
Sulla The Last Republican Arthur Keaveney -
The Life and Legacy

Throughout history, there have been individuals who leave indelible marks on the
course of events. One such individual was Sulla, the last Republican leader of
ancient Rome. In this article, we delve into the life and legacy of Sulla, as written
by Arthur Keaveney in his remarkable work. From his rise to power to the drastic
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reforms he implemented, Sulla's story is one of power, rebellion, and
transformation.

The Rise to Power

Sulla, born Lucius Cornelius Sulla Felix in 138 BC, hailed from a noble and
influential family. His early military successes in Africa and his reputation as a
skilled commander soon caught the attention of the political elite in Rome.
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Keaveney describes in vivid detail how Sulla navigated the treacherous political
landscape, forming alliances and exploiting rivalries to rise through the ranks.
Through his determination, charisma, and political savvy, Sulla positioned himself
as a powerful figure.

Reforms and Dictatorship

During his tenure as consul, Sulla faced numerous challenges, both internal and
external. His solution was to implement a series of reforms that would consolidate
his power and restore order in Rome. Keaveney presents a compelling analysis
of these reforms, shedding light on their long-lasting impact.
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Among the most controversial of Sulla's reforms was his dictatorship. In 82 BC,
Sulla seized power and established himself as an absolute ruler. However, rather
than wielding his power recklessly, Sulla used it to enact sweeping changes in the
Roman political system.

The analysis provided by Keaveney helps readers understand the motivations
behind Sulla's actions, presenting a nuanced view of his dictatorship. By
exploring the context in which Sulla operated, readers can form a comprehensive
understanding of this pivotal period in Roman history.

Legacy and Influence

Despite his controversial methods, Sulla's influence on Rome cannot be
understated. Keaveney's book delves into the lasting impact of Sulla's reforms,
which included political restructuring and a purge of his enemies.

One of the most significant consequences of Sulla's rule was the erosion of the
Roman Republic's foundations. By establishing himself as a dictator, Sulla set a
precedent for future leaders to follow. Keaveney analyzes the long-term
ramifications of Sulla's actions and their role in the downfall of the Republic.

Sulla The Last Republican Arthur Keaveney is an engaging and informative
exploration of one of the most significant figures in Roman history. From his rise
to power to his controversial reforms, Sulla's story is a captivating tale of ambition
and authority. Keaveney's thorough research and compelling analysis provide
readers with a comprehensive understanding of Sulla's life and his lasting legacy.

If you are passionate about ancient history or seeking to gain insights into the
political turmoil of ancient Rome, Sulla The Last Republican Arthur Keaveney is a
must-read. Discover the complexities of Sulla's character, the impacts of his
actions, and the repercussions felt long after his death.



Article by: Your Name

Sulla: The Last Republican
by Arthur Keaveney(2nd Edition, Kindle Edition)

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1290 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 250 pages

In this second edition of Arthur Keaveney's classic biography, a fresh generation
of students, scholars and readers are introduced to one of the most pivotal
figures in the outgoing Roman Empire.

A definitive book in its field, this second edition is a must read. Completely
rewritten and updated to include the further discoveries of the last two decades, it
challenges traditional views of Sulla as a tyrant and harsh military dictator and
instead delivers a compellingly complex portrait of a man obsessed with the belief
that he was blessed with divine favour.
Written by a leading authority on the classical world, this lively and entertaining
book transports us through Sulla's rise from poverty and obscurity to his
dictatorship of Rome, highlighting his dedication and achievements in better
ordering the Republic before his decline a generation later.
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