
The Gun Digest of Rimfire Rifles
Assembly/Disassembly: Your Ultimate Guide
to Mastering the Art
Are you a firearm enthusiast looking to delve into the world of rimfire rifles? The
Gun Digest of Rimfire Rifles Assembly/Disassembly is your ultimate companion.
In this comprehensive guide, we will explore everything you need to know about
assembling and disassembling rimfire rifles. From understanding the components
to mastering the steps involved, this guide will equip you with the knowledge and
skills to confidently work with rimfire rifles.

Why Rimfire Rifles?

Rimfire rifles have gained immense popularity among firearm enthusiasts for
various reasons. First and foremost, rimfire ammunition is cost-effective and
widely available, making it an affordable option for target shooting and small
game hunting. Additionally, rimfire cartridges have lower recoil compared to
centerfire cartridges, which makes them ideal for beginners and recreational
shooters. The versatility and ease of use make rimfire rifles a favorite among both
experienced marksmen and those new to the shooting sports.

Understanding Rimfire Rifles

Before diving into the assembly and disassembly process, it is crucial to
familiarize yourself with the different parts of a rimfire rifle. Let's explore the key
components:
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1. Barrel

The barrel is responsible for guiding the bullet and creating the spin necessary for
accuracy. It is essential to keep the barrel clean and free from debris to maintain
optimal performance.
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Long, shiny barrel of a rimfire rifle.

2. Bolt

The bolt is the mechanism responsible for feeding the ammunition into the
chamber and locking it in place before firing. It plays a crucial role in the overall
functioning of the rifle.
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Close-up image of a rimfire rifle bolt.

3. Stock

The stock provides stability and support while aiming and firing the rifle. It also
houses the trigger mechanism and may have additional compartments for storing
ammunition or accessories.
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Wooden stock with a comfortable grip on a rimfire rifle.

4. Magazine

The magazine holds the ammunition and feeds it into the chamber for firing.
Rimfire rifles typically have detachable magazines that can be easily loaded and
replaced.
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Detachable magazine for a rimfire rifle.

The Assembly Process

Now that you're familiar with the different parts of a rimfire rifle, let's dive into the
step-by-step process of assembling your firearm:

Step 1: Cleaning and Inspection

Ensuring the rifle is clean and in good working condition is crucial for optimal
performance. Thoroughly inspect all components, removing any dirt or debris that
may affect the rifle's functionality.

Step 2: Attaching the Barrel

Align the muzzle end of the barrel with the receiver and carefully slide it into
place. Ensure that it is securely seated before proceeding to the next step.

Step 3: Locking in the Bolt

Insert the bolt into the receiver and push it forward until it locks into place. This
step ensures that the ammunition can be fed into the chamber correctly.

Step 4: Installing the Stock
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Attach the stock to the receiver, aligning the holes and tightening the screws or
latches as per the manufacturer's instructions. Ensure a secure and comfortable
fit.

Step 5: Inserting the Magazine

Slide the magazine into the designated slot until it clicks into place. Give it a
gentle tug to ensure it is securely held by the rifle.

These are the essential steps involved in assembling a rimfire rifle. It is crucial to
follow the manufacturer's instructions and consult any additional resources
specific to your rifle model.

The Disassembly Process

Disassembling a rimfire rifle is equally important, whether it's for routine cleaning
or troubleshooting potential issues. Here's a step-by-step guide:

Step 1: Removing the Magazine

Press the magazine release button or lever to release the magazine from the rifle.
Pull it out gently, ensuring no ammunition is left inside.

Step 2: Unlocking the Bolt

Releasing the bolt from the locked position allows the removal of the bolt
assembly from the receiver. Consult your rifle's manual for specific instructions on
unlocking the bolt.

Step 3: Separating the Stock

Depending on the rifle model, you may need to unscrew or detach specific parts
to separate the stock from the receiver. Follow the manufacturer's guidelines for a
smooth disassembly process.



Step 4: Separating the Barrel

To remove the barrel, ensure that the rifle is unloaded. Some rifles may require
the use of special tools or additional steps to separate the barrel from the
receiver. Refer to your rifle's manual for precise instructions.

By following these steps, you can safely and accurately disassemble your rimfire
rifle. Remember to keep all the parts organized and clean during the process.

The Gun Digest of Rimfire Rifles Assembly/Disassembly serves as an invaluable
resource for anyone looking to deepen their understanding of rimfire rifles.
Whether you're a seasoned firearm enthusiast or a beginner entering the world of
shooting sports, this comprehensive guide provides the knowledge and
confidence to assemble and disassemble rimfire rifles with ease.

Remember to prioritize safety and always consult your rifle's manual for specific
instructions. With practice, patience, and the guidance offered by this guide, you'll
soon become a master of the art of rimfire rifle assembly and disassembly.
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Cleaning, Repairing and Maintaining Rimfire Rifles Has Never Been Easier!

Gun Digest Book of Rimfire Rifles Assembly/Disassembly has long been the
standard for easy-to-understand instructions on cleaning and maintaining a huge
variety of rimfire rifles. Now, in this 3rd edition, author Kevin Muramatsu has
added and updated it with many of the latest models.

More than 1,800 detailed photos show field-stripping and detailed disassembly
steps in proper order. Along with easy-to-understand, step-by-step instructional
text, every aspect of the parts involved and tools used is covered. With
disassembly and reassembly instructions for 74 different rimfire rifles and 228
closely related models, this photo-intensive guide is a must-have for both novices
and experts.

About the Author

Kevin Muramatsu is a regular columnist on a variety of gunsmithing topics for
Gun Digest the Magazine and Reloading editor for the Gun Digest annual. A
resident of Minnesota, Muramatsu is known for his original gunsmithing ideas
combined with the application of tried-and-true repair and maintenance
techniques.
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