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When it comes to classic literature, there are certain novels that capture the heart
and mind of readers for generations to come. One such captivating novel is "Red
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Sky At Morning" by Richard Bradford. Originally published in 1968, this timeless
tale has now been reissued as a part of the Perennial Classics collection,
ensuring that a whole new audience can experience its beauty.

The Plot: A Story of Love and Resilience

Set in the backdrop of World War II, "Red Sky At Morning" follows the journey of
Josh Arnold, a seventeen-year-old boy who is forced to leave his comfortable life
in Mobile, Alabama when his father is stationed in New Mexico for the war. Josh's
journey is not just physical but also emotional as he navigates the complexities of
adolescence and deals with the challenges of finding his place in a new
environment.
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As the war rages on, Josh's mother and sister stay behind in Alabama, and he is
left to adjust to life in New Mexico with his father. The novel beautifully explores
the theme of resilience as Josh learns to adapt and find a sense of belonging in
this unfamiliar territory. Along the way, he encounters a colorful cast of characters
who shape his understanding of the world and provide both support and
hindrance on his journey.
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The Beauty of Descriptive Writing

One of the most remarkable aspects of "Red Sky At Morning" is its descriptive
writing. Richard Bradford's prose creates vivid images in the reader's mind,
immersing them in the landscapes of the American Southwest. Whether it's the
sweeping desert vistas, the rugged mountains, or the vibrant colors of the New
Mexico sky, every scene comes to life through Bradford's masterful storytelling.

The power of descriptive writing lies in its ability to evoke emotions and transport
readers to a different time and place. "Red Sky At Morning" achieves this with
great finesse, capturing the essence of the setting and enhancing the overall
reading experience. It's a testament to Bradford's skill as a writer to paint such a
vivid portrait of the world in which Josh's story unfolds.

The Themes: Love, Loss, and Coming of Age

While the backdrop of war sets the stage for Josh's journey, "Red Sky At
Morning" delves into universal themes that resonate with readers of all ages.
Love, loss, and coming of age are intricately woven throughout the narrative,
offering deep insights into the human experience.

Josh's blossoming romance with the enchanting Juliette highlights the
transformative power of love amid adversity. Their relationship becomes a guiding
light amidst the darkness of the war, showcasing the resilience of the human spirit
and the hope that can be found even in the most challenging times.

Loss also plays a significant role in the novel, as Josh grieves the loss of his
childhood and the comforts he left behind in Alabama. The bittersweet nature of
growing up and learning to let go is beautifully portrayed, reminding readers of
the inevitable changes that come with time and the importance of embracing
them.



Through his journey, Josh also undergoes a profound coming of age. He learns to
navigate the complexities of adulthood, face his fears head-on, and discover his
own identity amidst the chaos of war. It's a transformative process that mirrors the
broader societal changes occurring during that tumultuous period, making Josh's
personal growth even more relatable.

A Timeless Classic Reimagined for Perennial Classics

The decision to include "Red Sky At Morning" in the Perennial Classics collection
is a testament to its enduring relevance and literary merit. Readers, both new and
old, now have the opportunity to delve into this captivating tale of love, loss, and
resilience with the added benefit of a stunning cover design that signifies its place
among the literary greats.

Perennial Classics aims to preserve and celebrate the timeless stories that have
shaped the literary landscape. With "Red Sky At Morning," they have successfully
honored Bradford's masterpiece, ensuring that it will continue to captivate readers
for generations to come.

"Red Sky At Morning" is a novel that transcends time, taking readers on a
thought-provoking journey through love, loss, and the challenges of growing up.
Richard Bradford's beautiful prose and descriptive writing bring the landscapes
and characters to life, creating an immersive experience that stays with readers
long after they turn the last page.

Whether you are discovering this classic for the first time or rediscovering its
magic, the Perennial Classics edition of "Red Sky At Morning" is a must-read. Its
timeless themes and captivating storytelling make it a treasure in the world of
literature, deserving of a place on every bookshelf.
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“Red Sky at Morning is a minor marvel: it is a novel of paradox, of identity, of an
overwhelming YES to life that embraces with wonder what we are pleased to call
the human condition. In short, a work of art.”  — Harper Lee

Hailed by the Washington Post Book World as “a sort of Catcher in the Rye out
West,” Richard Bradford’s Red Sky at Morning is the classic coming-of-age story
set during World War II about the enduring spirit of youth and the values in life
that count.

In the summer of 1944, Frank Arnold, a wealthy shipbuilder in Mobile, Alabama,
receives his volunteer commission in the U.S. Navy and moves his wife, Ann, and
seventeen-year-old son, Josh, to the family’s summer home in the village of
Corazon Sagrado, high in the New Mexico mountains. A true daughter of the
Confederacy, Ann finds it impossible to cope with the quality of life in the largely
Hispanic village and, in the company of Jimbob Buel—an insufferable, South-
proud, professional houseguest—takes to bridge and sherry. Josh, on the other
hand, becomes an integral member of the Sagrado community, forging
friendships with his new classmates, with the town’s disreputable resident artist,
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and with Amadeo and Excilda Montoya, the couple hired by his father to care for
their house. 

Josh narrates the story of his fateful year in Sagrado and, with irresistibly
deadpan, irreverent humor, describes the events and people who influence his
progress to maturity. Unhindered by his mother's disdain for these "tacky, dusty
little Westerners," Josh comes into his own and into a young man's finely formed
understanding of duty, responsibility, and love. 
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