
The Epic Poem "On The Nature Of Things"
Translated By William Ellery Leonard: Delve
Into the Marvels of Epicurus' Philosophy
Published in 1886, "On The Nature Of Things," or "De Rerum Natura" in Latin, is
a remarkable philosophical poem written by the Roman poet and philosopher,
Lucretius.

This extraordinary work, spanning over 2,000 lines, explores the fundamental
principles of Epicurean philosophy. It provides valuable insights into the nature of
the universe, the existence of gods, the nature of the soul, and the pursuit of
lasting happiness.

One of the most notable translations of this ancient masterpiece is by William
Ellery Leonard, an American poet and philosopher. Leonard's translation,
published in 1916, captures the essence of Lucretius' eloquent verse, allowing
modern readers to immerse themselves in the profound wisdom of Epicurean
thought.
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An Overview of Epicurean Philosophy

Before delving into the extraordinary translation of "On The Nature Of Things" by
William Ellery Leonard, it is essential to understand the core tenets of Epicurean
philosophy.

Epicureanism, founded by the Greek philosopher Epicurus, emphasizes the
pursuit of happiness and tranquility through the attainment of inner peace and the
absence of pain. Epicurus advocated for the reduction of unnecessary desires
and the enjoyment of simple pleasures.

Contrary to popular misconceptions, Epicureanism is not synonymous with
indulgence or hedonism. Instead, it promotes a balanced approach to life,
advocating for the fulfillment of natural and necessary desires while avoiding
excess and unnecessary extravagance.

The Magnificence of "On The Nature Of Things"

"On The Nature Of Things" stands as one of the most influential works of ancient
philosophy. Through Lucretius' masterful composition, readers are led on a
journey through the wonders of the universe, exploring the nature of atoms, the
existence of void, and the concept of eternal time.

The poem is divided into six books, each delving into different aspects of the
physical and metaphysical world. Lucretius incorporates vivid imagery, thought-
provoking analogies, and persuasive arguments to convey his ideas. It is a
breathtaking amalgamation of philosophy, poetry, and scientific inquiry.
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While "On The Nature Of Things" covers a range of topics, one of its central
themes revolves around the rejection of superstition and fear-based religions.
Lucretius argues that the gods exist but do not intervene in human affairs,
assuring readers that true happiness lies in liberation from irrational fears and the
acceptance of the natural world.

The Contribution of William Ellery Leonard's Translation

William Ellery Leonard's translation of "On The Nature Of Things" has played a
significant role in bringing Lucretius' remarkable poem to a modern audience.

Leonard's translation captures the beauty and rhythm of Lucretius' original work,
allowing readers to experience the elegance of the Latin language without
sacrificing comprehension. His expertise as a poet enables him to preserve the
essence of each line while making it accessible to those unfamiliar with classical
literature.

Furthermore, Leonard provides insightful footnotes throughout the text,
elucidating obscure references, providing historical context, and explaining
philosophical concepts. These annotations serve as a valuable companion to the
poem, enriching the reading experience and deepening the understanding of
Epicurean philosophy.

Unearthing the Philosophical Gems Within

Reading "On The Nature Of Things" in Leonard's translation offers a unique
opportunity to immerse oneself in the profound teachings of Epicurean philosophy
and ancient Roman thought.

Through Lucretius' eloquent verse, readers are invited to contemplate the nature
of the universe, the mysteries of life and death, and the pursuit of genuine



happiness. It serves as a reminder that many of the questions humans grapple
with today have been pondered for centuries.

Whether one seeks philosophical enlightenment, poetic beauty, or a deeper
understanding of the ancient world, "On The Nature Of Things" translated by
William Ellery Leonard is a mesmerizing gateway to a bygone era, transporting
readers into the depths of Lucretius' philosophical endeavors.

So dive into the epic splendor of "On The Nature Of Things" and unravel the
enduring wisdom of Epicurus through the sublime translation of William Ellery
Leonard.
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Very little is known about the Roman poet and philosopher Titus Lucretius Carus.
His birth and death dates are based off of cross-referencing works that mention
him, and pieces of evidence derived from his writing, and are believed to be circa
99 BC–54 BC. “On the Nature of Things” is Lucretius’s only known work. The goal
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of the text is to explain Epicurean philosophy to the Roman people. It is
addressed to Gaius Memmius, a praetor and patron of Lucretius. Presented in
this work is an argument for atomism, the assertion that it is not the Gods that are
responsible for the happenings of the world, but rather atoms and voids. Lucretius
also argues that death is simply the dissipation of the human mind, and that it is
not something we should fear. “On the Nature of Things” is a detailed articulation
of ancient thought-provoking debates which are still relevant today. This edition
follows the verse translation of William Ellery Leonard and includes an by Cyril
Bailey.
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