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The concept of time has been a subject of intense debate and speculation for
centuries. One theory that challenges the traditional view of time is the growing
block theory. In this article, we will delve into the defence of the growing block
theory of time as presented in Synthese Library 395.
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Understanding the Growing Block Theory

The growing block theory proposes that the past and present are real, while the
future is not yet in existence. According to this theory, the universe is constantly
expanding, forming an ever-growing "block" of past and present events. This view
argues against the traditional notion of time as a linear and fixed entity.
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The defenders of the growing block theory posit that our experience of time can
be better explained by this framework. They argue that our perception of the past
is based on memories and historical records, while the present is the realm of our
current experiences. They claim that the future has not yet unfolded and is
therefore nonexistent.

Challenges to the Growing Block Theory

Like any controversial theory, the growing block theory faces several challenges
and criticisms. One of the primary critiques is the issue of determinism.
Opponents argue that if the future is not fixed, it undermines the notion of cause
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and effect. How can events and actions lead to predictable outcomes if the future
is uncertain?

Another criticism is the lack of empirical evidence supporting the growing block
theory. While proponents provide philosophical reasoning and logical arguments,
some scientists insist on the need for concrete scientific evidence to validate this
hypothesis. The absence of such evidence weakens the theory in the eyes of
skeptics.

Defending the Growing Block Theory

Proponents of the growing block theory have a range of counterarguments to
these challenges. Regarding determinism, they argue that the absence of a
predetermined future does not eliminate causality. They claim that causality still
operates within the realm of the past and present, influencing events and shaping
the course of history.

In response to the lack of empirical evidence, defenders of the growing block
theory emphasize the limitations of empirical methods in addressing metaphysical
questions. They argue that time itself is a concept beyond the scope of empirical
observation and that philosophical reasoning and logical consistency are the
appropriate tools for exploring its nature.

The Significance of the Synthese Library 395

Synthese Library 395 is a highly respected publication within the field of
philosophy and theoretical physics. Its in-depth analysis and rigorous examination
of the growing block theory provide valuable insights and arguments for those
interested in exploring new perspectives on time.



This publication brings together leading thinkers and researchers who provide a
comprehensive defence of the growing block theory. Their contributions shed light
on the conceptual underpinnings, address criticisms, and explore novel
implications and applications of this theory.

The defence of the growing block theory of time presented in Synthese Library
395 offers a compelling case for reconsidering our understanding of time. While
the theory may face challenges and critics, its proponents argue that it provides a
more coherent explanation of our subjective experience of time.

Exploring alternative theories of time allows us to expand our perspectives and
challenge long-held assumptions. The growing block theory invites us to question
the nature of past, present, and future in ways that can lead to new insights and a
deeper understanding of the universe we inhabit.
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This monograph is a detailed study, and systematic defence, of the Growing
Block Theory of time (GBT),first conceived by C.D. Broad. The book offers a
coherent, logically perspicuous and ideologically lean formulation of GBT,
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defends it against the most notorious objections to be found in the extant
philosophical literature, and shows how it can be derived from a more general
theory, consistent with relativistic spacetime, on the pre-relativistic assumption of
an absolute and total temporal order.

The authors devise axiomatizations of GBT and its competitors which, against the
backdrop of a shared quantified tense logic, significantly improves the prospects
of their comparative assessment. Importantly, neither of these axiomatizations
involves commitment to properties of presentness, pastness or futurity. The
authors proceed to address, and defuse, a number of objections that have been
marshaled against GBT, including the so-called epistemic objection according to
which the theory invites skepticism about our temporal location. The challenge
posed by relativistic physics is met head-on, by replacing claims about temporal
variation by claims about variation across spacetime.

The book aims to achieve the greatest possible rigor. The background logic is set
out in detail, as are the principles governing the notions of precedence and
temporal location. The authors likewise devise a novel spacetime logic suited for
the articulation, and comparative assessment, of relativistic theories of time. The
book comes with three technical appendices which include soundness and
completeness proofs for the systems corresponding to GBT and its competitors,
in both their pre-relativistic and relativistic forms.The book is primarily directed at
researchers and graduate students working on the philosophy of time or temporal
logic, but is of interest to metaphysicians and philosophical logicians more
generally.
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