
Persia: The Fascinating Tale of Chaldaea,
Assyria, Babylon, and Media

When we think of ancient civilizations, Persia is often overshadowed by the likes
of Egypt, Greece, and Rome. However, the history, geography, and antiquities of
Chaldaea, Assyria, Babylon, and Media make the Persian Empire a captivating
topic worth exploring. Join us on a journey through time as we uncover the
secrets of this remarkable civilization.

The Rise of Persia

Persia, also known as Iran today, was once home to one of the most powerful
and influential empires in the world. It all began in the 6th century BCE when
Cyrus the Great established the Achaemenid dynasty, setting the stage for
centuries of Persian dominance. Under the rule of Cyrus and subsequent kings
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such as Darius the Great and Xerxes, the empire expanded its territories,
reaching its zenith in territorial extent and cultural richness.
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The Wonders of Chaldaea

Chaldaea, a region located in modern-day southern Iraq, was at the heart of the
Mesopotamian civilization. Known for its advanced knowledge of astronomy and
astrology, the Chaldeans developed intricate astronomical calendars and made
significant contributions to the field of mathematics. Their sophisticated
understanding of celestial movements allowed them to predict eclipses and track
the passage of time with great accuracy.

Assyria: A Mighty Empire

Rising to prominence in the 14th century BCE, the Assyrian Empire became a
dominant force in the ancient world. Known for their militaristic prowess and
excellent administrative system, the Assyrians built one of the largest empires of
their time. The capital city of Nineveh stood as a testament to their engineering
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feats, boasting imposing palaces and defensive walls that struck fear into the
hearts of their enemies.

Babylon: The Hanging Gardens and Beyond

When we think of Babylon, it's hard not to conjure images of the legendary
Hanging Gardens, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. But Babylon's
contributions extend far beyond its mesmerizing gardens. The Babylonians were
skilled astronomers, mathematicians, and architects, leaving behind a legacy that
shaped the future of many subsequent civilizations.

Media: The Forgotten Kingdom
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In the shadow of its more prominent neighbors, Media often gets overlooked in
historical narratives. However, the Medes played a crucial role in the rise of the
Persian Empire. They were pivotal in overthrowing the Neo-Assyrian Empire and
establishing an independent Median state. Despite its importance, Media remains
a relatively unknown piece of the puzzle when examining the rich tapestry of
Persian history.

Uncovering the Antiquities

As modern-day adventurers, we have the privilege of unearthing the remnants of
these magnificent civilizations. From the ruins of Persepolis to the Ishtar Gate of
Babylon, archaeological discoveries continue to shed light on the lives of those
who once walked these ancient lands. With each artifact unearthed, we gain a
deeper understanding of the artistry, technology, and accomplishments of these
remarkable cultures.

A Timeless Legacy

The history, geography, and antiquities of Chaldaea, Assyria, Babylon, and Media
form an integral part of Persia's rich tapestry. Through their enduring legacies, we
are reminded of the advancements and achievements that emerged from this
corner of the ancient world. It is through exploration and appreciation of these
lands that we can keep the extraordinary tale of Persia alive for generations to
come.
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EXTENT OF THE EMPIRE. The geographical extent of the Fifth Monarchy was
far greater than that of any one of the four which had preceded it. While Persia
Proper is a comparatively narrow and poor tract, extending in its greatest length
only some seven or eight degrees (less than 500 miles),the dominions of the
Persian kings covered a space fifty-six degrees long, and in places more than
twenty degrees wide. The boundaries of their empire were the desert of Thibet,
the Sutlej, and the Indus, on the east; the Indian Sea, the Persian Gulf, the
Arabian and Nubian deserts, on the south; on the west, the Greater Syrtis, the
Mediterranean, the Egean, and the Strymon river; on the north, the Danube, the
Black Sea, the Caucasus, the Caspian, and the Jaxartes. Within these limits lay a
territory, the extent of which from east to west was little less than 3000 miles,
while its width varied between 500 and 1500 miles. Its entire area was probably
not less than, two millions of square miles—or more than half that of modern
Europe. It was thus at least eight times as large as the Babylonian Empire at its
greatest extent, and was probably more than four times as large as the Assyrian.
The provinces included within the Empire may be conveniently divided into the
Central, the Western, and the Eastern. The Central are Persia Proper, Susiana,
Babylonia, Assyria, Media, the coast tract of the Caspian, and Sagartia, or the
Great Desert. The Western are Paeonia, Thrace, Asia Minor, Armenia, Iberia,

FREE

https://open-source-book-library.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=%3D%3D


Syria and Phoenicia, Palestine, Egypt, and the Cyrenaica. The Eastern are
Hyrcania, Parthia, Aria, Chorasmia, Sogdiana, Bactria, Scythia, Gandaria,
Sattagydia, India, Paricania, the Eastern AEthiopia, and Mycia. Of these countries
a considerable number have been already described in these volumes. Susiana,
Babylonia, Assyria, Media, the Caspian coast, Armenia, Syria, Phoenicia, and
Palestine, belong to this class; and it may be assumed that the reader is
sufficiently acquainted with their general features. It would therefore seem to be
enough in the present place to give an account of the regions which have not yet
occupied our attention, more especially of Persia Proper—the home of the
dominant race. Persia Proper seems to have corresponded nearly to that
province of the modern Iran, which still bears the ancient name slightly modified,
being called Farsistan or Fars. The chief important difference between the two is,
that whereas in modern times the tract called Herman is regarded as a distinct
and separate region, Carmania anciently was included within the limits of Persia.
Persia Proper lay upon the gulf to which it has given name, extending from the
mouth of the Tab (Oroatis) to the point where the gulf joins the Indian Ocean. It
was bounded on the west by Susiana, on the north by Media Magna, on the east
by Mycia, and on the south by the sea. Its length seems to have been about 450,
and its average width about 250 miles. It thus contained an area of rather more
than 100,000 square miles
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