
The First Texas Cavalry in the Civil War:
Revealing the Unforgettable Heroism of
Williams Ford, Texas University
As we journey back in time to explore the tumultuous era of the American Civil
War, one cannot overlook the remarkable stories of unsung heroes who made
significant contributions. Among these courageous individuals, the First Texas
Cavalry stands tall, representing a symbol of bravery, honor, and sacrifice.
Historically intertwined with the prestigious Williams Ford, Texas University, the
cavalry's legacy is etched forever in the annals of American history.

Unveiling the Birth of the First Texas Cavalry

The First Texas Cavalry, also known as "Terry's Texas Rangers," emerged in
1861, with an overwhelming sense of duty to protect the Southern cause during
the Civil War. William Terry, a prominent and respected lawyer from Houston,
assumed the command of this valiant group.

With a rallying cry echoing across the Lone Star State, brave souls from all walks
of life rushed to join the cavalry's ranks. They left families behind, trading warmth
and comfort for the treacherous battlefields. These courageous Texans would go
on to write an indelible chapter in American history, their tales forever etched in
the hearts of the nation.
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Williams Ford, Texas University: A Citadel of Bravery

Located near the banks of the Brazos River, Williams Ford, Texas University,
served as the nurturing ground for the First Texas Cavalry, preparing them for the
challenges that lay ahead. This esteemed academic institution had long instilled
values of bravery, integrity, and leadership in its students, many of whom would
later don the Confederate gray and fight on the front lines.

Under the guidance of passionate professors and military strategists, the young
men honed their skills and imbibed a sense of devotion to their cause. Williams
Ford, Texas University, became a citadel of bravery, shaping the minds and souls
of these valiant soldiers.

The Inevitable Clash: First Texas Cavalry in Battle

With the clash of swords and the thunderous roar of hooves, the First Texas
Cavalry charged valiantly into battles that would forever define their legacy. From
the gruesome Battle of Shiloh to the pivotal moment at Gettysburg, these brave
men proved their mettle amidst the utmost adversity.
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In each skirmish and campaign, the soldiers of the First Texas Cavalry stood tall,
facing the storms of musket fire, cannon blasts, and the cries of fallen comrades.
Their unwavering bravery and dedication commanded the respect of both allies
and enemies alike.

The Heroism of Williams Ford, Texas University's Sons

Throughout the numerous battles fought by the First Texas Cavalry, Williams
Ford, Texas University, gave birth to countless tales of heroism and valor. Among
these, we find the indomitable spirits of extraordinary individuals who rose above
the chaos to become legends in their own right.

One such figure is Major Walter N. Bonham, a former Williams Ford student, who
displayed exceptional leadership skills and gallantry, leading the First Texas
Cavalry through numerous engagements.

Furthermore, Captain Samuel P. Shepard emerged as a true hero, fighting
alongside his comrades and relentlessly pursuing victory. His unwavering
commitment to the cause and his determination to protect his fellow soldiers
earned him a place among Texas's bravest warriors.

These are just a few examples of the countless heroes nurtured by Williams Ford,
Texas University. Their stories of valor are eternally ingrained in our collective
memory and will forever inspire generations to come.

Legacy and Remembrance of the First Texas Cavalry

The unparalleled heroism and sacrifice displayed by the First Texas Cavalry
continue to captivate historians, scholars, and enthusiasts, engraving their legacy
within the tapestry of American history. Williams Ford, Texas University remains a



testament to their unwavering dedication and serves as a reminder of their
indomitable spirit.

Whether recounting the tales of daring riders charging into battle or celebrating
the unwavering camaraderie that blossomed among the ranks, the stories of the
First Texas Cavalry are a testament to the brave souls who fought and sacrificed
for their ideals.

Today, as we reflect upon the valor of the First Texas Cavalry, we pay tribute to
their memory, ensuring that their stories will continue to inspire generations yet to
come. Let us honor their resilience and bravery, forever cherishing the indelible
mark they left upon the pages of American history.
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The 1st Texas Cavalry Regiment, also known as the 1st Texas Mounted Rifles,
was Texas’ first contribution of soldiers to the Civil War. The regiment was the first
Confederate unit organized in Texas and the longest to serve, participating in
Indian skirmishes on the frontier as well as in full battles against the Union.
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In Horse Sweat and Powder Smoke Stanley S. McGowen describes and honors
one of the most unique and successful military units in Texas history. He provides
the first complete history of the 1st Texas Cavalry Regiment, documenting their
origins from the Confederate Committee on Public Safety’s request for mounted
units to the appointment of Henry McCulloch to colonel of cavalry.

McCulloch, a former Texas Ranger, was swift and effective at motivating his
fellow Texans to arms, notably Captains James B. “Buck” Barry and Thomas C.
Frost. The regimental commanders, McCulloch, Augustus Buchel, and William
Yager, were acknowledged for their emphasis on precise discipline and
gentlemanly conduct, and their training methods were valuable in that soldiers
learned both cavalry and infantry maneuvers, as well as saber fighting and the
proper care of horses and equipment. As many commanders maintained lax rules
of propriety and organization, the 1st Texas Mounted Rifles remained a cohesive
and loyal unit, disbanding only under the proper orders. Even after, as the
Confederacy fell around them, the troops remained steadfastly loyal to their fellow
fighters.

McGowen examines the vast range of territory that the unit covered, including
Louisiana swamps, the Red River Valley, along the Rio Grande, as well as the
Gulf Coast line. He discusses their involvement in the controversial campaign
known as the Battle of the Nueces, casting doubts on the common interpretation
of the German immigrants, sympathetic to the Union, as defenseless farmers.
McGowen asserts that while there was bloodshed on both sides, the Germans
were not the innocent victims that many historians have claimed, and that the
cavalry was not the bloodthirsty gang many thought.

Horse Sweat and Powder Smoke clearly portrays the heroism and individuality of
Texas’ first mounted unit in the Civil War. By combining the history of the unit with



profiles of the men who led it and who gave it its unique spirit and character, as
well as accounts of the battles, raids, and skirmishes in which the unit
participated, McGowen provides a valuable history of men whose recognition is
long overdue from those whose homes, values, and way of life were defended by
their actions.
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