
The Best American Short Plays 1994-1995: A
Celebration of Theatrical Excellence

Welcome to the world of American theater, where creativity meets storytelling like
never before! In this article, we will be diving into the captivating world of The
Best American Short Plays 1994-1995 and exploring the artistry, talent, and
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diversity that makes this collection a must-read for theater enthusiasts and lovers
of great storytelling.

The Art of Short Plays

Short plays have a unique power to captivate audiences by condensing powerful
stories into concise and impactful moments. Unlike full-length plays, which often
require a significant time commitment, short plays provide an opportunity to
experience a plethora of emotions and themes within a shorter timeframe, making
them perfect for both theater connoisseurs and casual readers.
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Unveiling The Best American Short Plays 1994-1995

The Best American Short Plays 1994-1995 is a curated collection that showcases
the finest theatrical works from the years 1994 to 1995. Compiled by William W.
Demastes, a renowned theater scholar, and critic, this anthology is a celebration
of the tremendous talent present in American theater during this period.

The Benefits of Theatrical Anthologies
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Anthologies like The Best American Short Plays series provide readers with a
unique opportunity to explore a variety of theatrical styles, genres, and themes
within a single book. They give aspiring playwrights a chance to learn from the
best, theatre lovers an avenue to discover new voices, and teachers a valuable
resource to include in their curricula. The Best American Short Plays 1994-1995
is no exception, featuring a diverse array of plays that push the boundaries of
storytelling and showcase the depth of human emotions.

Exploring the Highlights

This anthology features several standout plays, each offering its own distinct
voice and perspective. One such play is "Lips Together, Teeth Apart" by Terrence
McNally. It delves into the complexities of human relationships, exploring themes
of love, loss, and sexuality, while also examining societal constructs and the fear
of death. McNally's sharp dialogue and nuanced characters make this play an
unforgettable experience.



Another remarkable play in this collection is "Anna in the Tropics" by Nilo Cruz.
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 2003, this evocative work transports us
to 1929 Florida, where a lector reads Tolstoy's "Anna Karenina" to cigar factory
workers. The play intertwines literature, love, and the challenges faced by Cuban
immigrants, creating a mesmerizing narrative that resonates with audiences of all
backgrounds.
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These are just two examples from a treasure trove of captivating plays found
within The Best American Short Plays 1994-1995. Each play offers a unique
blend of drama, comedy, and thought-provoking moments that will leave you
pondering long after you've closed the book.

The Power of Theater

Theater is a powerful medium that brings stories to life, creating an intimate
connection between performers and audiences. The Best American Short Plays
1994-1995 exemplifies the transformative power of theater, and its ability to
challenge, enlighten, and entertain individuals from all walks of life.

The Best American Short Plays 1994-1995 is not just a collection of plays, it is a
testament to the artistic excellence present in American theater during a specific
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period. It offers readers a chance to delve into the intricate world of short plays,
explore diverse themes, and celebrate the talent of notable playwrights. Whether
you're a theater enthusiast, an aspiring playwright, or simply looking for a
captivating read, this anthology promises to take you on an unforgettable journey
through the richness of American theater. So grab a copy, immerse yourself in its
pages, and let the magic of these short plays transport you into another world.
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(Applause Books). Christopher Durang * Craig Fols * J.E. Franklin * David Mamet
* Steve Martin * Elaine May * Max Mitchell * Rich Orloff * Jacquelyn Reingold *
Ronald Ribman * Murray Schisgal * Jules Tasca * Thornton Wilder * Doug Wright.
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