
Pursuing Democracy: The Path from Maryland
to Carolina in the Years 1640-1700
In the tumultuous years of 1640 to 1700, the pursuit of democracy took root and
flourished in the American colonies. One of the most significant regions in the
development of democratic ideals during this period was the stretch of land from
Maryland to Carolina. This article explores the historical significance of this region
and how it played a vital role in shaping the early foundations of democracy in
America.

The Context of Colonial America

Before diving into the specific developments in Maryland and Carolina, it is
important to understand the broader context of colonial America during this time.
The English colonies in North America were still under the rule of the English
monarchy, but they were far removed from the direct control of the Crown. This
geographical distance allowed the colonies to experiment with different forms of
governance and led to the birth of democratic ideas.

The Seeds of Democracy in Maryland

One of the earliest signs of democracy in the region was seen in Maryland, a
colony established in 1632 as a refuge for Catholic settlers. The Maryland
Toleration Act of 1649 granted religious freedom to all Christians, including
Catholics, in the colony. This act was an early example of religious tolerance, a
fundamental aspect of democracy.
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In addition to religious tolerance, Maryland also experimented with the concept of
representative government. The colony's first legislative assembly was
established in 1635, giving colonists a voice in decision-making. This assembly,
known as the House of Burgesses, laid the groundwork for a democratic system
where elected representatives could make laws on behalf of the people.

The Rise of Democracy in Carolina

As the pursuit of democracy spread, the neighboring colony of Carolina became a
prominent player in the movement. Carolina was initially settled in 1670 as an
economic venture and attracted a diverse group of settlers, including English,
Scottish, French, and African individuals.

In 1670, the Fundamental Constitutions of Carolina were established, outlining
the colony's governance structure. While the Fundamental Constitutions
incorporated some undemocratic elements, such as a strict social hierarchy, it
also introduced innovative democratic concepts. For example, it included a
provision for religious freedom and recognized certain rights and liberties for all
settlers, irrespective of their social status.
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Furthermore, Carolina introduced the concept of a bicameral legislature,
comprising an appointed governor's council and a popularly elected assembly
known as the Commons House of Assembly. This division of power between the
appointed elite and the elected representatives fostered a balance and allowed
diverse voices to be heard.

The Continuation of Democratic Ideals

The pursuit of democracy in the Maryland-Carolina region did not end within the
span of a few decades. Instead, the ideas and institutions established during this
period continued to influence the development of democracy throughout the
American colonies and beyond.

For example, Maryland's religious tolerance laid the groundwork for the eventual
establishment of religious freedom across the United States. The principles of
representative government introduced in Maryland's House of Burgesses became
a cornerstone of democratic governance in the American colonies and later in the
United States.

Similarly, Carolina's experiment with a bicameral legislature influenced the
creation of similar structures in other colonies and served as a model for the
development of the United States Congress. The recognition of certain rights and
liberties in Carolina's Fundamental Constitutions set a precedent for the inclusion
of such provisions in future democratic frameworks.

The Legacy of Pursuing Democracy

The pursuit of democracy from Maryland to Carolina during the years 1640 to
1700 left a lasting legacy. The principles of religious tolerance, representative
government, and the recognition of individual rights and liberties established
during this period shaped the democratic foundations of the United States.



Today, when we celebrate the principles of democracy that form the bedrock of
American society, it is crucial to acknowledge the contributions of Maryland and
Carolina. These colonies played a vital role in the pursuit of democracy, and their
efforts paved the way for the democratic nation we live in today.

The years from 1640 to 1700 witnessed the flourishing of democracy in the
American colonies, particularly in the region spanning from Maryland to Carolina.
Maryland's religious tolerance and representative government and Carolina's
innovative governance structures left an indelible mark on the development of
democracy in America. Their legacy of pursuing democracy continues to shape
our understanding and practice of democratic ideals in the present day.
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During the half century after 1650 that saw the gradual imposition of a slave
society in England's North American colonies, poor white settlers in the
Chesapeake sought a republic of equals. Demanding a say in their own destinies,
rebels moved around the region looking for a place to build a democratic political
system. This book crosses colonial boundaries to show how Ingle's Rebellion,
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Fendall's Rebellion, Bacon's Rebellion, Culpeper's Rebellion, Parson Waugh's
Tumult, and the colonial Glorious Revolution were episodes in a single struggle
because they were organized by one connected group of people.

Adding land records and genealogical research to traditional sources, Noeleen
McIlvenna challenges standard narratives that disdain poor whites or leave them
out of the history of the colonial South. She makes the case that the women of
these families played significant roles in every attempt to establish a more
representative political system before 1700. McIlvenna integrates landless
immigrants and small farmers into the history of the Chesapeake region and
argues that these rebellious anti-authoritarians should be included in the
pantheon of the nation's Founders.
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