
The Air Campaign Planning for Combat: A
Definitive Guide
Imagine a world without effective air campaign strategies. Warfare would be
limited, countries would struggle to defend their territories, and the balance of
power would be entirely different. This is where the art of air campaign planning
for combat comes into play – a complex task that involves meticulous analysis,
strategic decision-making, and coordination of air assets to achieve military
objectives.

The Importance of Air Campaign Planning

The success of military operations heavily relies on the effectiveness of air
campaigns. By utilizing air power, combatants can gain a significant advantage
on the battlefield. A well-planned air campaign can disrupt enemy communication
networks, destroy key infrastructure, weaken the opponent's morale, and provide
invaluable support to ground forces.

However, planning an air campaign is not an easy feat. It requires a deep
understanding of military tactics, knowledge of enemy capabilities, and the ability
to adapt to rapidly changing situations. Without proper planning, costly mistakes
can be made, and the desired objectives may not be achieved.
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Key Elements of Air Campaign Planning

Effective air campaign planning involves several key elements that must be
carefully considered:

Intelligence Gathering

Before any air campaign can be planned, intelligence gathering plays a critical
role. This involves collecting information about the enemy's air defense
capabilities, their locations, and vulnerabilities. It also includes understanding
their tactics, communication networks, and supply chains. The more
comprehensive the intelligence, the better the chances of a successful campaign.

Defining Objectives

Clear and achievable objectives are vital for planning an air campaign. These
objectives should align with broader military strategy and consider the desired
end state. Whether it's neutralizing enemy air defenses, disrupting enemy supply
lines, or supporting ground forces, defining precise goals provides a framework
for all subsequent planning.

Target Selection

Identifying key targets that align with the campaign's objectives is crucial. This
involves evaluating their strategic importance, vulnerability, and potential impact
on the enemy's capabilities. Targets can include airfields, command centers,
military infrastructure, or even high-value individuals. Each target must be
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carefully analyzed to determine the most effective strike methods and minimize
collateral damage.

Coordinating Air Assets

Once the objectives and targets are defined, the coordination of air assets
becomes essential. This includes allocating aircraft, specifying their roles, and
synchronizing their actions to achieve maximum efficiency. Collaboration with
ground forces and naval assets may also be necessary to ensure a
comprehensive approach.

Developing Contingency Plans

In the fog of war, flexibility is key. No air campaign planning is complete without
considering alternative courses of action. Developing contingency plans helps
maintain operational flexibility in the face of unexpected enemy actions or
changing circumstances. By having backup strategies in place, the campaign's
overall success is better ensured.

The Future of Air Campaign Planning

As technology continues to advance rapidly, the future of air campaign planning
looks promising. Simulations and computer models can provide invaluable
insights and aid in decision-making processes. Artificial intelligence may play a
larger role in analyzing vast amounts of data and predicting enemy behavior,
assisting planners in making informed choices.

The air campaign planning for combat is a dynamic and essential aspect of
modern warfare. Through careful analysis, strategic decision-making, and
coordination of air assets, military objectives can be efficiently achieved. The
future holds exciting possibilities as technology continues to enhance our
capabilities in planning and executing air campaigns.
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In the short history of air warfare, no nation with superior air forces has ever lost a
war to the force of enemy arms. Air superiority by itself, however, no longer
guarantees victory. This book, one of the first analyses of the pure art of planning
the aerial dimension of war, explores the complicated connection between air
superiority and victory in war.
In The Air Campaign, Colonel John A. Warden III focuses on the use of air forces
at the operational level in a theater of war. The most compelling task for the
theater commander, he argues, is translating national war objectives into tactical
plans at operational levels. He presents his case by drawing on fascinating
historical examples, stressing that the mastery of operational-level strategy can
be the key to winning future wars. Colonel Warden shows us how to use air
power more effectively-through rough mass, concentration, and economy of
forces-because, he warns, the United States no longer holds an edge in
manpower, production capacity, and technology.
Simply put, an air force inferior in numbers must fight better and smarter to win.
This book offers planners greater understanding of how to use air power for
future air campaigns against a wide variety of enemy capabilities in a wide variety
of air operations. As the reader will see, the classic principles of war also apply to
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air combat. One of the author's important contributions is to demonstrate that
perception to those whose grave responsibility one day may be to plan and carry
through a victorious air campaign.
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