
The Extraordinary Life of Sir William Northrup
McMillan: An Inspiring Legacy
Sir William Northrup McMillan was a man of many talents, achievements, and
philanthropic endeavors. His life story is a fascinating testament to ambition,
perseverance, and the power of generosity. Born in the small town of Macomb,
Illinois, in 1872, McMillan would go on to become one of the most influential
figures in the business, art, and philanthropic worlds of his time.

Early Life and Career

As a young man, McMillan exhibited a unique entrepreneurial spirit and a love for
the arts. After graduating from college, he ventured into the realm of business and
quickly found success in various industries, including real estate, transportation,
and banking. His financial acumen and keen eye for investment opportunities
allowed him to amass a considerable fortune.

However, it was not just his business ventures that set McMillan apart; his
passion for art and culture led him to become a dedicated patron of the arts. He
supported numerous artists, writers, and musicians, helping to shape the cultural
landscape of his era. McMillan saw art not only as a source of beauty and
inspiration but also as a means to provoke social change.
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One of McMillan's most significant contributions to the arts was his establishment
of the McMillan Foundation for Art and Culture. This foundation aimed to support
emerging artists and provide them with resources to pursue their craft. McMillan
believed in the transformative power of art and wanted to ensure that talented
individuals had the opportunity to develop their skills and share their creations
with the world.

Philanthropy and Legacy

McMillan's philanthropic endeavors extended far beyond the realm of art. He was
deeply passionate about education and believed that everyone, regardless of
their background, should have access to quality learning opportunities. To that
end, he contributed significantly to several educational institutions, funding
scholarships and building libraries and academic centers.

Furthermore, McMillan recognized the importance of healthcare and access to
medical advancements. He generously donated to hospitals, research facilities,
and medical schools, making groundbreaking discoveries and treatments more
accessible to the general public. His contributions saved countless lives and
improved the quality of healthcare in communities around the world.

It is no exaggeration to say that McMillan's philanthropy and dedication to social
causes made a lasting impact on society. His belief in the power of giving inspired
others to follow in his footsteps, fostering a culture of generosity and compassion.

The Personal Side of Sir William Northrup McMillan
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Behind McMillan's public persona as a successful businessman and
transformative philanthropist, there was a deeply compassionate and caring
individual. He was known for his kindness, humility, and unwavering commitment
to making a positive difference in the lives of others.

Despite his immense wealth, McMillan lived a modest life, never succumbing to
the temptations of material excess. He understood that true fulfillment came from
helping others rather than accumulating possessions. His personal philosophy
can be summed up in one of his most famous quotes: "The greatest wealth lies
not in what we acquire but in what we give."

The Enduring Legacy of Sir William Northrup McMillan

When Sir William Northrup McMillan passed away in 1936, the world mourned
the loss of an extraordinary individual. However, his legacy lives on through the
countless lives he touched and the institutions he supported. The McMillan
Foundation for Art and Culture continues to champion talented artists, ensuring
their voices are heard and their works are celebrated.

McMillan's philanthropic efforts in education and healthcare have left a lasting
impact, fostering a more inclusive and equitable society. The scholarships,
libraries, and medical advancements made possible by his generosity continue to
benefit countless individuals to this day.

, Sir William Northrup McMillan's life journey is an inspiration to us all. His
unwavering commitment to fostering cultural, social, and educational progress is
a reminder of the potential we all have to make a positive impact on the world.
Through his legacy, he continues to inspire future generations to dream big, give
generously, and create lasting change.
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Northrup is the story of a big-hearted American millionaire, William Northrup
McMillan, who came to Kenya in 1904 on a shooting expedition. He fell in love
with the country and bought a large estate and a mountain. Having explored and
hunted in Sudan and Ethiopia, he decided his future lay in Kenya and he would
help in “opening up a completely new colony.” He poured his large fortune and all
his enthusiastic energies into his adopted country, developing his estates,
backing new business ventures and providing assistance to the needy. During
World War I, he became a British citizen and received a knighthood for his
wartime services.Towering over his fellows and weighing in at over 300 pounds,
Northrup stood out in a crowd. He was a generous man and his hunting ranch at
Juja and his town house at Chiromo were known for lavish hospitality and helped
set the fashion for safari tourism. He hosted former US President Theodore
Roosevelt in 1909. Northrup later was elected to the Legislative Council. He
worked with both Ewart Grogan and Lord Delamere and funded various African
training schemes. This book contains completely new research on William
Northrup McMillan and his wife Lucie, who have hitherto been shadowy
characters in the history of colonial Kenya. Northrup’s death in 1925 robbed
Kenya of one of its most colourful and influential pioneering settlers. He is buried
on Ol Donyo Sabuk, the mountain he loved so much.
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