
The Coming of the Revolution 1763-1775:
Unveiling the Seeds of American
Independence
Imagine a time when a young nation, striving for independence, began to
articulate a vision that would shape the course of history. The American
Revolution, one of the most pivotal events in American history, unfolded between
the years 1763 and 1775, reverberating across the continent and ultimately
leading to the birth of the United States of America.

1. The Seeds of Discontent: The Stamp Act of 1765

The journey towards revolution commenced with the imposition of the Stamp Act
of 1765. This act, passed by the British Parliament, required American colonists
to pay tax on all printed materials, from legal documents to playing cards. The
American colonists, who had grown accustomed to a certain level of self-
governance, were outraged by this infringement on their rights.

The anger and resistance that arose as a result of the Stamp Act planted the first
seeds of revolution, as American colonists began to question their allegiance to
the British Empire and started envisioning a future free from British rule.
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2. The Boston Massacre of 1770: A Turning Point

The next major event that contributed to the coming of the revolution was the
Boston Massacre of 1770. Tensions between British soldiers and colonists had
been escalating for some time, but the clash on that fateful day in Boston proved
to be a turning point.

British soldiers, stationed in Boston to maintain order, fired into a crowd of
colonists, resulting in the death of several individuals. This event became a
rallying cry for American colonists who saw it as an example of British tyranny.
The seed of rebellion had been firmly planted in the hearts and minds of the
American people.

3. The Boston Tea Party: A Symbolic Act of Protest

The Boston Tea Party, an iconic act of resistance, captured the attention of the
world and further intensified the conflict between the American colonists and the
British Empire. In 1773, a group of American patriots disguised as Native
Americans boarded British ships carrying tea and dumped the entire cargo
overboard as a protest against the Tea Act.

This audacious act of defiance demonstrated the depth of American colonists'
commitment to their cause and their willingness to reject British authority. It
served as a powerful symbol of resistance, signaling to the British Empire that the
American people were prepared to go to any lengths to secure their freedom.

4. The First Continental Congress: Propelling the Revolution
Forward
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In response to the escalating tensions and acts of defiance, the First Continental
Congress was convened in 1774. Delegates from twelve of the thirteen colonies
gathered in Philadelphia to discuss their grievances and propose a common
course of action.

The Continental Congress united the diverse colonies in their desire for liberty
and self-determination. It marked a significant step towards formalizing the
revolution and laid the groundwork for the subsequent events that would shape
the nation's destiny.

5. The Shot Heard 'Round the World: The Battles of Lexington and
Concord

On April 19, 1775, the first shots of the American Revolution were fired in the
Battles of Lexington and Concord. The clashes between American minutemen
and British troops marked the official beginning of armed resistance.

The battles at Lexington and Concord echoed throughout the colonies, mobilizing
Americans from all walks of life to join the cause. The revolutionary spirit was
ignited, and the fight for independence became a reality.

6. The Declaration of Independence: A Momentous Act

Finally, after years of unrest, conflict, and the sacrifices of countless individuals,
the Second Continental Congress declared the independence of the United
States from British rule on July 4, 1776. The Declaration of Independence
became the cornerstone of American ideals and the framework for the nation's
future.

The coming of the revolution between 1763 and 1775 represents a critical period
in American history. It was a time when a nation's spirit was ignited, and an
unwavering commitment to freedom was born. The events and actions during this



period shaped the destiny of a nation, leading to the birth of the United States of
America. The legacy of the revolution continues to resonate today, reminding us
of the power of perseverance and the significance of fighting for one's beliefs.
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A short history of the "rise of that historical movement which culminates in
American secession from the British Empire. Includes descriptions of the
individual colonies and their characteristics.”

“Professor Gipson’s magisterial narrative of the Revolutionary movement within
the thirteen American colonies meets both the special needs of the editors and
the high standards of the author—an achievement that is not, as we have learned
from other books in other series, the easiest thing in the scholarly world to bring
off successfully. Out of the massive rock of this knowledge and understanding of
the British Empire in America, he has carved a gem of descriptive narration and
reflective judgment. The Coming of the Revolution is ‘pure Gipson,’ that is to say,
a book about early America that is documented with severity, written with clarity,
and marked by a measured, one might almost say Franklinian, affection for the
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old Empire.”—CLINTON ROSSITER, The Annals of The American Academy for
Political and Social Science

“Like all his work, this bears all the marks of sound learning, just temper, and love
of truth and reality. This, surely, is the best short history of the rise of that
historical movement which culminates in American secession from the British
Empire.”—ROSS J. S. HOFFMAN, Fordham University
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