Smoothbores Let You Hunt Small Game, Big
Game, and Fowl With The Same Gun

to Smoothbores

When it comes to hunting, having the right firearm is essential to ensure a

successful and ethical experience. Many hunters prefer using specialized guns
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that cater to specific game categories such as small game, big game, or fowl.
However, there is a versatile alternative that allows hunters to pursue different

types of game with the same gun: smoothbores.

What are Smoothbores?

A smoothbore is a type of firearm that features a barrel without rifling - the spiral
grooves that give enhanced accuracy to a rifle. Instead, smoothbores have a
smooth and unobstructed barrel, allowing for a wide variety of ammunition to be

loaded and used.
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Historically, smoothbores were commonly used in warfare due to their versatility

and ease of loading ammunition. They allowed soldiers to load a variety of

ammunition types such as round balls, buckshot, or even specialized rounds like
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grape shots. Today, however, smoothbores find their place in the hunting world,

mainly due to their versatility in hunting different game.

Hunting Small Game with Smoothbores

Small game hunting often involves targeting animals like rabbits, squirrels, and
upland birds. For this type of hunting, shotguns are usually the go-to choice as
they offer a wide shot pattern with multiple projectiles (shot pellets) that increase

the chances of hitting a fast-moving target.

Smoothbore shotguns are particularly suitable for small game hunting due to their
ability to shoot various types of shotgun shells. Hunters can choose from different
shot sizes, shot compositions, and even slug shells if necessary. This adaptability
allows for effective and ethical hunting regardless of the specific small game

being pursued.

Pursuing Big Game with Smoothbores

When it comes to big game hunting, rifles are often considered the weapon of
choice due to their long-range accuracy. However, smoothbores can also be used

for pursuing big game, especially at relatively close ranges.

Smoothbore shotguns can be loaded with slug ammunition that offers increased
power and penetration. With proper aim and shot placement, a smoothbore
shotgun can take down animals like deer, wild boar, or even bear. While it may
require advanced shooting skills and a close-quarters approach, a skilled hunter

can have success with smoothbores in big game hunting scenarios.

Hunting Fowl with Smoothbores

Waterfowl and other fowl hunting require shotguns for their ability to safely and

effectively shoot flying targets. Smoothbore shotguns excel in this category as



well.

By using specific choke tubes that regulate the spread of shot, hunters can
maximize their shooting range and accuracy. This feature is especially crucial
when targeting birds that fly at higher altitudes. Whether it's ducks, geese, or
pheasants, smoothbores provide hunters with the necessary tools to enjoy a

successful and enjoyable fowl hunting experience.

Smoothbores offer a unique opportunity for hunters to pursue a wide range of
game with a single firearm. Whether it's small game, big game, or fowl, these
versatile guns can adapt to various hunting scenarios, providing hunters with a

fulfilling and efficient hunting experience.

So, next time you head out to the field, consider bringing a smoothbore. It's the
perfect tool to diversify your hunting adventures and ensure you're prepared for

any game that crosses your path.
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Relatively few modern hunters use their smoothbore shotguns and muskets to
take game, yet these versatile guns have taken all of the world's game including
elephants. In this book the Corresponding Editor for black powder for the Gun
Digest Annual uses a variety of single shot, double barrel and bolt-action
shotguns and muskets to take game as diversified as dove to deer to wildebeest
in the U.S., Canada and South Africa.

The books 9 chapters cover muskets, fowlers, shotguns and blunderbusses and
documents their use with candid comments about their successes and failures.

Much practical information is given about traditional loads as well as those using
modern powders, plastic wads and HeviShot for small game and fowl along with

round-ball loads for big game animals.

In order to more completely examine the capabilities of these guns, the author
has even used the seldom written about blunderbuss to help take a swan and

make a decisive kill on a wild turkey.

This book is intended for those who have a general interest in the historic
capabilities of these guns and particularly for those who want to extend their
muzzleloading hunting experiences by using historic and replica guns to take

game.
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The rivalry between Newport and New Zealand in the world of rugby is
well known and deeply rooted in history. The All Blacks have long been
considered one of the most...
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College basketball fans eagerly await the annual NCAA Basketball
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