
Rethinking My Military Experience: A Critique
of Modern Culture
Join me on an introspective journey as I unravel my military experience and shed
light on its profound implications for modern culture. This personal reflection aims
to expose the paradoxes and complexities of military life while challenging
prevalent societal narratives.

The Call to Serve: A Noble Journey

Recalling the day I enlisted, a sense of duty and patriotism rushed through my
veins. The military offered me a chance to contribute to a cause greater than
myself, protecting the values and freedom I held dear. But as I set foot on the
battleground, I realized that war encompassed more than the noble ideals I
initially believed in.

The first lesson I learned was the inevitable dehumanization of the "enemy." We
were conditioned to view them as threats, stripping away their individuality and
fostering an "us versus them" mentality. The consequences of such
depersonalization would later haunt my conscience, urging me to critically
examine the motivations and morality behind armed conflicts.
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Unveiling the Complexities of Military Life

Embedded within the military hierarchy, I experienced firsthand the nuanced
power dynamics that shape this institution. I discovered how obedience and
conformity are prized over individualism, and critical thinking is often discouraged
or suppressed. This revelation pushed me to question the compatibility of military
culture with the ideals of democracy and freedom that it claims to defend.

Moreover, the military's rigid structure perpetuates an environment where toxic
masculinity thrives. The hyper-masculine expectations impede emotional
expression and reinforce harmful stereotypes, impacting the mental health and
well-being of servicemen and women. Recognizing this, I begin to critically
analyze how these cultural norms interplay with broader societal expectations.

Reevaluating Society's Perception of Heroism

We often romanticize and idolize military service, branding servicemen and
women as heroes. But as I reflect on my own experience, I question the notion of
heroism within the military context. Are acts of valor and sacrifice truly
commendable if they are overshadowed by the unjust nature of the conflicts they
are entangled in?

By reframing our understanding of heroism, it becomes crucial to distinguish
between blindly valorizing the military as an institution and acknowledging the
courage and resilience of individual soldiers. A complete assessment
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necessitates analyzing the systemic issues that perpetuate armed conflict and the
impact they have on those who serve.

A Lens to Critique Modern Culture

My military experience has provided me with a unique lens to critique modern
culture and its inherent contradictions. From consumerism to nationalism, I
examine how our societal values fuel the very system that perpetuates wars and
conflicts. In doing so, I strive to encourage dialogue and foster a more thoughtful
and compassionate society.

I invite you to embark on this introspective journey, where we challenge the
narratives we often take for granted. Together, let's reframe our understanding of
the military, heroism, and the impact of militarism on modern culture. Only
through reevaluation and conversation can we hope to build a more peaceful and
just future.

As I reunderstand my military experience and engage in a critique of modern
culture, I invite you to join me on this profound journey of introspection. Through
recognizing the complexities and paradoxes within military life, we can challenge
prevailing societal beliefs and foster a more compassionate society where peace
and justice prevail.
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Most American soldiers in Iraq had a deep, thick plastic box called a “guerrilla
box” which usually sat at the end of their cot. Soldiers would keep all kinds of
things in their box. Weapon cleaning kits. Extra equipment. Blankets and pillows
from home. Footballs. Protein powder. Mine was full of books. These are not
confessions. Nor are they essays. Nothing is off the table in Did You Kill Anyone?,
a hybrid compendium of thoughts and observations whose narrative thrust is
propelled and shaped by the inquiry itself. Drawing from and elaborating on years
of the author’s work on the peripheries of this subject, published in such outlets
as The Paris Review, The Atlantic, Rolling Stone, and The American
Conservative, Did You Kill Anyone? asks a question that is rarely, if ever,
discussed publicly: ‘why do soldiers miss war?’. With the intimacy of a memoir
and the force of a critical analysis, Scott Beauchamp gives his daring,
counterintuitive take, interrogating the frivolous conformity of our increasingly
inhuman(e) culture.
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