
The City and the Farm Crisis Annual
Schumacher Lectures

Every year, the renowned Schumacher Lectures bring together experts, activists,
and thinkers from around the world to discuss crucial issues related to
sustainability, local economies, and social justice. One of the most anticipated
events within this series is the discussion on the city and the farm crisis, where
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speakers shed light on the challenges faced by urban and rural communities
alike.

The city and the farm are often portrayed as distinct entities, seemingly
disconnected from each other. However, the reality is that both are deeply
intertwined and rely on each other for their survival. The annual Schumacher
Lectures aim to bridge this gap, fostering a dialogue to understand the
interconnectedness of urban and rural life, and how crises impacting one can
have dire consequences for the other.
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Alt attribute: Image of a city skyline merging with farmland, illustrating the
interconnectedness of urban and rural life

Understanding the Farm Crisis

The farm crisis is an ongoing issue affecting agricultural communities globally.
Factors such as climate change, unsustainable farming practices, and market
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volatility have placed farmers under immense pressure. These challenges have
far-reaching consequences, not only for rural economies but also for the food
security of urban populations.

During the annual Schumacher Lectures, experts delve into the root causes of
the farm crisis and explore innovative solutions. They address the need for
sustainable agricultural practices, the importance of empowering farmers, and the
role of government policies in fostering resilient rural economies.

The Urban Perspective: City Growth and Food Supply
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As cities continue to grow at an unprecedented rate, ensuring a secure and
sustainable food supply becomes a critical concern. The Schumacher Lectures
bring urban planners, policymakers, and activists together to discuss the
importance of local food systems, urban agriculture, and community-led initiatives
in enhancing food security within cities.

Solutions presented during these lectures often highlight the potential of urban
farming, vertical agriculture, and rooftop gardens as means to provide fresh,
nutritious food to urban dwellers while minimizing the ecological footprint of food
production and distribution.

Bridging the Gap: Collaboration and Cooperation
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The annual Schumacher Lectures emphasize the need for collaboration and
cooperation between urban and rural communities. By understanding each



other's challenges, sharing knowledge, and working together, both urban and
rural areas can build more resilient systems that benefit all. These lectures serve
as a platform for fostering connections between different stakeholders,
encouraging cross-disciplinary dialogue, and inspiring collective action.

The Way Forward: Building Sustainable Futures
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The Schumacher Lectures offer hope by showcasing inspiring success stories
and innovative approaches to mitigating the farm crisis and bridging the urban-
rural divide. From regenerative agriculture practices to community-supported
models, these lectures inspire individuals to take action and contribute towards
building sustainable futures.

, the City and the Farm Crisis Annual Schumacher Lectures serve as a valuable
platform to address the challenges faced by both urban and rural communities.
By exploring the interconnectedness of these two seemingly distinct entities,
participants gain insights into the implications of the farm crisis on urban food
security and the potential of urban communities in supporting rural economies.
Through collaboration and knowledge sharing, these lectures contribute towards
building a more sustainable and resilient future.
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The collection of lectures and publications from the Schumacher Center for a
New Economics represents some of the foremost voices on a new economics. 

All of us together—city people and country people—have to eat. The most
significant aspect of the agricultural crisis, Wendell Berry argues, is that we rely
on others, namely large-scale farmers, to produce food and carry out land
stewardship on our behalf. He believes that it’s dangerous to depend upon the
industries that are involved between the grower and the eater of food, such as the
transport and chemical industries. If we have to use the land, he says, we have to
use it well; we have to use it lovingly. More small-scale farmers are needed who
will stay in one place and learn to care for the land and respect its limits, then
pass along that knowledge to the next generation. By joining together as
producers and consumers, we can support local farmers and protect them from
being washed away by bankruptcy. Berry praises the Schumacherian ideal of
local independence built on local resources. He believes that nothing could be
more hopeful than the idea of a healthy local food economy.
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