Settler Colonialism And The Legalities Of
Citizenship In The Pacific Northwest: Untoid
Stories Of Indigenous Peoples

Settler colonialism is a term often associated with the historical experiences of
Indigenous peoples around the world, and the Pacific Northwest is no exception.
The region's land, resources, and political power have been shaped by a complex
web of treaties, laws, and policies that have had far-reaching implications for the

Indigenous populations who first called this region home.

The Origins of Settler Colonialism in the Pacific Northwest

Before delving into the legal aspects surrounding citizenship in the Pacific
Northwest, it is crucial to understand the origins of settler colonialism in this
region. The Pacific Northwest is home to many Indigenous nations, including the
Coast Salish, Chinook, and Nuu-chah-nulth, who have occupied these lands

since time immemorial.

The arrival of Europeans in the late 18th century marked the beginning of a
profound and enduring transformation of this region. British and American traders,
trappers, and settlers sought to exploit the vast natural resources of the Pacific
Northwest, primarily for economic gain. This process of settler colonialism was
characterized by the displacement and marginalization of Indigenous peoples, as

their lands were systematically taken away and their cultures suppressed.
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The Legal Framework: Treaties, Laws, and Policies

As settlers flooded into the Pacific Northwest, conflicts arose between Indigenous
nations and the encroaching forces of colonialism. To mitigate these tensions and
secure their territorial claims, the United States and the British Empire entered

into a series of treaties with Indigenous nations.

One of the most well-known of these treaties is the Treaty of Point Elliott signed in
1855 between the United States and numerous Coast Salish tribes. These
treaties promised protection of Indigenous rights, land reservations, and other
benefits in exchange for ceding vast territories to the US government. However,
in practice, these treaties often fell short of their promises and led to further

dispossession of Indigenous lands.

Legal battles over land and resources extended well into the 20th century. Native
American tribes, such as the Makah and the Quileute, have fought continuous
legal battles to establish their sovereign rights and reclaim their ancestral lands.
While some progress has been made, the process has been slow and marked by

ongoing injustices.

Citizenship and the Marginalization of Indigenous Peoples
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Throughout the history of settler colonialism in the Pacific Northwest, the concept
of citizenship has been intertwined with the marginalization and erasure of
Indigenous peoples. As the region became increasingly settled by Europeans,
Indigenous peoples found themselves excluded from the legal and political

systems.

The Indian Citizenship Act of 1924, which granted US citizenship to all Native
Americans, was a significant step towards recognizing the rights of Indigenous
peoples. However, citizenship alone did not address the broader issues of
sovereignty and self-determination for Indigenous nations. Many Native
Americans still face significant barriers to exercising their sovereignty and

participating fully in the political processes that impact their communities.

Untold Stories: Indigenous Resilience and Resistance

Amidst the complex legal framework surrounding settler colonialism in the Pacific
Northwest, it is important to highlight the resilience and resistance of Indigenous

peoples. Despite centuries of displacement and marginalization, Native American
tribes and other Indigenous nations have persevered, preserving their languages,

cultures, and traditional practices.

Indigenous leaders and activists continue to advocate for greater recognition of
their rights and the implementation of more just and inclusive policies. Land
rights, resource management, and self-governance remain key issues for

Indigenous communities throughout the Pacific Northwest and beyond.

The legalities of citizenship in the Pacific Northwest are deeply intertwined with
the history of settler colonialism and the ongoing struggles of Indigenous peoples

for recognition and justice. Understanding this complex history is crucial for



challenging and dismantling the legacies of marginalization that continue to

shape this region today.

By acknowledging the untold stories of Indigenous resilience and resistance, we
can begin to rewrite the narrative and work towards a future that honors the rights

and sovereignty of all peoples who call the Pacific Northwest their home.
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Through an evaluation of Oregon’s exclusionary laws, Leveraging an Empire
examines the process of settler colonialism in the evolving region of the Pacific
Northwest between the years 1841 and 1859. Oregon laws—through nuanced
emphases and new articulations—related to national issues of slavery,

immigration, land ownership, education, suffrage, and naturalization.

Leveraging an Empire demonstrates how the construction of laws governing
matters of race, gender, and citizenship from Oregon’s pre-territorial days through
its early statehood reified and institutionalized American legal definitions and

national perceptions of these issues leading up to the Civil War. Oregon’s
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exclusionary laws either supported racial and gender restrictions to specific rights
or established a legal precedent for such restrictions through the development of
legislation governing the remainder of the century. These laws—some developed
even before Oregon became part of the Union in 1846 —also influenced federal
treatment toward territorial and state policies that restricted American citizens
from political rights and reveal the impact of settler colonialism in the American

West on the nation.
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