
Race The Cold War And The Rise Of Migration
Detention In The United States

The United States has a long-standing history of immigration, and with it, the
complex issue of migration detention. While immigration policies have evolved
over time, there has been a significant increase in the use of detention centers
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since the Cold War era. This article explores the relationship between race,
politics, and the rise of migration detention in the United States.

The Cold War and Immigration Policies

During the Cold War, the United States found itself engaged in a global
ideological struggle against communism. This geopolitical context fueled fears of
infiltration and espionage, leading to a heightened emphasis on national security
within immigration policy.
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Racial profiling became prevalent as suspicion and paranoia grew. People from
countries considered to be communist threats were subjected to intense scrutiny
and were often detained based on their national origin or political ideologies. This
targeting was reinforced through legislation such as the McCarran-Walter Act of
1952, which allowed for the deportation or exclusion of immigrants on ideological
grounds.

Expansion of Detention Facilities
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With the increasing focus on national security, the United States expanded its
detention infrastructure to accommodate the growing number of individuals
deemed "undesirable" under these immigration policies. The establishment of
detention centers, both within and outside of existing prisons, became a means of
segregating and controlling immigrant populations.

These facilities were often located in remote areas, far from major urban centers,
making it difficult for detainees to access legal assistance and further distancing
them from support networks.

Disproportionate Impact on Marginalized Communities

As the Cold War progressed, racial bias became inextricably linked to immigration
detention. Communities of color, particularly African Americans, Latinos, and
Asians, were disproportionately affected by detention policies.

The racial profiling of individuals perceived to be from communist countries
extended beyond national origin to encompass physical appearance and
linguistic characteristics. This led to the detention of innocent individuals solely
based on their appearance or association with certain ethnic groups.

Secrecy and Human Rights Concerns

The rise of migration detention during the Cold War era was accompanied by a
culture of secrecy. Detainees were often held without due process, and their
treatment relied heavily on opaque government decision-making.

Reports of mistreatment and abuse within detention centers underscored the
need for increased transparency and protection of detainees' human rights.
Organizations such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch began
shedding light on the substandard conditions and lack of accountability.



Legacy and Current Challenges

The legacies of the Cold War and the rise of migration detention continue to
influence contemporary immigration policies in the United States. While the
political landscape has shifted, the underlying racial biases persist.

Today, the detention of migrants at the southern border and the separation of
families reflect echoes of the Cold War era. The rhetoric surrounding immigration
continues to be steeped in racial stereotypes and fear-mongering, perpetuating
the dehumanization of individuals seeking a better life.

Efforts to reform immigration policies have been met with challenges, as the
historical context of race and politics remains deeply ingrained in the national
consciousness. The fight for humane treatment of migrants and the dismantling of
detention centers is an ongoing struggle.

The rise of migration detention in the United States can be traced back to the
Cold War era, where concerns over national security and ideologies led to the
targeted confinement of individuals deemed "undesirable." This practice
disproportionately impacted communities of color and perpetuated racial biases
within immigration policies.

Understanding the historical context of migration detention is crucial in advocating
for more equitable and humane immigration systems. By acknowledging the role
of race, politics, and the legacy of the Cold War, we can work towards dismantling
harmful detention practices and fostering an inclusive society that values the
dignity and rights of all migrants.
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Discussions about U.S. migration policing have traditionally focused on
enforcement along the highly charged U.S.-Mexico boundary. Enforcement
practices such as detention policies designed to restrict access to asylum also
transpire in the Caribbean. Boats, Borders, and Bases tells a missing, racialized
history of the U.S. migration detention system that was developed and expanded
to deter Haitian and Cuban migrants. Jenna M. Loyd and Alison Mountz argue
that the U.S. response to Cold War Caribbean migrations established the legal
and institutional basis for contemporary migration detention and border-deterrent
practices in the United States. This book will make a significant contribution to a
fuller understanding of the history and geography of the United States’s migration
detention system.
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