalry between Newport and New Zealand in the world of rugby is

well known and deeply rooted in history. The All Blacks have long been
considered one of the most...

The Soul of an Astronomer: Women of Spirit

Astronomy, the study of celestial objects and phenomena, has fascinated
human beings for centuries. It has allowed us to explore the vastness of
the universe and...

The Military Origins Of The Republic 1763-1789

A Respectable Army
il When we think about the birth of the United States, it is often images of
the Founding Fathers, the Declaration of Independence, and the

Revolutionary War that come to...
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TEN MOST MEMORABLE
NCAA BASKETBALL

RPO System for 10 and 11 Personnel: Durell
Fain

When it comes to offensive strategies in football, one name that stands
out is Durell Fain. Fain is renowned for his innovative and successful

RPO...

Madness: The Ten Most Memorable NCAA
Basketball Finals

College basketball fans eagerly await the annual NCAA Basketball
Tournament, lovingly referred to as "March Madness," where the best
teams compete for dominance on the court...
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